
INSIDE
• Wreaths, Page 7

• Star, Page 8

• Basketball, Page 9

• Golden, Page 18

December 17, 2020 Newcastle, Wyoming Year 134 Week 51

$1.00

Weston County 

Carquest changes hands

Thursday
Mostly Cloudy
Hi 42, Lo 25

Friday
Partly Cloudy
Hi 33, Lo 18

Saturday
Partly Cloudy
Hi 40, Lo 23

Sunday
Partly Cloudy
Hi 46, Lo 29

Monday
Partly Cloudy
Hi 42, Lo 28

Tuesday
Partly Cloudy
Hi 46, Lo 19

Wednesday 
Partly Cloudy
Hi 30 Lo 16
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Alexis Barker
NLJ News Editor

City engineer Mike Moore 
estimates that sludge removal 
at the city of Newcastle’s sewer 

lagoon will cost $500,000, if 
addressed in the near future, 
according to information he 
provided during a sewer com-
mittee meeting on Dec. 7.

“We could wait, but it will 

cost more later. We have to 
pay for what is removed,” 
Moore said. “I feel like now 
is a good time to address 
sludge removal.”

Upgraded in 1987, with 

operation beginning in 1988, 
the facultative lagoon treats 
wastewater through a biolog-
ical process, without mechan-
ical processes, according to 
Moore’s information. The 

sewer was upgraded after a 
1981 Environmental Protection 
Agency 201 study, a require-
ment of the Federal Sewage 
Works Grant under the Clean 
Water Act, addressed more 
stringent regulatory require-
ments for discharging effluent 
into Little Oil Creek. 

The lagoon consists of four 
cells, which provide not only 
additional capacity but also the 
ability to treat the wastewater 
more effectively. The excess 
sewer effluent is managed by 
a combination of evaporation 

Walter Sprague
Art and Culture Reporter

“I really appreciate all my 
people here,” said Terry Rich, 
former owner of Carquest in 
Newcastle. “They’ve been good 
and loyal customers.”

That same loyalty moved Rich 
to transfer ownership of the store 
the way he did when it was time 
for him to retire.

He had worked at Carquest 
for 30 years and owned it for 
27 years. When he wanted to 
retire, talks opened up with Zach 
Pickle, owner of Frontier Home, 
Ranch and Hardware, next door 
to Carquest on South Railroad 
Avenue, and that went on for a 
few months.

Then, on Nov. 11, Rich was 
able to turn over the store to Pickle, 
as the new owner. He stayed on for 
a couple of weeks to help Pickle 
with running the auto parts store, 
but other help was there as well. 
The new manager, Ron Isabell, 
moved from Wheatland to Rozet 
and plans to move to Newcastle 
in the future. According to Pickle, 

Isabell was a Carquest manager in 
Wheatland, so the transition has 
been perfect.

“Ron’s been very helpful,” 
Pickle said, “because he knows 
how to run the Carquest side of the 
business. It’s been very seamless 
without a huge learning curve. 
Ron makes it like that. He knows 
how to run it so well.”

Pickle was also very grateful 
that Rich stayed on for a couple 
of weeks. He said that Rich was 
accommodating, educating others 
on how to run the store well.

“I’m not trying to replace Rich’s 

Photo by Walter Sprague/NLJ
Even during the middle of 
remodeling, Carquest remains 
open for business. Ron Isabell, 
the new manager, carries out 
business. Zach Pickle, owner 
of Frontier Home, Ranch and 
Hardware, recently purchased 
the business and is also using 
part of the space to expand 
Frontier.

Alexis Barker
NLJ News Editor

Less than a month after he made a tearful 
farewell to the Weston County School District 
No. 1 board of trustees, Tom Wright is back on 
the board. On Dec. 9, during the school board’s 
regular meeting, trustees appointed Wright to fill 
the vacancy left by the resignation of longtime 
trustee Dean Johnson.

Wright, who had lost his bid for reelection, 
has served on the board for over 50 years and 
was 123 votes shy of rejoining the board in 
November. 

“I served on the board for quite a while. I 
wanted to continue that and I had told people 
that during the election. There was nothing that 
happened after the election to change my mind,” 
Wright said. “I’m disappointed I didn’t win, but 
I felt that the opportunity to serve two years, 

Alexis Barker
NLJ News Editor

Northeastern Wyoming will be well rep-
resented in the Washington office of U.S. 
Sen.-elect Cynthis Lummis. On Dec. 14 in a 
press release, Lummis announced her senior 
staff, which includes outgoing, state Rep. 
Tyler Lindholm (R-Sundance) and Newcastle 
native Darrin Munoz. 

“Northeastern Wyoming has been particu-
larly hard hit over the last several years, with 
staggering dips in energy prices and a war on 
fossil fuels waged by east-coast elites who 
seem to be clueless about what keeps the lights 
on,” said Lummis in the release. “Having 
strong representation from this corner of the 
state in my office was a top priority. Darrin 
brings decades of experience advocating for 
Wyoming’s energy resources in Washington. 
He comes from a family of Wyoming mines 
and understands the very real challenges they 
and our communities face. Tyler has been a 
fierce champion for rural economies across the 
state as well as our ag and ranching commu-
nity. He will help ensure that policy is driven 
from the ground up and with significant input 

— See Lummis, Page 7

— See Wright, Page 2

— See Sewer, Page 2

Frontier expands 
holdings, store

Former 
trustee 
returns 
to school 
board

— See Frontier, Page 8

Sewer lagoon cleanup needed

Lummis 
names 
staff

Clearing the way

Photo by Walter Sprague/NLJ
While Tuesday was not the first snow of the year, it was a winter wonderland that the Weston County residents woke up to. With tem-
peratures dropping into the teens it truly feels as if winter has arrived. However, temperatures are expected to rise to the low 40s in 
the next few days, so this round of snow may be short lived. Above, city crews had most of the snow removal done downtown before 
Main Street businesses opened in Newcastle.

Estimated costs for sludge removal: $500,000



although it was not four, was 
there and I needed to take it a 
day at a time.” 

Wright said that he was 
very happy to interview for 
the position and that the board 
selected him. 

“I’m glad I get to continue. 
I’ve got a lot of time and effort 
into where we are today as a 
school system,” Wright said. 
“I have some plans and ideas 
about how we can be better, and 
I appreciate the chance to talk 
about these and discuss things 
further with the board.” 

Tina Chick, board chair-
woman, said his experience 
and knowledge were part of 
the reason Wright was the 
right choice. 

“First and foremost, there 
are the very typical things — 
one, he ran for the board, so 
he wanted to be on the board. 
He was the next--highest vote 
–getter, so the community said 
they supported him,” Chick 
said. “Also, we felt like he 
has proven to be invaluable in 
terms of his past service and his 
knowledge about how things 
run. He has been a good fit on 
the board, and we felt he would 
be a continued good fit.” 

Chick said that his knowl-
edge of school finances, in 
particular, will make a dif-
ference as the board faces 
budgetary shortfalls. 

While Wright was the right 
fit for the board, according to 
Chick, she said she had a good 

candidate pool to choose from. 
“We truly had four great 

candidates,” Chick said. 
Superintendent Brad 

LaCroix reported that the board 
interviewed four candidates in 
a public forum. The four were 
Paul Bau, Mary Romine, Sharla 
Dowding and Tom Wright. 
Dowding had also unsuccess-
fully sought a seat on the board 
in the general election,  

“I can tell you that as super-
intendent, I’m really not a part 

of the decision process. But 
looking at things across the 
state and nationwide, looking 
at the number of boards, not 
just school boards, that don’t 
have people interested in 
that type of commitment, we 
had a strong applicant pool,” 
LaCroix said. That is pretty 
satisfying, to know that there 
are people that would want 
to do that, that think they can 
represent themselves and the 
community well.”

and irrigation. 
The primary cell, A, has a surface area of 16 

acres, cell A flows into cell B, which covers 28 
acres, then into cell C’s 16 acres and, finally, 
into cell D’s 20 acres. 

Currently, flow into cell A is being diverted 
into cell B, Moore explained, allowing for the 
built-up sludge to dry for removal. “The sludge 
or ‘biosolids’ is solids in the sewer that settles 
or (is) formed from biological processes acting 
on the organic material that settles. The sludge 
also has material in it that does not break down 
such as disposable wipes, rags, grit and other 
miscellaneous trash,” Moore explained in an 
email. “Primary constituents we look to improve 
and reduce through the treatment process are 
biological oxygen demand (BOD), total sus-
pended solids (TSS) and bacteria (E-Coli/Fecal 
Coliform). Also, ammonia levels are a concern 
as well as pH and oil and grease amounts.”

In 2017 and 2018, Moore said, sludge surveys 
were performed by the U.S. Rural Utilities 
Service and the estimated amount of sludge was 
1 foot in cell A and 7 inches in cell B. Each cell 
has an operating depth of 5 feet. 

“It is not uncommon for properly func-
tioning lagoons to operate for 30 years prior 
to cleaning the sludge, but it is also common 
to have more frequent sludge clean out inter-
vals,” Moore said in an email, noting that 
Newcastle’s lagoon has been operating 32 
years. “In theory, the sludge removal could 
be prolonged but this will not reduce the 
eventual clean out costs. We would not want 
to have more than two foot of depth (sludge) 
as that would result in less than three foot 
operating depth exceeding DEQ (Department 
of Environmental Quality) guidelines.” 

Not only does sludge removal impact the 
operations of the lagoon system, it will also 
help control odors. While the cleanout is fairly 
expensive, estimated by contractors to be $1 
million for cells A and B, Moore said the city 
has been saving money in an account earmarked 
for the lagoons. 

“The city has an account that money is set 
aside yearly for maintenance of the lagoon that 
will be used to help cover the cost,” Moore said. 
“Budget money is from the sewer enterprise 
account and not as greatly impacted as general 
funds,  which have projected budget shortfalls.” 

The decision on when to move forward 
with the cleanup project was also influenced by 
uncontrollable factors, according to Moore. 

“A factor in deciding to go forward with the 
sludge cleanout was the low levels of the lagoon. 
The low levels is the result of additional irriga-
tion use from an exceptional dry summer this 
past year,” Moore said. 

The focus of the cleanup, cell A, has been 
drained, and now Moore reports that he will 
have a topographic survey done to better define 
the actual volume of sludge. This will also help 
provide a more accurate cost. 

“Sludge cleanout is not planned in cells C 
and D as the sludge accumulation is anticipated 
to be minimal. We will, however, be doing 
further investigation to verify,” Moore said. “On 
cell B, we may attempt an innovative technique 
of bio stimulation, where the sludge is stirred to 
dissipate the volatile components of the sludge 
mass as a gas.” 

No matter what is done for removal, the 
disposal of the sludge is regulated by the EPA 
Part 503 biosolids rules. 

“The plan will be to primarily dispose of 
the sludge by land application with non-bio-
degradable material taken to the landfill. Initial 
sampling has been done of the sludge, finding 
it has a low heavy metals, providing a more 
favorable categorization for land application per 
EPA 503 requirements,” Moore said. “I hope to 
put together a bid package for late winter, early 
spring and target work to begin after July 1 to 
coincide with the next fiscal year.” 

The sewer committee suggested that Moore 
explore ways to reduce costs, including using 
city crew time for as much work as possible. 
Moore noted that most of the cost is trucking 
the sludge. 
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Active cases drop

Active cases of COVID-19 dropped to 2,375 statewide, according to this Tuesday, 
Dec. 15, map provided by the Wyoming News Exchange. Weston County recorded six 
additional cases. Currently the county has 11 active cases, two confirmed deaths and 
361 cases total. Statewide, 34,712 cases of COVID-19 have been confirmed and there 
have been a total of 328 coronavirus-related deaths.

Happy Birthday Jesus
Everyone is invited!

Thursday, December 24
from 5-6 p.m.

for Candle Lighting and Christmas Carols

The Country 
Church at 

Four Corners

Refreshments will follow
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Sewer from Page 1 ................................................................................................
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School Shorts
Notes from the Dec. 9 Weston County School District 

No. 1 Board of Trustees Meeting

Newcastle High School Principal Tracy Ragland sub-
mitted his resignation, effective June 1, 2021 to the Weston 
County School District No. 1 board of trustees on Dec. 9. 
The board accepted the resignation with remorse.

According to WCSD No. 1 Superintendent Brad 
LaCroix, Ragland has worked in the district for 32 years, 
beginning as a Newcastle Middle School science teacher. 
During his time in the district, LaCroix said, Ragland 
coached many sports including girl’s basketball and 
middle and high school football. 

LaCroix could not give reasoning for Ragland’s resig-
nation, although he hinted that part of the decision may be 
grandpa oriented. 

“I’m sure there are multiple things that weighed into his 
decision. Nevertheless, he has served this school district 
and community well for several decades,” LaCroix said.

The News Letter Journal attempted to reach out to 
Ragland for comment, however he did not respond by 
press time.

During the Dec. 9 meeting, after accepting Raglund’s 
resignation, the school board voted to post his position 
opening.



The midterm elections marked approximately halfway through 
Governor Gordon’s four year term of office.  I am sure the last two 
years have been far different than what the Governor – or any of us 
– imagined his time in office would be like.  None of us anticipated 
COVID-19 or its impacts, and while some have been blowing the 
whistle on Wyoming’s impending budget issues, few anticipated that 
the budget situation would so quickly become so dire.  However, part 
of the job of Governor is to respond to the issues facing the state, 

whether anticipated or not.  With us 
at the midpoint of Governor Gordon’s 
term, it is a good opportunity to take 
stock of how things have gone so far.  

Let me begin by saying that I 
was not in the Gordon camp in the 
2018 primaries, although I did vote 
for him in the general election.  I have 
met him several times in passing, but 
do not know him personally.  With 
those necessary disclaimers, I believe 
Governor Gordon has done a good job 
as Governor these past two years.  

If there is one area that I believe 
Governor Gordon deserves particular praise, it is his seriousness 
with which he is addressing the budget issue.  Our budget outlook 
continues to be a major problem.  Governor Gordon has addressed 
the issue head-on, calling for necessary – but painful – budget cuts 
to keep our state from running out of money in the immediate future.  
The long-term solution remains to be seen, but if the legislature 
adopts Governor Gordon’s short-term recommendations, we will at 
least have the time to try to address the issue before we go off the cliff.

The Governor has also done a good job in leading the state’s 
response to COVID-19.  When faced with rising cases nationwide, 
he took the advice of experts in the field and enacted measures to 
slow or stop the spread of the virus in Wyoming.  As more informa-
tion became available and we were better able to weigh the risks and 
impacts of the virus, the Governor adjusted his public health orders 
to fit the situation.  He also erred on the side of avoiding restrictions, 
trusting (rightly or wrongly) in Wyomingites’ sense of responsibility 
to our fellow citizens for us to take measures to slow the spread.  
Even though we now find ourselves with virus levels at one of the 
highest points we have seen, that is the case across much of the Rocky 
Mountain west and is not the fault of Governor Gordon.  He has 
shown a willingness to listen to expertise, the understanding that the 
virus needs to be taken seriously, and a tendency to let Wyoming try 
to solve the problem without government action before stepping in.  

On other issues, the Governor has also generally made the right 
choices.  For example, when Wyoming was exploring the purchase 
of the “checkerboard” lands along Interstate 80, the Governor was 
right in supporting a bid to explore the purchase.  He was also right 
in walking away when the price was too high.  It was an opportunity 
that would have been a bad idea to ignore, but also a bad idea to 
pursue once the terms became clear.  He also has done a good job with 
staffing.  There is an old political maxim: personnel makes policy.  
It means that the policies enacted by an administration are largely 
driven by the appointed leaders, not just the person at the top.  In 
his administration, the Governor has surrounded himself with good, 
capable people who have generally done good, capable jobs in setting 
government policy.

As for criticisms, those I have for Governor Gordon are largely 
the same ones I would have for most politicians: occasionally, politics 
gets in the way of good policy.  Some bills that I thought should 
have been stopped or vetoed have been signed, I suspect because of 
a desire not to offend their backers, rather than because they were 
good policy.  This likely happens in every administration, but we all 
wish it wouldn’t.  Additionally, while the Governor has had a set of 
circumstances placed in front of him that would likely have pushed 
any governor’s preexisting agenda to the side, I also would have 
liked to see a more clearly articulated vision for the Wyoming of the 
future.  Once the COVID-19 pandemic has subsided and our budget 
issues have been addressed, what are the other priorities that we need 
to address in Wyoming?

In looking at Governor Gordon’s term in office, the good far out-
weighs the bad.  He has taken concrete steps to address Wyoming’s 
most pressing issues, has made good choices and appointed good 
people to handle the less pressing issues, and the criticisms of him 
are minor and unsurprising.  Let’s hope his performance the next two 
years measures up to the past two.
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Take the vaccine for you, your family and friends
For most of us in 

Wyoming, 2020 brought many 
challenges. As we head into 
2021, we can celebrate a new 
year with some much-needed 
encouraging 
news: 
We have 
multiple 
effective 
vaccines for 
COVID-19.

 During the past year, 
the federal government has 
focused on Operation Warp 
Speed. This is a true private-
public partnership, involving 
America’s best scientists, 
business, military and health 
care leaders. The goal was to 
create and distribute a safe, 
potent and effective vaccine 
for COVID-19. That goal was 
achieved in record time.

 This is a historic achieve-
ment. This is the quickest 
a vaccine has ever been 
developed. In terms of saving 

lives, this vaccine rivals the 
discovery of insulin or peni-
cillin.

 Two vaccines will be 
available nationwide before 

the first 
of the 
year. We 
expect 
several 
more 
to be 

approved next year. Doses 
are already being distributed 
across the country. We 
expect up to 15,000 doses in 
Wyoming before January 1.

 In the Senate, I scrutinized 
this process closely. I attended 
briefings, read the scientific 
reports and spoke directly 
with medical experts. After 
reviewing all of the science 
and results of the medical 
trials, I can say clearly and 
without hesitation: These vac-
cines work.

 Don’t just take my word 

for it. Read the scientific 
literature yourself. There is 
plenty of detailed information 
publicly available.

 For example, you will find 
that the vaccine from Pfizer 
is 95 percent effective. The 
clinical trials involved 44,000 
volunteers. Half received the 
vaccine and half received a 
placebo. The results? Only 
eight people who received the 
vaccine contracted COVID-
19. Of those eight, only one 
had a serious case.

 The side effects were 
minor. The most common 
were injection site reactions, 
like a sore arm, and fatigue 
and headache. That’s it. These 
reactions can occur after any 
type of vaccine.

 If you remain skeptical, 
read the information, speak 
with your health care provider 
and come to your own conclu-
sion. As a doctor who took 
care of patients in Wyoming 

for 24 years, I’ll make my 
opinion clear.

 My wife Bobbi and I will 
be taking the vaccine. We 
will wait our turn. The state 
of Wyoming has developed a 
detailed vaccine distribution 
plan. Health care workers, 
frontline workers and people 
with underlying medical con-
ditions will be first. Once we 
are eligible, Bobbi and I will 
get the vaccine.

 As a medical professional, 
I recognize that some people 
cannot take vaccines for 
legitimate medical reasons. 
The vast majority of people, 
can.

 There is no federal 
mandate. People will make 
their own decisions. This is 
about personal responsibility. 
It’s about looking out for your 
spouse, your children, your 
parents and your grandparents. 
It’s about guarding against a 
potentially life-threatening 

illness.
 The COVID-19 pandemic 

has brought death, isolation, 
suffering and hardship. Folks 
in nursing homes couldn’t see 
their loved ones. Nurses and 
doctors worked double shifts 
caring for gravely ill patients. 
Small business owners 
struggled to keep their doors 
open.

 A vaccine is the quickest 
way we can return to a normal 
life and fully reopen our 
economy in Wyoming.

 Finally, your COVID-19 
vaccine is free. Congress 
passed legislation to ensure 
that everybody in America 
who wants a vaccine will 
receive one, at no charge, 
regardless of their insurance 
situation.

 The end of the COVID-19 
pandemic is in sight. We can 
beat this virus once and for 
all by getting the vaccine. I 
certainly will.
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End the madness
To the Editor:
This madness has gone on far too 

long already. I urge the EST to use their 
big, sane, adult voices to call on our 
Congressional Delegation to put an end to 
the utter madness that 
is being propagated 
by Trump. This plea 
has nothing to do 
with partisan poli-
tics. Sanity and the 
survival of American 
democracy is seriously 
endangered. 

Whatever political 
advantage the Republican Party may 
believe it will gain with another Trump 
term is far outweighed by submitting to the 
whims of a madman.

— Jerry Baird

Academy saves 
lives and reinvests 

in Wyoming
To the Editor:
WCCA has been in existence since 

2005, graduating 1,257 youth. WCCA, 
saves lives, gives young adults one last 
chance at academic success, and offers 
them the courage to change.

The National Youth Challenge model 
calls for cadets to excel at each of 
these eight core components: Academic 
Excellence, Physical Training, Leadership/
Followership, Health and Hygiene, Service 
to Community, Responsible Citizenship, 
Job Skills, Life Coping Skills. 

WCCA is a five-and-a-half-month 
residential program utilizing quasi 
military training. WCCA promotes con-
tinued success in its graduates. It is less 
expensive than alternative high schools, 
Wyoming Boys and Girls School. Some 
of our cadets come from broken homes, 
abusive backgrounds, and have experi-
enced substance/alcohol abuse. Others 
have been expelled or dropped out. WCCA 
is the last chance for our cadets to receive 
an education. Studies show people without 
high school diplomas have a hard time 
finding work, make less income and are 
83% more likely to go to prison. WCCA 
graduates are tax paying members of 
Wyoming communities. 

National Youth Challenge studies show 
that for every $1 spent, $1.60 is returned. 
In the last eight years, WCCA’s cadets 
have produced 41,870 hours of community 
service, reinvesting $303,557.50.

Wyoming Military Department has 
slated WCCA for closure. WMD is 
claiming that closing WCCA will save the 
state $9,593,465. The State of Wyoming 
will save $2,250.000. WCCA’s funding 
model is 75% federal/25% state funding.

In the WMD’s budget narrative, 
Agency Successes and Efficiencies, “since 
its establishment in 2005 the program 
has graduated more than 1,100 at-risk 
youth providing high school or equivalent 
degrees. The program continues to grow 
and support the youth of our state.” WMD 
has slated us for termination, with inflated 
financial numbers and unfounded claims.

I am a conservative, and understand 
the need for budget cuts. Please support 
WCCA. Our graduates reinvest millions 
of dollars back into Wyoming’s economy. 

WCCA is not a handout, it is a hand up. 
Please call, email, or write your state legis-
lator, sign our petition or like savewcca on 
Facebook.

 — Martin Gubbels, Wyoming Cowboy 
Challenge Academy

America 
first

To the Editor:
I am not sure where Mr. 

French has been the past 
four years, but he certainly 
has not been in the country 
I have been living in. To 

blithely state that Hillary Clinton accepted 
the results of the 2016 election is to ignore 
reality.

Even before Clinton blamed her loss 
on Russian interference and the FBI’s 
investigation of her missing emails, the 
resistance to the duly elected President was 
beginning. 

The phony dossier paid for by the 
Clinton Campaign and the Democrat 
National Committee was being weapon-
ized by Democrat operatives inside the 
Administrative State. The DOJ, FBI, and 
CIA were already implementing what FBI 
agent Peter Strzok called their “insurance 
policy.” This continued as a three-year 
investigation into completely unsubstanti-
ated claims that the Trump Campaign had 
colluded with Russia. There were even 
claims that President Trump was a Russian 
agent.

Supported by a partisan corporate 
media peddling false stories from anony-
mous sources and selective leaks and lying 
by Democrat members of the House 
Intelligence Committee, this investigation 
sucked the life out of the Trump presi-
dency exactly as it was intended to do and 
ended ignobly with no fire, nor even any 
smoke.  

But the resistance to the Trump 
Presidency continued when the House of 
Representatives decided to impeach the 
President on the flimsiest of charges, just 
because they could.

Again, the effort ended in failure, 
but the Democrats and their allies would 
continue their resistance into the 2020 
election.

Using the cover of COVID-19 they 
changed election procedures in the few 
states that Trump had won by small 
margins in 2016. In order to erase those 
margins, they relied on dependably corrupt 
Democrat controlled cities in those states 
to do their dirty work. Even though there 
have been numerous documented instances 
of laws being broken in this process the 
compliant and incurious partisan media has 
continually told us to look the other way.

There is no doubt that the Left has won 
this battle, but the war is far from over. Do 
not expect us to go quietly into the dark 
night of collectivism. A new resistance 
now rises. We will try to be respectful, but 
we will not be submissive. 

We will cooperate, but not in infringe-
ments on our God-given rights. I spent 25 
years, many of them in foreign lands in 
defense of America and American values. 
I have always believed in America and 
Americans First. All of mankind will have 
to look somewhere else for salvation.

— LTC. Doug Jorrey, USA (Ret.)

Khale Lenhart
Guest Editorial

Senator 
John Barrasso
Guest Column



Friends, we are living 
in a time where dark-
ness continues to grow 

darker and darker around our 
nation and the world in many 
and varied forms. In Is. 60:1-2 
the prophet prophesied about 
what was happening in Israel 
at the time it was spoken. 

But folks, I believe that 
God wants us to recognize 
the darkness we are living in 
today as well. The prophet 
said this: “1. Arise, shine, for 
your light has come, and the 
glory of the Lord has risen 
upon you. 2. For behold, dark-
ness shall cover the earth, and 
thick darkness the peoples; 
but the Lord will arise upon 
you, and his glory will be 
seen upon you.” (ESV)

The question is “what is 
the light that was to come?” 

The answer to that question is 
found in Is. 9:2 and 6 which 
says this: “2. The people who 
walked in darkness have seen 
a great light; those who dwelt 
in a land of deep darkness, on 
them has light shone. 6. For to 
us a child is born, to us a son 
is given; and the government 
shall be upon his shoulders, 
and his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace.” (ESV)

Then, in the New 
Testament this is confirmed 
in Jn. 1:1-5. “1. In the begin-
ning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. 2. He was in 
the beginning with God. 3. 
All things were made through 
him, and without him was not 
anything made that was made. 

4. In him was life, and the life 
was the light of men. 5. The 
light shines in the darkness, 

and the darkness has now 
overcome it.” (ESV)

Friends, the darkness that 
Jesus came into the world 
to overcome is the darkness 
caused by sin. If our nation 
needs anything right now, it 
is another Great Awakening 
where God will get ahold of 
the hearts of men and women. 
Because when a person opens 
their heart and receives Jesus 
Christ as their Lord and 
Savior, the light of Christ 
overcomes the darkness, 
first of the person and then 
the nation is also touched. 
Darkness never overcomes 
light. Light always overcomes 
darkness. 

I pray that this Christmas 
you will receive Jesus, the 
light of the world, a baby born 
in a manger, and be saved.

DONNA MAY HOTCHKISS
1938–Dec. 8, 2020

Donna May Hotchkiss passed away 
Dec. 8, 2020, after a prolonged illness. 
Much to Donna’s request she was able 
to spend most of her final days at home 
with her son, Clayton Overman, and her 
much-loved dogs. 

Donna was born in 1938 in Lusk, Wyo., 
to Stanley and Lillian Johnson where she 
graduated high school. Donna’s first mar-
riage resulted in the birth of her three 
sons, Craig Overman, Clayton Overman, 
and Clinton Overman. 

Donna found her true soulmate in 
Phillip Hotchkiss and was married in 
1972, gaining two daughters, Debbie 
Morgan and Tere Ross. 

Donna led a full life with her pas-

sions shared with Phil and her family. 
The Black Hills holds a special place in 
Donna’s heart with years passed snow-
mobiling and spending time at her cabin. 

Known for her love of dogs, Donna 
had more than her fair share; most will 
remember Donna with some sort of large 
and vociferous dog by her side. 

In Donna’s later years she enjoyed 
the weekend ritual of spending time 
perusing through the local garage sales 
with friends; there was no telling what 
gems Donna would drag home!

Donna spent much of her life in 
service with the Campbell County School 
District including driving school bus as 
well as various administrative roles while 
operating “The Yamaha Shop” with her 
husband Phil. 

Donna was preceded in death by her 
husband, Phil Hotchkiss; her sister, Betty 
Mayworm; and both of her parents. Donna 
now enjoys reunion with her husband 
Phil who passed in 2007, whom she has 
missed terribly.

Donna is survived by her chil-
dren, Craig Overman (Suzie); Clayton 
Overman, Debbie Morgan, Tere Ross, 
and Clinton Overman (Toni). In addition, 
Donna is survived by her 13 grandchil-
dren, and multiple great-grandchildren. 

Per Donna’s request, no services will 
be held. Memorials and condolences may 
be sent in care of Gillette Memorial 
Chapel, 210 West 5th St., Gillette, 
WY 82716. Condolences may also  
be expressed at gillettememorialchapel.
com.
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• ASSEMBLY OF GOD CHURCH: Rev. Norm Brotzman, 216 S. Seneca, 746-2249. 
Call to Worship 9:30 am; Children's Church during Call to Worship; Faith Rally 
Sunday 6 pm

• BAHA’I FAITH: Firesides (Open to All) 1st & 3rd Fridays 7:30 pm at 15 Skyview 
Dr; 746-3626

• CAMBRIA COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH: 19 Stampede St. 746-2321. Sunday 
School 9:15 am; Worship 10:30 am; Youth (6-12 grades) and Adult Bible Study 
Sunday Evening 6-7 pm; Wednesday Night Youth and Adult Bible Study 6 pm; 
Life Recovery Bible Study Sunday Night 7 pm

• CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH: Rev. Wendy Owens, S. Summit & Winthrop 
Streets. 746-9684. haydishall@hotmail.com. Service times: Sunday 10 a.m

• CHRIST THE KING LUTHERAN CHURCH: Pastor Rob Carr, 224 West Road, 
West of Dow Park, 746-2415. Sunday Worship 9 am

• CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER DAY SAINTS: Bishop Ty Checketts, 
120 Ash, 746-4131. Sunday Sacrament Mtg 9:00 am; Sunday School 10:20 am; 
Relief Society & Priesthood Mtg 11:15 am

• CHURCH ON THE HILL: Pastor Wayne Wilson, 301 Delaware, 746-9663. Adult 
Sunday School 9:30 am; Prayer 10:15 am; Worship 10:45 am; Prayer Service 
Tuesday 6 PM; Celebrate Recovery (18+) & Undefeated Youth (Infant- 12th 
Grade) Wednesday 6:00 pm

• CORPUS CHRISTI CATHOLIC CHURCH: Father Brian Hess, 19 W. Winthrop, 
746-4219. Saturday Mass 5 pm; Sunday Mass 8 am; Weekday Mass 7 am

• COUNTRY CHURCH: Four Corners, Pastor Bill Haley and Micah Popma, 
746-9712, Worship 10 am

• FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH: Pastor Gary Anderson, 903 S. Summit, 746-2188. 
Sunday School 9:15 am; Worship Service 10:30 am; Evening Service 6 pm; 

AWANA Clubs Wednesday 6:30 pm

• FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH: Pastor Brenda Torrie, 23 N. Seneca, 
746-4119. Adult Bible Study 8:45 am; Traditional Church Services 10:00 am; 10:15 
am Children's Church; Youth Group Sunday evenings 5:30-7 pm

• GATEWAY FELLOWSHIP: Pastor Jon Andersen, 12 Old Hwy. 85, Evangelical 
Free Church, Bible Study 9:15 am, Worship 10:30 am. Call 949-0869

• KINGDOM HALL OF JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES:  5018 US Hwy 16, 746-2319 or 
746-4517. Tuesday 7:00 pm. Congregation Bible Study, Theocratic Ministry 
School and Service Meeting. Sunday Public Talk 10 am; Watchtower 11 am

• NEWCASTLE FOURSQUARE CHURCH: Pastor Mick Bohn, 1525 S. Summit, 
746-3618. Sun. Worship 10 am; Wed. Night Prayer

• OSAGE COMMUNITY CHURCH: 348 Sheridan St. in Osage, 465-2341. Sunday 
School 10 am; Worship 11 am and 6 pm

• OUR SAVIOR CHURCH: Pastors Doug and Frezil Westerlund. For Bible Study, 
call (605) 515-3058

• SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST: Pastor Lester Bently 612-240-7536, 78 Old Hwy 
85. Saturday Sabbath School 9:30 am; Worship 11 am

• ST. ANTHONY'S CATHOLIC CHURCH: Father Brian Hess, Upton. Sunday 
Mass 5 pm

• UPTON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH: Rev. Michael Paschall, 834 Pine, 
Upton, 468-9302. Worship 9 am; Fellowship 10 am

• VICTORY NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH: Rev. Theodore L. Halls, 414 Pine, 
746-4366

Sharon’s Home 
Health Care
Sharon Kanode, RN

Owner/Director

Treasured
Memories

Hospice &
Palliative Care

Toll Free:
1-800-457-6834

24 North Sumner
746-4411 or 1-888-788-2892

www.fsbnewcastle.com

746-2487
P.O. Box 760

Newcastle, WY 

Arrow
Service

"We Deliver"
468-2340, Upton

Farm Bureau Insurance
360 W. Main

746-4471

JackMaster
Construction

Craig Wiggins 

746-3521
For all your

construction needs

fai h
&

values

fai h

Jake Shook 
Logging, Inc.

628 Birch Street
Newcastle, WY

Daily Devotional Reading

Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing a new thing! 
~ Isaiah 43:18-19 

Dec. 18
Isaiah 7:1-25 

Dec. 19
Isaiah 8:1-20 Fourth 

Sunday of Advent 

Dec. 20
Isaiah 8:21—9:7 

Dec. 21
Luke 1:1-25 

Dec. 22
Luke 1:26-56 

Dec. 23
Luke 1:57-80 

Dec. 24
Luke 2:1-20

Scriptures Selected by the 
American Bible Society
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Just West of  the 4-Way 
Stop of  US Highways 

85 & 16

B-L-I-N-G
Shop 4-Way Gas ‘N’ Go for the BEST GIFTS! Shop 4-Way Gas ‘N’ Go for the BEST GIFTS!

Just West of  the 4-Way 
Stop of  US Highways 

WE’VE GOT KNIVES!

Get your news at newslj.com

Pastor Mick 
Bohn

From the Pulpit

Newcastle Lodge No. 13, A.F. & A.M.
Meetings are held the First and Third Thursday at 7:00 p.m.

Visiting Brethren are cordially invited to attend meetings
Tim Qualheim, Worshipful Master • Mike Hutchinson, Secretary

$econds$econds
High Quality Consignments

Temporary Store Hours Tuesday–Saturday, 10AM–2PM
212 W. Main Street, Downtown Newcastle  |  307-746-2955

BLOWOUT SALE!
Thursday, December 17
5-7 p.m. Door Prizes & Refreshments

20% OFF Storewide
50% OFF Christmas

Items

115 W. Main Street
Downtown Newcastle, WY, 307-746-3165
Hours: Mon-Fri 10AM-6PM, Th 10AM-8PM, 
Sat 10AM-3PM, Closed Sunday

Layaway 
avaiLabLe 
365 days a 

year!

home 
decor
Thank you for shopping your 
hometown merchants this  
holiday season!

Dress up your home!

Open house 2-4 pm • December 20, 2020
Upton Senior Center

There will be a memory/money jar but no gifts, please.

Join the celebration for 

80th Birthday
Margaret Holmes

Jesus Christ, light of the world

Here’s a photo 
from the News 
Letter Journal’s 
archives. —date 
and subject 
unknown.



25 Years Ago
December 21, 1995

Melanie Dawn Appel and 
Thomas Alan Sylte will wed 
on Dec. 29 at St. Matthew’s 
Catholic Church in Gillette. 

The Lifeline Tree of Life 
fundraising campaign has been 
very well received. Personal 
donations to Lifeline in 
memory or honor of a loved 
one totaled 5,076. Each com-
memorative received a light on 
the Christmas Tree of Life to 
shine throughout the holiday 
season and a list of those being 
remembered with a donation is 
to be published in the December 
21 local newspapers. 

Donna Eisenhauer was a 
coffee guest of Pam Rasmussen 
Wednesday. Fern Burdick and 
Donna Turney were Thursday 
dinner guests of Art and Alma 

Hagerman. 
Beverly Cossart and Robbie 

Cossart hauled some cows to 
the packing plant in Rapid City 
Thursday. Wednesday the Hank 
Cimbureks were in Rapid City 
on business and had lunch with 
Mary Ann Wheeler. 

Jo Zorn, Julie and Tyler 
Abbott and Liz Toth were 
visitors Thursday at the 
home of Vi Coutant. Tuesday 
Cindy and Kristi Dysart and 
Hazel Kuemmerle shopped 
in Spearfish. 

Saturday Jo Fulton and 
Bonnie Jo Whitney attended a 
baby shower in Newcastle for 
Corina Oyler and baby boy. 

Bill Jenkins shopped in 
Gillette Monday. Friday night 
Julie and Shelby Abbott and 
Vi Coutant had supper at the 
Dairy Dell. 

Members of the Wyoming 
state FFA agricultural sales 
team were recently awarded 
a “Gold” emblem for their 
sixth place finish in the 
national event. 

The Newcastle girls basket-
ball team dropped its first game 
of the year, losing to Gillette 
78 to 67. 

50 Years Ago
December 17, 1970

The Dogies won their first 
wrestling match of the season 
last Friday over Gillette 31-11. 
The Dogies lost their season 
opener to Sheridan 24-22 the 
week previously. 

Coach Pete Kozisek’s Dogie 
swimmers splashed their way 
to a 63-31 victory at Glenrock 
last Friday at the Herders pool. 
Coach Kozisek said he was 

very pleased with the Dogie’s 
performance since the team 
has already equaled its ’69-’70 
State Championship times in 
some events. 

A “Christmas Gift to 
Newcastle” will be presented 
in music tonight (Thursday.) 
The concert, featuring a 
variety of groups, will start at 
7:30 p.m. in the high school 
gymnasium.

Grace Lutheran Church of 
Newcastle was the scene of 
the wedding Nov. 28 uniting 
in marriage Kristine Kathryn 
Watson and James Allen Toth, 
both of Newcastle.

The W.M.C’s. held a bridal 
shower for Miss Carolyn 
Rich Monday evening at the 
Newcastle Assembly of God 
Church. Hostesses were Lena 
Gore and Evelyn Sallee. 

An open house honoring 
Mr. and Mrs. Roscoe Michaels 
on their fiftieth wedding anni-
versary will be held Sunday, 
Dec. 27, in the First United 
Methodist Church lounge, from 
2 to 4 in the afternoon. 

Mrs. Herbert Livingston, 
Mrs. J.J. Klodt and Mrs. Blaine 
Pleak, all of Newcastle, were 
dinner guests of Mrs. Anna 
Townsend Dec. 8. The ladies 
enjoyed the afternoon working 
with ceramics. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mervin 
Peterson and daughter, Jeanette 
of Sundance were supper 
guests Sunday of Mr. and Mrs. 
Tom Davis. 

Mr. and Mrs. Francis 
Cowger carried in ice cream 
and cake for the birthday cel-
ebration of his mother, Mrs. 
Rosa Cowger, who resides 
at the Purcelli Rest Home in 
Newcastle, Sunday. 

Mr. and Mrs. Cal Petersen 
called at the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. Roy Glenn Julius and 
family Sunday afternoon. 

100 Years Ago
December 16, 1920

Special to the News-Journal. 
UPTON, Wyo., Dec. 16 – 

While picking corn with his 
father and brother-in-law on 
the Charles Suthmer place near 
Upton, Charlie Hoff sustained 
severe injuries to his hands 
which necessitated the amputa-
tion of five fingers, Friday. 

Hoff, having tired, sat down 
to rest on the edge of the corn 
field, examining a 30-30 car-
tridge. He had loosened and 
removed the bullet and shaken 
out most of the powder. A little, 
however, remained in the shell 
and taking a match he began 
scraping the inside of the shell. 
The friction created ignited the 
match and the powder exploded 
tearing the youth’s hands badly. 

Glenn Buell and John 
Rithaller, passing in a car at 
the time took the injured lad to 
the Larsen ranch where first aid 
was administered. He was then 
taken to Upton where medical 
advice was the amputation of 
the members to save the hand. 

“The Lost City,” Selig’s 
million-dollar serial thriller 
being shown at the New 
Edison theater Monday nights 
is drawing large houses and 
is credited with being the best 
thing that the management of 
the New Edison has offered. 

Five robberies Tuesday 
night in which $40 in cash, a 
Nash automobile belonging to 
Raymond Miller, and articles 
from four stores amounting 
in value to several hundred 
dollars were stolen, has again 
thrown this city into a fever 
of excitement.

Several men in the neigh-
borhood took advantage of the 
nice weather last week to haul 
wood from the river. 

E.U. Potarf butchered 
a beef Saturday. The pupils 
of the school are busily 
engaged getting ready for their 
Christmas program. 

Monroe Adkins called at the 
B-A ranch last Friday. He was 
looking for some strayed cattle. 
Miss Goldie King is visiting at 
her uncle’s, T.F. Cummings.
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Courtesy of Weston County Historical Society
This is the Old Pridgeon Stone building in Upton.

Fri Dec. 18  5:30PM BINGO VFW Hall

Sun Dec. 20 2-4PM Margaret Holmes 80th birthday open house Upton Sr. Center

Mon Dec. 21  6PM WC Children’s Center Directors Mtg WCCC
  7PM Newcastle City Council City Council Chambers

Tue Dec. 22  3:30PM Alzheimers/Dementia Support WCHS
  7-8PM Alanon Meeting Senior Center Family Room
  7:30PM Eastern Star #30 Masonic Hall

Wed Dec. 23  6:30AM Wellness Wednesday WCHS

Dec. 18
Bri Brasher
Kaylee Gould
Frank Kieselhorst
Kara Lenardson
Darrel Wineteer

Dec. 19
Norman & Betty Brotzman 

Dec. 20
Laurel Grandinetti
Robert Henry
Amanda Mercer
Brittany Shields-Hunter 

Dec. 22
John & Robin Riesland 
Ellen Crow

Dec. 23
Bill Anderson
Rose Pzinski
Phil Thurman

Dec. 24
Owen Miller
Bob Quick
Karen Terhune

Birthdays & Anniversaries

Weston County Meetings & Events Calendar

WHAT’S UP
December 2020

Follow us on Facebook!
News Letter Journal — 
your LOCAL newspaper

Follow us on Facebook!

Michael Freeman
128 W. Main St, Ste. I  •  Cell: (307) 281-6310  •  Office: (307) 746-2700

For all of your insurance needs

The Michael Freeman Agency is 
now an independent licensee 
of the Blue Cross and 
Blue Shield Association.

Advanced 
Communications

1807 W. Main St. • Newcastle, WY • (307) 746-9614  |  M–F 9AM–5:30PM

Keep more Jingle in your 
poCKet with SeleCtel!

Please support your neighbors, and shop at home!

Michael Freeman
128 W. Main St, Ste. I 
Cell: (307) 281-6310, 

Offi ce: (307) 746-2700

For all of your insurance needs

WE ARE 
FARMERS™

Bum da-bum 
bum bum bum.

The Short Stop
2206 W. Main
Newcastle, WY 82701
Open 4am  -9pm Monday-Friday
6am-9pm Saturday & Sunday

WE’VE GOT WINE!WE’VE GOT WINE!

Check out our wide 
selection of bottled and 

box wines for the holidays!

130 S Seneca • (307) 746-4600

Making Newcastle’s smiles 
brighter for over 45 years

Coconuts are naturally anti-bacterial 
and can help reduce the risk of gum 
disease and cavities. It can also help 

to brighten your smile.



Hannah Gross 
NLJ Correspondent  
With Leonard Cash

Leonard Cash has been 
taking us through a walk 
down memory lane on lot 9 
of block 10 of historic down-
town Newcastle, which was 
once home to the Fawkes Drug 
Store, Elk Drug Store, Sprecher 
Pharmacy and Newcastle Drug 
Store. Last week, Cash pulled 
out his records on the 1927 fire 
that ripped through Newcastle 
Drug, and this week he picks 
up the history in 1928.  

The News Journal reported 
on Aug. 2, 1928, that Dan 
Evander of Gillette became 
the new pharmacist at 
Newcastle Drug “during the 
absence of Herb Fowler who is  
taking a much needed 
few weeks vacation.”  

Before Newcastle Drug 
bought out Johnny’s Pharmacy, 
the establishment was located 
next to Cashbox Ceramics, but 
according to an article from 
Aug. 23, 1928, a new busi-
ness was already moving in. 
John’s Place was bringing a 
line of soft drink “notions,” 
soda fountain service and light 
lunches to the town.  

The Aug. 30, 1928, 
paper announced that D.W. 
Fawkes, former owner of 
Fawkes Drug Co., and his 
wife, of Los Angeles, were in 
the area visiting their son at  
Sundance Pharmacy.  

On Feb. 28, 1929, 
the News Journal 
reported that Newcastle 
Drug was repainted. Ora Stitch 
and his partner Wade Wilson 
were responsible for the inte-
rior decorating, and a building 
was “no better found this side 

of the Missouri River.”  
The drug store was sold 

to Dan Evander and C.C. 
Kirkpatrick, according to the 
April 13 and 27, 1933, issues. 
Evander and Kirkpatrick pur-
chased H.B. Fowlers’ interest, 
and Kilpatrick, who was asso-
ciated in the jewelry business 
with Fowler, “will increase his 
holding in the company,” while 
Evander assumed the rest.  

An article from Aug. 10, 
1933, reported that yet another 
fire blazed through the store, 
before it was quenched by the 
local service station 20 minutes 
after its initial discovery.  

“Fire threatened the heart of 
Newcastle’s business district 
early Monday morning when 
a blaze starting in a shed in 
the rear of the Newcastle Drug 
Co. ate its way along a fence 
from the shed to a rear wooden 
stairway, up the stairway to a 
second story frame porch and 
into the walls of the tin covered 
frame extension to the building 
occupied by Paul Keef’s 
confectionery store,” the  
article says.  

Deposited hot ashes was the 
source of the fire, and damage 
was done to the frame exten-
sion, which would have to be 
rebuilt or completely replaced.  

According to an article 
from Dec. 6, 1934, Fawkes 
passed away in Pasadena, 
California, on Nov. 24, at the 
age of 79.  

More bad news came 
six months later in the June 
19, 1935, edition of the 
News Journal. A “gay chari-
vari party” thrown by the 
local firefighters for the 
marriage of Mr. and Mrs. 
Arthur Sundstrom turned 
south abruptly when C.C. 
Kirkpatrick’s son James 
was riding the fire truck and 
slipped “in some underdeter-
mined manner,” falling face 
first under the back wheel. 
James was in a semi-con-
scious condition with jaw  
fractures, cuts and possible 
internal injuries.  

He was admitted into the 
Hot Springs hospital, according 
to the June 27, 1935, issue, but 
fortunately, he was improving 
and expected to return  
home soon.  

The “fireman’s compensa-
tion fund” (administered by 

the state treasurer’s office of 
Wyoming) was helping relieve 
the financial burden accumu-
lated by the Kirkpatrick family 
through hospital bills, reported 
the July 23, 1935, issue, and 
James was the first man to 
benefit from the provisions of 
this new program.  

“Kirkpatrick was notified 
that bills for doctors and hos-
pital will be defrayed and that 
he qualifies for such future 
compensation as is provided 
by regulations,” the article 
says.  

Joyce Ward, former book-
keeper at Gray Refinery, 
opened a public accounting 
office above the drug  
store, announced the Jan. 16, 
1941, paper. 

Evidently, James recovered 
from his fatal accident and got 
along with his life just fine 
because, according to the Jan. 
30, 2941, paper, he was mar-
rying Rosemary Jane, daughter 
of Inez Russell of Kansas  
City, Missouri.  

According to the title of 
an article from July 20, 1941, 
Newcastle Drug Co. had an 
“interesting window,” dis-

playing Japanese souvenirs 
sent by Sgt. Mike Koski (who 
was in New Guinea at the 
time), including a Japanese 
flag, money, sword, shells 
and an American canteen with 
a rifle or shrapnel puncture. 
The canteen was “probably 
obtained in the Hollander inva-
sion.” (The “Hollander inva-
sion” probably refers to the 
invasion of the Netherlands 
by German forces on  
May 10, 1940.) 

The store was being remod-
eled, according to the Jan. 
24, 1946, paper. One of the 
changes, among others, 
included moving the soda 
fountain to the back of the 
store.  

An article from Sept. 19, 
1946, announced that Evander 
sold his interest in the store 
to J. and C. Kirkpatrick. 
However, Evander was 
to remain an employee of the 
company. 

After 25 years, Newcastle 
Drug Store once again moved 
to a new location, around April 
5, 1951, this time to the former 
Castle Theater building, which 
is the second building from 

the corner on block 10, Cash 
said. After the store closed for 
good, “odds and ends shops” 
occupied the building, and cur-
rently, it’s an empty lot.  

Because Newcastle Drug 
Co. moved to the old theater, 
Wyoming Automotive Co. 
(headquartered in Casper and 
having 10 other stores, in addi-
tion to the Newcastle branch) 
moved into the vacated 
building on lot 9, according to 
the July 26, 1951, issue. E.R. 
Shields was manager of the 
firm and Bryan Clark was his 
assistant at the time.  

Four years later, the March 
8, 1955, paper reported that 
Wyoming Automotive relo-
cated to South Railroad Avenue 
in a building owned by V.C. 
Thompson, and Don’s Electric 
moved in. An article from 
nearly two years earlier said 
that D.E. Roby and his wife 
sold Don’s Electric to Chester 
Knapp and Cyrus Dopp, former 
associates in an electrical 
business in Cody. However, 
despite the change of owner-
ship, the new owners decided 
to operate the business under 
the same format and name. 

A news report from 
May 2, 1957, announced 
that Wyoming Automotive, 
which was founded by W.F. 
Wilkerson, bought a control-
ling interest in Auto Equipment 
in Denver. The combining of 
the two companies was hoped 
to produce many benefits to 
customers in both states. 

According to an article 
from Aug. 10, 1961, James 
Kirkpatrick’s daughter Susan 
was presented with an amazing 
educational opportunity. After 
completing her sophomore year 
of college at the University of 
Wyoming “in the college of 
arts and science,” Susan, along 
with 100 other American stu-
dents, entered the “Junior Year 
in Spain” program through 
New York University to study 
abroad at Madrid University 
for the 1961-62 school year, 
in Spanish literature, history, 
philosophy, fine arts and more. 
Susan also hoped to tour 
Europe. 

Next week, Cash will begin 
wrapping up his series on lot 9 
with his latest records on the 
drug store and a few earlier 
ones that were missing. 
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Follow the bouncing drug stores

Photo courtesy of Leonard Cash
A photo of one of the drug stores in Newcastle.

Become a Published Author with  
Dorrance. We want to read your book!

Trusted by authors for nearly 100 years, Dorrance 
has made countless authors’ dreams come true.

 

 

 
Complete Book  

Publishing Services

FIVE EASY STEPS  
TO PUBLICATION:

1.  Consultation  
2.  Book Production 
3.  Promotion

4.  Distribution 
5.  Merchandising  
     and Fulfillment

Our staff is made 
up of writers, just 
like you. We are 

dedicated to  
making publishing 
dreams come true.

Call now to receive your FREE 
Author’s Guide
855-551-2765

or  www.dorranceinfo.com/letter

BUY 1, GET 1

    40% 

OFF

855-827-9629
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“ You don’t realize how many people 
need the help that Newcastle has.  
Lifeline is one of those programs.  
People are so giving here. Thank you 
& God Bless you!”

— Dolly Phillips

GIVE THE GIFT OF A LIFETIME!

Please help others have this precious sense of security 
by donating in Memory or Honor of a loved one this holiday.

Write your loved one’s name on a piece of 
paper, indicate whether it is Memory or Honor 
of them. For donations of $25 or greater you 

can pick up your crystal angel ornament at 725 
Washington Blvd. Please make checks 

payable to WCHS Lifeline and mail them to 
1124 Washington Blvd., Newcastle WY 82701. 

Call 307-746-3553 for more information.

1124 Washington Blvd. Newcastle WY 82701 | www.wchs-wy.org
Hospital 746-4491 | Manor 746-2793 | Therapy Services 746-3720 | Home Health 746-3553 | Pharmacy 746-2425 

WESTON COUNTY
HEALTH SERVICES

YOUR CHOICE FOR 
QUALITY HEALTHCARE!

No Clipping Required.

Saving is easy! With this policy, experienced 
drivers who switch save an average of $4492

in the fi rst year alone — and they get all the 
benefi ts and privileges you’d expect with 
the AARP Auto Insurance Program from 
The Hartford. Your own savings could actually 
be greater. 

The AARP® Auto Insurance Program from The Hartford.1

  

ON AUTO INSURANCE

GEICO, State Farm and Allstate
Call The Hartford
1-844-727-6809

ON AVERAGE, AARP MEMBERS ENJOY

$449
2

 SAVINGS

Your savings could be 
even more!

when they switch from companies like

FREE duffl e bag when you 
request your free quote!4

Call The Hartford now to request a FREE money-saving quote. 

1-844-727-6809
No coupon necessary.

Not an AARP member? If you’re 50 or over, request a FREE quote and more information today! 

■ 24/7 claims service
■ First accident forgiveness3

■ Lock in your rate for a full 12 months
■ New car replacement3  

The only national auto insurance 
program endorsed by AARP.

of customers recommend 
The Hartford*96%

AARP and its affi liates are not insurers. Paid endorsement. The Hartford pays royalty fees to AARP for the use of its intellectual property. These fees are used for the general purposes of AARP. AARP membership 
is required for Program eligibility in most states.

 The AARP Automobile Insurance Program from The Hartford is underwritten by Hartford Fire Insurance Company and its affi liates, One Hartford Plaza, Hartford, CT 06155. It is underwritten in CA by Hartford 
Underwriters Insurance Company; in WA, by Hartford Casualty Insurance Company; in MN, by Sentinel Insurance Company; and in MA, MI and PA, by Trumbull Insurance Company. Auto is currently unavail-
able in Canada and U.S. Territories or possessions. Specifi c features, credits and discounts may vary and may not be available in all states in accordance with state fi lings and applicable law. Applicants are 
individually underwritten and some may not qualify.
1In Texas, the Auto Program is underwritten by Southern County Mutual Insurance Company, through Hartford Fire General Agency. Hartford Fire Insurance Company and its affi liates are not 
fi nancially responsible for insurance products underwritten and issued by Southern County Mutual Insurance Company.    
2Savings amounts based on information reported by customers who switched to The Hartford from other carriers between 1/1/19 and 12/31/19. Your savings may vary. 3First Accident Forgiveness is not 
available to CA policyholders. Terms and conditions apply. 4Gift is a limited time offer and not available in all states. Email address required in most states. Allow 4-7 weeks for delivery. Bottle not included.

*Based on customer experience reviews shared online at www.thehartford.com/aarp as of June 2020. 006131

Success!

“I’m just glad we were able to do something,” Pam Gualtieri said regarding last week’s 
Pinnacle Bank Festival of Wreaths online auction. Because of COVID-19 restric-
tions, the annual Festival of Wreaths fundraising event was set to be cancelled, but 
a group of businesses and individuals pulled their resources together to come up 
with an alternative to the event that annually raises money for nonprofit organiza-
tions in Weston County. Gualtieri spear-headed the event, with wreaths purchased 
by Pinnacle Bank. Matt Ramsey donated the use of his online auction house. In all, 52 
wreaths were put together by businesses and individuals and donated for the event. 
Of the approximately 13 non-profit organizations that responded, the two chosen as 
this year’s receipients are the Weston County Ministerial Association, and Helping 
Hands. They will be splitting the $8,234 that was raised by the auction. Of that sum 
approximately $400 came in from personal donations. The rest was by bids. The top 
bid was for the wreath, “Santa’s Sidearm” made by the local NRA, which went for $780 
with the winning bid from Jeff Virchow. “Home for Christmas,” made by Hometown 
Medical, was second with a top bid of $550, and “First Snow,” put together by First 
State Bank of Newcastle was the third highest bid at $460. The wreaths were picked 
up Sunday at the Pizza Barn where several had been on display prior to the online 
auction. The remainder were on display at the Antlers. Top, Gualtieri puts wreaths on 
display. Above, Loa Dickinson looks over the wreaths on display at the Pizza Barn. 
Below, Jodi Brooks had the winning bid on this festive wreath that she picked up on 
Sunday.

Photos by Walter Sprague/NLJ

from the people I am so fortunate to represent.” 
Lindholm will work with Lummis from his 

home in Sundance, serving as her state policy 
director. According to Lindholm, Lummis had 
approached him about working with her organiza-
tion and staff for Wyoming. 

“We talked about different ideas, as far as 
what she could accomplish,” Lindholm said. 
“I was fairly blunt with her, and something she 
understands coming from a state legislator, as a 
former state treasurer, is that there are a lot of 
really great ideas to move forward for economic 
development, but there comes a road block from 
the federal government.” 

He said that her excitement about what she 
wants to accomplish while serving in Washington 
is what did it for him. 

“It clicked for us. We have a shared passion, 
and she has the experience to make it happen and 
the opportunity to deliver the ideas,” Lindholm 
said. “She is going to flip D.C. over on its head 

for Wyoming.” 
Lindholm said he is just excited as Lummis. 
“She is raring and charging to go. She is 

100% laser focused on being able to go into that 
Senate and be one of the 100 and stand out,” 
Lindholm said. 

Munoz on the other hand will be working 
with Lummis on the battle front in Washington. 
According to the press release, Munoz will serve 
as Lummis’ legislative director. 

“He is a seasoned navigator of the federal leg-
islative process, with particular expertise in energy 
and environmental policy,” the release says. “He 
joins the senator-elect’s office from the private 
sector where he has advocated for our nation’s 
natural resources and worked closely with federal 
agencies, including the Department of Interior and 
the Environmental Protection Agency. Munoz has 
previously worked on policy for U.S. Senators 
Mike Enzi and John Barrasso as well as former 
Congressman Denny Rehberg.”  

Lummis from Page 1 .....................................................................................



Tip off time!
Watch home games Live 

courtesty of  Weston County 
School District #1

To watch go to www.wcsd1.org
and click on the NFHS link

Dogie Basketball

courtesty of  Weston County 

Dogie Basketball

Thursday, Dec. 17 @ 4 PM
Dogie Girls and Boys Basketball vs Sundance Bulldogs

Friday, Dec. 18 @ 10 AM
7th Grade Girls Basketball District Championships

Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service

The Wait
is Over,

Dec. 24, 4:30 p.m. & 7:00 p.m.
First United Methodist Church

23 N. Seneca, Newcastle WY
307-746-4119

We are all wearing face masks here. We have one just for you.

news letter journal Lifestyles8 — December 17, 2020 editor@newslj.com

For updated guidelines due to public health 
orders or other changes to schedules or 
routines in response to Covid-19 please 

check wcsd1.org regularly.

Follow the News Letter Journal on Facebook!

Walter Sprague
Art and Culture Reporter

On Monday, Dec, 21, a rare 
occurrence will take center 
stage in the sky. According to 
Upton astronomers Dan and 
Janet Pullan, the last time this 
event happened was in the year 
1226. When the two planets pass 
within a half degree of each 
other, it will be the last time 
for hundreds of years to come. 
When planets pass close to each 
other in our sightline, the event 
is called a conjunction.

Both planets will be visible 
to the naked eye if the skies 
are clear. The conjunction can 
be seen just after sunset in the 
Southwestern United States.

To see Saturn’s rings or view 
the moons of both planets, a 
scope or binoculars that can 
magnify by 15 times or more is 
needed.

According to space.com, 
this conjunction is called 
“The Great Conjunction.” The 
informal name is due to the 
event’s rarity and because these 
are the two largest planets in 
the solar system. There are 
more visible conjunctions 
with the other planets, excluding 
Mercury, than these two gas 
giants.

The two planets did get this 
close in 1623. However, the sun 
was in the sky when that hap-
pened for most people on earth, 
so they did not get to see it until 
after it occurred. This event will 
also be happening on the day 
that winter begins — the winter 
solstice. Some astronomers call 
the event an early Christmas 
Star because of how close it is 
to Christmas.

Unfortunately, Dan Pullan 
said that there are no organized 
“star parties” that he is aware 
of in our area because of the 
pandemic. However, because 
this view does not require 
special equipment to observe, 
he also thinks it could be an 
excellent opportunity to spark 
some interest in this field of 
study. Pullan is also a member 
of NASA’s Night Sky Network, 
which exists to promote interest 
in astronomy. He will also 
teach a beginning astronomy 
class on March 18 for  Eastern 
Wyoming College at the high 
school. Anyone interested in 
starting astronomy can call Kim 
Conzelman at (307) 746-3603.

Anyone who wants to view 

this rare conjunction can just 
look for the two brightest stars 
in the southwestern sky. Those 
will be Saturn and Jupiter, and 
they will be very close together. 

Jupiter is the brighter of the two, 
but Saturn will be bright as well. 
If the skies are clear, this event is 
not to be missed, especially for 
those interested in space.

Photo courtesy of Dan Pullan
Janet Pullan, and grandson Gerard Pullan, align an 8-inch 
reflector telescope on an equatorial mount, preparing it for 
a night of observations. 

Early Christmas star to appear

Photo by Walter Sprague/NLJ
Zach Pickle paints the newly cleaned and prepared surface of the floor with added paint 
chips, giving the paint a better look and decreasing the slickness of the surface.

business,” Pickle said. He has great respect for 
the legacy and customer base that Rich has been 
able to build, he said, and as such, he is keeping 
the front of the space a Carquest store.

The expansion for Frontier is to give a com-
plete shopping experience for the residents of 
Newcastle. Two new doorways will be opened 
up between the two stores in January. Carquest 
will still be Carquest. About the only thing that 
will change is the layout and an expansion of 
parts available. Pickle will also increase tools, 
fasteners and other goods that will complement 
the store’s auto parts side. This expansion will 
allow him to make the Frontier side better as 
well, he said. Pickle plans to bring in more 
clothing, especially women’s and children’s 
wear. He will also develop footwear and house-
hold goods. These changes will allow Frontier 
to carry more goods in a less-cluttered environ-
ment. Pickle is hoping to fill the vacuum created 
when Newcastle’s Shopko went out of business.

“The Carquest side will become more of the 
tool-oriented side of the business,” Pickle said, 
“The Frontier side will focus on house goods, 
clothing, and a lot more.” 

One of the things Pickle was excited about is 

the opportunity to carry a considerable amount 
of sporting goods.

Isabell said he is looking forward to all 
the reconstruction to finish. But he is already 
pleased to be in Newcastle.

“It’s a nice town,” he said, “with really good 
people. This move has been a challenge, but I 
have really been enjoying it.” 

Remodeling is taking place even during 
open hours, but Isabell is handling it all well. 
Everyone involved is looking forward to the 
end of construction when both sides of the store 
will be cleaned up. Pickle said he knows it is 
a little crazy trying to find everything at the 
moment, but the store will be organized and will 
fill a much-needed, all-in-one shopping place 
for Newcastle.

Pickle said that we send too many people 
to Gillette or Rapid because we lack many 
goods here, such as a good selection of clothing 
and shoes.

“I’m hoping I can do something to help 
change that,” he said. “There shouldn’t be any 
reason to shop somewhere else. This town can 
supply what we all need. I’m just hoping to do 
my part.”

Frontier from Page 1 ....................................................................................
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Sonja Karp
NLJ Sports Reporter

 
The southeast corner 

of Wyoming was the stage 
for the Lady Dogies as they 
opened their 2020-21 season 
on Saturday, and the squad 
was challenged with two 
talented opponents eager to 
show off in front of their home 
crowd.

The first contest of the day 
was in Pine Bluffs against 
the Lady Hornets who missed 
out on the 2A State title last 
March by only seven points 
and entered the season ranked 
No. 5. It was a hard-fought 
battle from start to finish with 
each team trading blows, but 
Newcastle was able to walk 
away with a 47-41 win. From 
there they hopped on the bus 
and scooted down the road 
to Burns to take on the Lady 
Broncs. Unfortunately, the 
Lady Dogies ran out of gas 
before the 32 minutes were 

Sonja Karp
NLJ Sports Reporter      

 
The Newcastle/Upton grapplers took 

Niobrara County by storm and domi-
nated at the Lusk Invitational in their 
opening weekend, defeating Glenrock 
45-21, Wright 42-24  and Lusk 48-21.

“It was a pretty fun weekend, and we 
didn’t do too bad,” conceded co-head 
coach Lee McCoy. “It was good to start 
out with three wins.”

“They were good duals and were 

pretty competitive, and we matched 
up pretty well with all the teams,” he 
continued. “And for being the first 
event out of the chute the kids did pretty 
well — but we also discovered we do 
have a lot to work on of course.”

Glenrock was first on the docket 
for the Dogies/Bobcats, and according 
to McCoy they came in with a couple 
of pretty tough kids. Fortunately, his 
team matched up pretty well. Their top 
wrestler was competing at 152, two-
time state champion Kale Corley’s 

weight class. 
McCoy admitted that he expected 

it to be a pretty competitive match, 
however Corley made quick work of his 
opponent, sticking him just 47 seconds 
into the second period.

“The kid chose down to start the 
second which is a mistake when you 
wrestle Kale,” McCoy laughed. “He 
handled him pretty easily after that.”

Corley’s second match of the day 
went 34 seconds into the second period 
before he pinned his Wright opponent, 

who then finished the day with a forfeit 
win against Lusk. 

Blake Durfee (120) had a good 
match in his debut contest of the season 
which was over almost before it began. 
Durfee left no room for debate as he 
pinned his opponent in just 33 seconds, 
and the senior would go undefeated 
on the day, by sticking his Wright and 
Lusk competitors in 1:46 and 4:09 
respectively.

Three weeks ago I 
was feeling a little 
verklempt. Anyone 

who knows me knows that 
basketball is my most very 
favorite sport, and with the 
spike in Covid-19 cases, I 
was afraid that the plug was 
going to be pulled on letting 
winter sports happen before 
they even got started.

I breathed a very long 
sigh of relief as I spent my 
Saturday glued to my televi-

sion as I 
streamed 
Dogie 
and Lady 
Dogie bas-
ketball in 
my living 
room.

There 
weren’t 
a lot of 
fans in the 
stands, but 

I heard every cheer and every 
groan. And those fans were all 
wearing masks and seemed to 
be faring pretty well.

What was really kind of 
cool was that I could hear 
the coaches as they coached 
their teams from the sidelines, 
and they were doing so 
behind masks.

— See Ladies, Page 12

— See Wrestling, Page 10— See Karpe, Page 10

And 
they’re 
off!

NEWCASTLE:
NMS Girls Basketball
12/18  District Championship 
 @ Sundance 7th  A  10AM
12/18  District Championship 
 @ Upton 8th  H  10AM

NHS Boys Basketball
12/17 V9 Sundance HS  H  4:15PM
12/19 V9 Laramie HS H  1PM

NHS Girls Basketball
12/17 VJ Sundance HS  H  4PM
12/19 V9 Laramie HS  H  1PM

NHS Wrestling
12/17 VJ Buffalo HS @Upton  H  6PM
12/18 VJ Battle in the Big Horns    A      12:30PM

NHS Boys Swimming
12/18  Newcastle Hosts H 4PM
12/19  Newcastle Hosts H 10AM

UPTON:
UMS Girls Basketball
12/3 MSGBB Twin Spruce  4:30PM

UHS Girls Basketball
12/18 JV-V  Lead-Deadwood H  4PM 
12/19 JV-V  Belle Fourche H  11AM 

UHS Boys Basketball
12/18 JV-V  Lead-Deadwood H  4:30PM 
12/19 JV-V  Belle Fourche H  11AM 

SPORTS
SCHEDULES

Photo courtesy 
of Nicole McFarland

Jaylen Ostenson picked up 
where she left off last sea-
son as the team’s leading 
scorer in the opening week-
end of Lady Dogie hoops 
last Saturday. The sopho-
more finished the day scor-
ing 23 against Pine Bluffs 
and 20 against Burns.

Wrestlers dominate the day

Ladies split opening weekend
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Our teams faced a huge 
challenge in their first weekend 
out, playing two games in one 
day, but what I saw on the 
court from every team inspired 
me beyond words.

Win or lose, there was not a 
single moment when I saw any 
player give anything less than 
their best. 

It was as if they were 
playing their last game of the 
season.

I feel like there is a good 
chance that our Dogies will 
be able to see their seasons to 
fruition, but I also believe that 
it’s going to take the coopera-
tion of schools, teams, coaches 
and fans to make that happen. 

The WHSAA has worked 
with the Wyoming Department 
of Health, and in spite of the 
new mask mandate and the 
tightening of restrictions on 
business and gatherings, high 
school sports still have the 
green light to proceed.

Hopefully all schools will 

follow the mandates in order 
to keep the kids on the court, 
on the mat and in the pool, 
because I worry that one rotten 
apple may spoil the bunch.

Unfortunately as I was 
looking at WyoPreps and 
checking out the opening 
weekend of results, I was a 
bit perplexed to see that there 
were results of Wyoming 
teams playing out-of-state 
schools. It was my under-
standing that interstate 
contests were being cancelled 
due to COVID restrictions, 
however, there were results 
from Wyoming teams playing 
schools from South Dakota, 
Idaho and Nebraska last week.

And apparently protocol 
from one host school to 
another is also not necessarily 
consistent. Some places  
are clearing and cleaning  
the gym between contests as 
per required, while some are 
a bit more relaxed in their 
procedures. 

It’s nearly the end of 2020, 
the year that has been one for 
the history books, and we are 
all getting COVID weary. As 
I saw on Facebook today, the 
symptoms of that are trying to 
decide whether or not licking 
a public handrail in the hopes 
of contracting the virus would 
be a better option than doing 
everything we personally can 
to avoid contracting it.

I know I’ve felt like that 
recently, but I also know that 
we need to stay the course to 
allow our kids to participate in 
the sport(s) they love.

This week, the Lady 
Dogie and Dogie hoops crew 
have their home opener on 
Thursday and the Dogie swim-
mers host back to back meets 
on Friday and Saturday, and 
I know that I will be proudly 
wearing my mask as I broad-
cast for the fans watching on 
the NFHS. I also know that 
all the Dogie faithful will be 
doing the same.

Karpe from Page 9  ..............................................................................................

Cael Holmes (120) also had a short go of it, 
sticking his challenger in just 1:06, but then got 
caught in a headlock in his match against Wright 
and lost by a 2-8 decision against Lusk.

“I’m confident Cael would have won against 
the Wright kid,” McCoy began. “Unfortunately, 
he just made a little mistake that put him in a 
bad position. 

Skylar Jenkins also had a good start to his 
season. Jenkins was expected to wrestle at 170 
on Saturday, but he competed at 160 due to 
Newcastle being awarded two extra pounds on 
the day. The reason for the two-pound leeway 
was that Glenrock had contests on Thursday and 
Friday, and as such were given one bonus pound 
per day. Because Glenrock was allowed two 
extra, so was Newcastle.

Jenkins finished off the Herder competitor in 
26 seconds, almost before he could break a sweat, 
and did the same to his Wright Panther opponent 
just one second shy of the end of the first period. 
Lusk was open at the 160-pound weight class, so 
the senior finished the day with a perfect record. 

Johnny Carlson went two and one at 132, 
defeating Glenrock in a 7-5 decision, losing by 
pin to Wright in the third period and sticking 
Lusk just 28 seconds into the match.

Josh Womack, in the 195-pound weight class, 
had a nearly perfect day aside from losing his 
first match by a close 17-20 decision, winning 
his second by forfeit and closing out the day 
with a quick pin in his final contest after only 44 
seconds of competition.

“It was a good way to start the season, and it 
was also good for us and the guys to see what still 
needs to be done,” McCoy nodded. “They were 
good team wins, but we have a lot of individual 
things we need to work on in order to get where 
we need to be.” 

McCoy went on to stress that his team has a 
pretty full slate of things to improve upon this 
week as they prepare to host Buffalo in a dual 
in Upton on Thursday, then travel to Worland on 
Friday for the annual Battle of the Big Horns. 

There they will see Thermopolis, Powell, Lovell 
and Worland. 

Thursday’s dual will also be the senior rec-
ognition for the team since Blake Durfee and 
Aidan Coberly are each from Upton. They will 
be recognized again at the Newcastle Invite for 
the Dogie seniors. 

Though school dismisses for Christmas 
break on Friday, the squad has one more contest 
before Christmas. On Tuesday, Dec. 22, they 
will travel to Sheridan for the 3A/4A duals and 
will go up against Thunder Basin, Sheridan and 
other 4A teams. 

“We have some tough teams coming up so we 
need to be ready for those,” McCoy concluded. 
“But it’s great that we will be seeing some quality 
competition before the break.”

Photo courtesy of Cindy Corley
Cael Holmes (120) opened up his season with a pin over Glenrock only 1:06 into the first 
period, but went on to drop his next two matches against Wright and Lusk.

Wrestling from Page 9  ..........................................................................

Newcastle/Upton @ Lusk 
Quad 12/12/20
Win v. Glenrock 45-21
106: Double Forfeit
113: Double Forfeit
120: Blake Durfee W by 
Fall :33
126: Cael Holmes W by Fall 
1:06
132: Jonathan Morgan W by 
Decision 7-5
138: Thomas Prell W by Forfeit
145: Aidan Coberly W by 
Forfeit
152: Kale Corley W by Fall 
2:47
160: Skylar Jenkins W by 
Fall :26
170: Jacob Prell L by Fall 1:48
182: Ian Simmons L by Fall 
2:10
195: Josh Womack L by Deci-
sion 17-20
220: Open Forfeit
285: Open Forfeit
 
Win v. Wright 42-24
106: Double Forfeit
113: Double Forfeit
120: Blake Durfee W by Fall 
1:46
126: Cael Holmes L by Fall 
1:31
132: Jonathan Morgan L by 
Fall 4:39
138: Thomas Prell W by Forfeit

145: Aidan Coberly L by Fall 
1:34
152: Kale Corley W by Fall 
2:34
160: Skylar Jenkins W by 
Fall 1:59
170: Jacob Prell W by Forfeit
182: Ian Simmons W by Forfeit
195: Josh Womack W by 
Forfeit
220: Double Forfeit
285: Open Forfeit
 
Win v. Lusk 48-21
106: Open Forfeit
113: Double Forfeit
120: Blake Durfee W by Fall 
4:09
126: Cael Holmes L by Deci-
sion 2-8
132: Jonathan Morgan W by 
Fall :28
138: Thomas Prell W by Forfeit
145: Aidan Coberly W by 
Fall 1:35
152: Kale Corley W by Forfeit
160: Skylar Jenkins W by 
Forfeit
170: Jacob Prell L by Fall 3:34
182: Ian Simmons W by Fall 
5:29
195: Josh Womack W by 
Fall :44
220: Open Forfeit
285: Double Forfeit

NHS Wrestling



editor@newslj.com  December 17, 2020 — 11news letter journal Sports

Sonja Karp
NLJ Sports Reporter

 
Suiting only one returning starter 

and two limited minute role players 
from last year’s varsity squad meant 
there was a big question mark as head 
coach Allen Von Eye’s Dogies took 
the court for their inaugural contest of 
the 2020-21 season. 

In addition to lacking experience, 
Newcastle is also lacking in size and 
were going into last Saturday tasked 
with taking on two teams whose 
veteran players brought some chal-
lenging length to the floor.

“Pine Bluffs is a long, athletic 
team and though they aren’t deep, 
their top five are pretty solid kids,” 
Von Eye began. “Burns is also a 
big, long team and has a pretty solid 
6-foot, 6-inch big man on the inside, 
so both teams presented us with some 
matchup issues.”

Concern regarding the size of 
the Hornets moved Von Eye to start 
his team in a zone defense against 
Pine Bluffs, however their opponent 
quickly saw their advantage and ran 
a high-low inside game which the 
Dogies struggled to defend. In addi-
tion, the squad found themselves out 
of position to bring down rebounds 
which allowed the Hornets several 
second chance opportunities in the 
first half.

“We worked on post defense at 
length last week because we knew 

it was going to happen, but it’s hard 
to work on defending bigs when we 
don’t have any bigs to practice on,” 
Von Eye sighed. “We did adjust and 
were able to force them into some 
tough shots now and again, but when 
you’re guarding 6 foot, 4 inches or 
6-foot, 5 inches with 5 foot, 10 inches 
or 5 foot, 11 inches you’re at a serious 
disadvantage.”

Amidst their defensive challenges, 
Newcastle also struggled to get to the 
rim and finish their shots on offense, 
so went into the half down 16-32.

“The first half seemed to be a 
bunch of inexperienced guys trying to 
find their footing,” Von Eye analyzed. 
“Hindsight being 20/20, I wish I 

would have applied some pressure 
a little earlier on, because when we 
slapped on full- and half-court pres-
sure, they didn’t handle it very well 
and they turned it over a whole pile 
of times.”

Unfortunately, the Dogies weren’t 
able to take advantage of those oppor-
tunities much in the first half. 

The second half appeared to be 
better and the squad was able to 
convert those forced turnovers into 
buckets, and made some runs of 
their own to cut the lead a little. 
Unfortunately, when they had to 
expend the amount of energy required 
to try to dig themselves out of the 
hole they were in, it was tough to 
come out on top.

“I thought we battled the whole 
game and the guys went hard and 
fought from start to finish,” Von Eye 
nodded. “I was impressed with some 
of the things our sophomores did, 
and junior Aidan Chick also played 
a really good game along with Zach 
Purviance, especially on the boards.”

The Dogies ended up in a 20-point 
deficit as they dropped the contest 
38-58. In the loss, the squad had 
eight guys get on the board with 
pretty even distribution of scoring. 
Purviance, the lone returning starter, 
finished with nine points and 13 
rebounds, while Aidan Chick also 
contributed nine points to his team’s 
total. Tate Engle, Landon Engle and 
Quint Perino each added four points, 

Avery Chick and Hayden Overman 
each contributed three points, and 
Christian Santos put in two to round 
out the team’s final score. 

The Dogies’ second contest of 
the day was just down the road in 
Burns where they once again faced off 
against a big, long team but they took 
the lessons learned against Pine Bluffs 
and applied them to the Bronc’s big 
inside man, performing a little better 
with their post defense.

“We got inside more and went 
right at their big to get him in foul 
trouble,” Von Eye declared. “Tate was 
really aggressive going at him despite 
giving up about a foot to the 6-foot, 
6-inch junior who is built like a line-
backer. I was proud of that, but again 
we just couldn’t buy a bucket.”

Once again, the Dogies started to 
apply some pressure on the Broncs, 
which resulted in turning them over, 
and they went on to do a nice job 
of getting to the glass and finishing 
so were able to cut Burns’ lead to 
five before the half. Unfortunately, 
Newcastle gave up an open three at 
the buzzer so it was a bit of a downer 
going into the half. However, with 
only an eight-point deficit, the Dogies 
had a lot to feel good about at the 
halfway point.

“One thing I have really, really 
enjoyed with this crew is their owner-
ship. They understand when they are 
making mistakes, and they want to fix 
it — and I absolutely love that,” Von 

Eye exclaimed. “Despite getting a bit 
of a butt chewing in the locker room, 
the guys came out and owned it. If 
your kids are resilient, good things 
are going to happen, but again we just 
couldn’t buy buckets.”

Though lacking in length, guard 
play is strong for the Dogies with 
quick, athletic guys on the perimeter, 
and the end score of 30-66 certainly 
did not reflect their effort.

“We battled our tails off and put 
ourselves in the position to learn a 
lot of things, and realistically when 
you’ve got one starter and only a 
couple of kids with limited time 
coming back, there’s going to be a 
pretty steep learning curve,” Von Eye 
nodded. “But again, this crew is great 
at recognizing and owning their short-
comings and I have no doubt they will 
do everything they can to improve 
upon those.”

The Dogies are going into 
another week with some pretty tough  
competition. First off, they will be 
challenged with taking on a strong, 
veteran Sundance team that will  
come to town on Thursday, and 
will travel to Laramie to play the 
Plainsmen on Saturday.

“It’ll be a couple of interesting 
basketball games,” Von Eye mused. 
“It’s a good opening stretch to chal-
lenge us and give us the opportu-
nity to grow a little bit before 
opening up conference play after the  
Christmas break.”

Dogie men gain experience in opener
Newcastle @ Pine Bluffs 12/12/20: 38-58 
Zach Purviance: 9 points, 13 rebounds, 1 assist, 2 
steals, 1 charge taken
Tate Engle: 4 points, 2 rebounds, 2 assists, 3 steals
Landon Engle: 4 points, 2 rebounds
Aidan Chick: 9 points, 1 rebound, 4 steals
Avery Chick: 3 points, 2 rebounds, 1 assist, 3 
steals, 1 block
Christian Santos: 2 points, 4 rebounds, 1 steal
Quint Perino: 4 points, 4 rebounds, 1 steal
Hayden Overman: 3 points, 3 rebounds, 1 steal
Gavin Gray: 1 rebound
Hogan Tystad: 1 assist
 
Newcastle @ Burns 12/12/20: 30-66 
Zach Purviance: 9 points, 8 rebounds, 5 steals
Tate Engle: 7 points, 1 rebound, 1 assist, 2 steals
Landon Engle: 6 points, 4 rebounds, 2 steals
Aidan Chick: 6 points, 5 rebounds, 4 steals
Avery Chick: 1 rebound, 2 steals
Christian Santos: 2 points, 3 rebounds, 1 steal
Hayden Overman: 3 rebounds, 1 steal
Gunner Ramsey: 1 rebound
Braden Jenkins: 1 rebound

NHS Mens Basketball
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How often does your city buy new cars?
How much did your county spend last month?

How much are public employees paid?
CHECK YOUR NEWSPAPER
A treasure trove of information delivered right to your doorstep.



news letter journal Sports12 —  December 17, 2020 editor@newslj.com

Phone and Internet Discounts  
Available to CenturyLink Customers

The Wyoming Public Service Commission 
designated CenturyLink as an Eligible 
Telecommunications Carrier within its service 
area for universal service purposes. CenturyLink’s 
basic local service rates for residential voice lines 
are $25.10 per month and business services are 
$25.10 per month. Specific rates will be provided 
upon request. 

CenturyLink participates in a government 
benefit program (Lifeline) to make residential 
telephone or qualifying broadband service more 
affordable to eligible low-income individuals 
and families. Eligible customers are those that 
meet eligibility standards as defined by the FCC 
and state commissions. Residents who live on 
federally recognized Tribal Lands may qualify for 
additional Tribal benefits if they participate in 
certain federal eligibility programs. The Lifeline 
discount is available for only one telephone or 
qualifying broadband service per household, and 
can be on either wireline or wireless service. 
Broadband speeds must be 25 Mbps download 
and 3 Mbps upload or faster to qualify.

A household is defined for the purposes of the 
Lifeline program as any individual or group 
of individuals who live together at the same 
address and share income and expenses. Lifeline 
service is not transferable, and only eligible 
consumers may enroll in the program. Consumers 
who willfully make false statements in order to 
obtain a Lifeline discount can be punished by 
fine or imprisonment and can be barred from the 
program.

If you live in a CenturyLink service area, please 
call 1-888-833-9522 or visit centurylink.com/
lifeline with questions or to request an application 
for the Lifeline program.

IV Support Holdings

833-473-1194

Our best deal
on Internet ever!
Plans from $30/mo

UP TO

12
Mbps

Minimum 24-month service term. Service plan is subject to data transmission limits measured on a monthly basis. 
Equipment lease fee is $9.99/mo. and taxes apply. Speeds are “up to,” are not guaranteed and will vary. Service is not 
available in all areas. Offer may be changed or withdrawn at any time. Viasat is a registered service mark of Viasat, Inc.

Call to get your FREE Information Kit

1-866-683-0331
or visit dental50plus.com/letter

Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefits 
Rider. Product not available in all states. Acceptance guaranteed for one 
insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details about 
this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-
969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); 
Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN); Rider 
kinds B438/B439 (GA: B439B). 
6255

DENTAL Insurance
Get Dental Insurance from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. It helps cover 
over 350 procedures — from cleanings 
and fillings to crowns and dentures.

• See any dentist you want,  
 but save more with one in our network
• No deductible, no annual maximum
• Immediate coverage for preventive care 

journalism
the collection and editing of

for presentation through media.

up and they dropped that game 
39-44.

“I thought it was a great 
weekend to get out and get 
going,” head coach Chad 
Ostenson began. “We got to 
play two really good teams 
right off the bat which is great 
to give us an idea of where 
we’re at.”

The Lady Dogies were a 
little tight as they took posses-
sion to start their season against 
Pine Bluffs, and as such missed 
quite a few shots they don’t 
characteristically miss.

“We couldn’t make any-
thing in that first quarter,” 
Ostenson laughed. “Shoot, I 
bet Jaylen [Ostenson] could 
have had 40 points by the end 
of it if she had shot in the first 
two quarters like she did at the 
end of the game.”

In the second half, the 
ladies settled in and the nerves 
relaxed, which Newcastle used 
to get into an offensive groove, 
and defensively the squad was 
all over the Lady Hornets from 
start to finish.

Ostenson finished the game 
as the leading scorer, drop-
ping in 23 points. She was fol-
lowed by Shelby Tidyman who 
added eight, Tiernan Stanton 
put in six, Mercedes Voelker 
finished with five while Hunter 
McFarland and Shawnee Miles 
scored three and two points, 
respectively.

After a quick 20-minute 
drive down the road to Burns, 
the Lady Dogies started strong 
against the Lady Broncs, 
blazing out to a 14-4 lead, but 
went ice cold and were unable 
to score at all in the second 
quarter. 

At the start of the second 
half, the squad threw their 
1-3-1 half-court trap on Burns 
which brought back a spark 
allowing the team to make  
a good run, but the ladies ran 
out of time before the final 
horn blew and they found 
themselves just six points shy 
of victory. 

“Our legs were shot for 
Burns, and we were about a 
half a step behind from the 
beginning and our shots were 
just a little short of what 
they usually are,” Ostenson 
admitted. “But the girls didn’t 
roll over, and they kept after 
them so they cut into the lead, 
which I was really glad to see.” 

Once again, Ostenson was 
the Lady Dogies’ leading 
scorer finishing with 20 points, 
MacKenzie Conzelman was 
next with eight, Stanton again 
had six points, Tidyman added 
two and Claire Beastrom 
rounded out the scoring with 
one point.

The full court defensive 
pressure the Lady Dogies 
applied all day gave their 
opponents fits, and the squad 
demonstrated their up-tempo 
style of play as well. Against 
the Lady Hornets, Newcastle 
forced 32 turnovers, and 
against Burns, 20, however the 
Dogies took care of the ball at 
the same time committing only 
10 and 17, respectively.

In addition, Newcastle held 
both of their opponents to a 
little over 40 points which 
Coach Ostenson believes will 
bode well for his team through 
the course of the season.

“I feel pretty good about 

what I saw and what we did, 
and also got ideas about what 
we need to work on. We have 
some pretty good weapons 
and I think we’re going to 
be alright,” Ostenson nodded. 
“Overall it was a great first 
weekend and it was just really 
great to be able to get on the 
court and play. I wasn’t sure 

we’d be able to until we were 
out of the bus and on the floor 
because you just never know 
anymore.”

This week the Lady Dogies 
play their home opener on 
Thursday as they host the 
Sundance Lady Bulldogs who 
are currently ranked second 
in 2A, then travel to Laramie 

on Saturday to take on the 4A 
Lady Plainsmen.

“We’ve been wanting to get 
a 4A school just to see where we 
stand there,” Ostenson nodded. 
“It’ll be a good week for us to 
take on two more quality teams 
before the Christmas break, 
and to give us some prep for 
Douglas and Rawlins.”

Ladies from Page 9 .................................................................................................................................................

Photo courtesy of Nicole McFarland
Mercedes Voelker is back for her final year as a Lady Dogie, and though she was a little off 
the mark from three-point land on Saturday, head coach Chad Ostenson is looking to her to 
be a threat from beyond the arc this season. Shelby Tidyman, below, returns as one of the 
Lady Dogies front men for their full court pressure defense and played a key role in forcing 
32 turnovers against Pine Bluffs on Saturday.

Newcastle @ Pine Bluffs 12/12/20: 47-41
Mercedes Voelker: 5 points, 3 rebounds, 
2 assists
Jaylen Ostenson: 23 points, 6 rebounds, 1 
assist,  9 steals, 1 block
Shelby Tidyman: 8 points, 2 rebounds, 3 
assists, 1 steal
Hunter McFarland: 3 points, 1 rebound, 
3 assists
Tiernan Stanton: 6 points, 7 rebounds, 1 
steal, 1 block
Claire Beastrom: 2 rebounds, 4 steals
MacKenzie Conzelman: 1 rebound, 1 
assist, 2 steals
Shawnee Miles: 2 points, 2 steals
 
Newcastle @ Burns 12/12/20: 39-44
Mercedes Voelker: 2 rebounds, 1 assist, 
1 steal
Jaylen Ostenson: 20 points, 6 rebounds, 
1 steals
Shelby Tidyman: 2 points, 4 rebounds, 6 
assists, 1 steal
Hunter McFarland: 1 rebound, 1 steal
Tiernan Stanton: 6 points, 9 rebounds, 1 
steal, 3 blocks
Claire Beastrom: 1 point, 2 rebounds
MacKenzie Conzelman: 8 points, 4 
rebounds, 1 block
Shawnee Miles: 3 rebounds, 2 assists, 
2 steals

NHS Ladies Basketball
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Like many events this year, First State Bank 
of Newcastle’s Annual Customer Appreciation 
Day was altered due to COVID-19. This year, 
the bank instead had a Customer Appreciation 
Week, Dec. 7 through Dec. 11, allowing custom-
ers to come in at their leisure to pick up gift 
bags and sign up for a drawing. At left, FSB 
employee Denise Griffis shows some of the 
prizes available in the drawing. Below left, Pat 
Heberling fills out an entry form for the draw-
ing. Below, displaying the spirit of Christmas 
and a heart of giving, First State Bank displays 
a stately big Christmas tree that was decorated 
by the employees.

Photos by Walter Sprague/NLJ

Showing appreciation



YEAR IN REVIEW

ACROSS
1. *New wardrobe accessory
5. *RIP, ____
8. Flock’s echo
12. Reply from a tunnel?
13. Feline noise
14. Edward Teller’s “baby”
15. Beat
16. Competently
17. Savory jelly
18. *Blue vs. red competition
20. One third of a three-piece 
suit
21. Mailed greetings
22. Long time
23. ____ biloba
26. Anointing oil
30. Nurses’ org.
31. Leafy vegetable
34. “Cogito, ____ sum”
35. Mooring spots
37. Bring into play
38. Old Brazilian coins
39. Prefix with ‘graph’
40. *Joe’s running mate
42. PGA peg
43. What bees did
45. Fixes firmly
47. Summer mo.
48. R in NPR
50. Widespread
52. *WHO’s March announce-
ment
55. Cliffside dwelling
56. Drop-off spot
57. Sonic sound
59. Sports figures, e.g.
60. Persian backgammon
61. Water carrier
62. *Late basketball legend
63. *____ lightning, cause of 
California wildfires
64. X-ray units

DOWN
1. Copy cats
2. Flu symptom
3. Synagogue
4. 1/100th of a ruble
5. Bid again
6. Western neckwear, pl.
7. Gwyneth, to friends
8. *Like a vote during lockdown
9. What Joy Mangano does on 
TV
10. Do like exhaust pipe
11. *”Transplant” network
13. ____ of honor
14. It’s often wreaked
19. Zoo enclosures
22. Compass dir.
23. Labored breaths
24. *Jared Kushner to Donald 
Trump
25. Nigerian money
26. Part of an eye
27. About to explode
28. Looked at, amorously
29. Smelling organs
32. Two of the same
33. Philosopher’s study
36. *Best Picture Oscar-winner
38. China grass
40. Party barrel
41. Having a cover
44. *What Zoom host does to 
guests, sometimes
46. Type of jacket
48. “M*A*S*H” character
49. Ticked off
50. *President Trump used this 
power in 2020
51. United ____ Emirates
52. Be undecided
53. *Caucus state
54. Like most universities

55. Pose a question 58. Robinson or Doubtfire
Fun and Games

Weather
Vane

Last week’s answers

DATE HI LO
S-06 59   25 
M-07 63   25 
T-08 70   37 
W-09 70   37 
T-10 45   28    
F-11 34   21     
S-12 28   16 

“Early to bed, early 
to rise, work like hell 
and advertise.”

– Ted Turner

— Invest in your business —

14 W. Main Street • 746-2777 2208 W. Main Street • 746-4433
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Legal Notice  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

IN THE DISTRICT COURT
OF THE SIXTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

OF THE STATE OF WYOMING
IN AND FOR WESTON COUNTY

Civil Action Case No. CV-2053
In re name change of Vitohl Wit Kent-Loomis
(minor child’s correct full name)
Minor Child, By Next Friend,
Jonah Web Loomis
(Petitioner’s full name)

PUBLIC NOTICE OF PUBLICATION
In accordance with Wyoming Statutes I-25-

103, notice is hereby given that a Petition for 
Name Change of Minor Child, Civil Action 
No. CV-2053 has been filed in the Wyoming 
District Court for the Sixth Judicial District, 
whose address is 1 W. Main Street Newcastle, 
WY 82701, seeking to change the name of the 
minor child Vitohl Wit Kent-Loomis to Wit Hruby 
Loomis.

Unless an Answer or Response to the Petition 
referenced above is filed within 30 days following 
the last date of publication of this notice, an 
order may be entered granting the requested 
name change. 

Dated November 23, 2020
Tina Cote
Clerk of District Court
Donna C. Podio
Deputy

(Publish December 10, 17, 24 and 31, 2020)

Public Notice  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Wyoming Public Service Commission 
(Commission) approved the Application of Black 
Hills Wyoming Gas, LLC d/b/a Black Hills Energy 
(BHWG or the Company) to establish a total 
purchased gas cost of $0.3250 per therm, repre-
senting an increase of $0.0604 per therm, effec-
tive on and after December 1, 2020. The rate 
is applicable to all non-Choice Gas customers. 
The Commission’s approval is subject to notice, 
protest, intervention, refund, change, further 
investigation, opportunity for hearing and further 
order of the Commission.

The Company’s approximately 69,957 non-
Choice Gas retail customers are located in and 
around Casper, Cheyenne, Cody, Gillette and 
Torrington. The proposed purchased gas cost 
would result in a monthly increase of approxi-
mately $7.67 or 9.2% for BHWG residential 
customers who use a monthly average of 127 
therms during the rate-effective period from 
December 1, 2020 to February 28, 2021.

The revision results in an overall projected 
dollar-for-dollar increase in the Company’s 
December 2020 through February 2021 rev-
enues of approximately $2,299,877.

The Commission approved additional routine 
changes to be effective on and after December 
1, 2020. The net effect of all the proposed 
rate changes provides for an average monthly 
increase of approximately $7.56 or 9.1% for resi-
dential customers who use a monthly average of 
127 therms during the rate effective period.

Commission Rule Chapter 3, Section 26 
allows a utility to pass on to its customers 
known or projected commodity cost increases or 
decreases on a dollar-for-dollar basis, subject to 
public notice, opportunity for hearing and refund.

Interested persons may inspect the 
Application at BHWG’s Wyoming business office 
and at the Commission’s offices in Cheyenne. 
The Application is available for inspection by any 
interested person during regular business hours 
or online at: http://psc.wyo.gov/.

Anyone desiring to file a statement, interven-
tion petition, protest or request for a public 
hearing in this matter must file in writing with 
the Commission on or before January 7, 2021. 
A proposed intervention or request for hearing 
must set forth the grounds under which it is 
made and the position and interest of the peti-
tioner in this proceeding.

If you wish to intervene in this matter or 
request a public hearing that you will attend, or 
want to make a statement, a protest or a public 
comment, and you require reasonable accom-
modation for a disability, please contact the 
Commission at (307) 777-7427, or write to the 
Commission at 2515 Warren Avenue, Suite 300, 
Cheyenne, Wyoming 82002, to make arrange-
ments. Communications-impaired persons may 
also contact the Commission by accessing 
Wyoming Relay at 711. Please mention Docket 
No. 30026-34-GP-20 (Record No. 15636) in your 
communications.

Dated: December 7, 2020.

(Publish December 17 and 24, 2020) 

Public Notice  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Wyoming Public Service Commission 
(Commission) has authorized Black Hills 
Wyoming Gas, LLC d/b/a Black Hills Energy 
(BHWG or the Company) to implement a 
decrease of $0.0008 per therm in the Company’s 
Revenue Adjustment Mechanism (RAM) rate. 
The Commission’s approval of BHWG’s rate 
change is subject to notice, protest, intervention, 
refund, change, further investigation, opportunity 
for hearing and further order of the Commission.

The RAM rate applies to approximately 
131,000 customers, including Choice Gas cus-
tomers. The proposed RAM rate would provide 
for an average monthly decrease of approxi-
mately $0.08 (-0.1%) for residential customers 
who use a monthly average of 103 therms during 
the rate-effective period of December 1, 2020, 
through May 31, 2021.

BHE’s Application is on file at the 
Commission’s offices in Cheyenne. The 
Application is available for inspection by any 
interested person during regular business hours 
or online at: http://psc.wyo.gov.

Anyone desiring to file a public comment, 
statement, intervention petition, protest or 
request for a public hearing in this matter must 
so file with the Commission in writing on or 
before January 8, 2021. Any intervention request 
filed with the Commission shall set forth the 
grounds of the proposed intervention or request 
for hearing as well as the position and the 
interest of the petitioner in this proceeding.

If you wish to intervene in this matter or 
request a public hearing that you will attend, or 
want to make a statement, a protest, or a public 
comment, and you require reasonable accom-
modation for a disability, please contact the 
Commission at (307) 777-7427, or write to the 
Commission at 2515 Warren Avenue, Suite 300, 
Cheyenne, Wyoming 82002, to make arrange-
ments. Communications impaired persons may 
also contact the Commission by accessing 
Wyoming Relay at 711. Please mention Docket 
No. 30026-35-GM-20 (Record No. 15639) in 
your communications. 

Dated: December 10, 2020.

(Publish December 17 and 24, 2020) 

DEADLINE FOR LEGALS 
IS FRIDAY 
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December 6
Extra Patrol Requested. Assist Other Agency. 

Suspicious Activity Reported. Traffic Stop, 
Citation Issued. Non-Authorized Controlled Burn 
Reported. Traffic Stop, Written Warning Issued. 
911 Misdial. Traffic Stop, Written Warning 
Issued. 

December 7
School Walkthrough. 

Arrest Warrant Issued. 
Arrest Warrant Issued. 
Arrest Warrant Issued. 
Arrest Warrant Issued. 
Arrest Warrant Issued. 
School Walkthrough. 
Arrest Warrant Issued. 
Arrest Warrant Issued. 
Arrest Warrant Issued. 
Arrest Warrant Issued. 
Arrest Warrant Issued. 
Arrest Warrant Issued. 
Arrest Warrant Issued. 
Arrest Warrant Issued. 
Arrest Warrant Issued. 
Arrest Warrant Issued. 
Arrest Warrant Issued. 
Possible Drugs Reported. VIN Inspection 
Requested. Arrest Warrant Issued. Arrest 
Warrant Issued. Arrest Warrant Issued. 
Motorists Assist. Protection Order Issued. 911 
Misdial. Message Delivery Requested. 

December 8
Traffic Stop, Verbal Warning Issued. 

Police Blotter  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

Suspicious Activity Reported. Suspicious 
Person Reported. School Walkthrough. Traffic 
Stop, Citation Issued. Protection Order Issued. 
Lost Property Reported. Report of Two Dogs 
at Large. Abandoned 911. VIN Inspection 
Requested. Vehicle vs. Deer Accident Reported.

December 9 
911 Misdial. Medical Assist. Traffic 

Control Requested. Civil Matter 
Reported. Traffic Stop, Written Warning 
Issued. Bus Arm Runner Reported. 
Assist Other Agency. Bar Walkthrough 
Completed. 

December 10
Traffic Hazard Reported. Hazmat Leak 

Reported. VIN Inspection Requested. 
School Bus Arm Runner Reported. 
Medical Assist. Drunk Driver Reported. 
Medical Assist.

December 11
Bar Walkthrough. Domestic Issue 

Reported. School Walkthrough. School 
Walkthrough. VIN Inspection Requested. 
VIN Inspection Requested. Traffic Stop, 
Written Warning Issued. Traffic Stop, 
Written Warning Issued. VIN Inspection 

Requested. Dogs Chasing Deer Reported. 
December 12
Traffic Stop, Written Warning Issued. Bar 

Fight Reported. Minor Two Vehicle Accident 
Reported. Traffic Stop, Citation Issued. Traffic 
Stop, Written Warning Issued. Assist Other 
Agency. 

City Council Minutes  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

NEWCASTLE CITY COUNCIL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

MINUTES
MONDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2020

Council President Don Steveson called this 
regular meeting of the Newcastle City Council to 
order at 7:00 p.m. Those present were President 
Steveson; Council members Pam Gualtieri, Roger 
Hespe, Tom Voss, Michael Alexander and Ann 
McColley. Also present were Department Heads 
City Police Chief Sam Keller, City Engineer Mike 
Moore, City Attorney Michael Stulken and Clerk/
Treasurer Greg James.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Ann McColley moved, 
seconded Roger Hespe to approve the agenda 
as amended, adding Sandra Martin reference 
Chamber of Commerce and Dr. Sara Thurgood 
reference ice skating rink. MOTION CARRIED.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Tom Voss moved, 
seconded Ann McColley to approve the minutes 
of the regular City Council meeting of Monday 
November 16, 2020 as presented. MOTION 
CARRIED.

NOMINATIONS FOR RECOGNITION:
Patty Cole and Something Healthy for their new 

windows and store front. Jason Bushong new 
owner of the Sundowner Motel. Mr. & Mrs. Don 
Taylor for purchasing Donna’s Main Street Diner

CERTIFICATES OF RECOGNITION:
Mr. Danny Decker and Deckers Food Center for 

sponsoring, promoting and providing the baked 
goods for the annual United Fund pie auction. 
Certificate will be mailed

CITIZEN’S BUSINESS—IN WRITING:
Approval of the annual Plumbing and Electrical 

Licenses for 2021. Michael Alexander moved, 
seconded Tom Voss to approve the Plumbing 
Licenses as presented. This includes Plumbing 
Contractor’s License for Comfort Solutions; Limited 
Mechanical Plumber HVAC Nathan Kintz. Motion 
carried. Tom Voss moved, seconded Michael 
Alexander to approve the Electrical Licenses as 
presented. MOTION CARRIED. The licenses 
are as follows: The following request Plumbing 
Licenses for the 2021 calendar year:

All fees have been paid and proof of insurance & 
bond have been provided

Plumbing Contractor: Powder River Heating 
& Air Conditioning Master Plumber: Jaye Drake 
Journeymen: Brett Osman, Steve Sales Limited 
Mechanical Journeymen   Jason Waker Derick 
Ocheltree Limited Mechanical Apprentice: Jose 
Zavala, Eric Means, Steve Sales Plumbing 
Contractor: Andersen Plumbing and Contracting 
Master Plumber: Clay Andersen Plumbing 
Contractor: Wolff’s Plumbing & Heating, Inc. 
Master Plumber: Scott Hartman Journeymen 
Plumber: Dan Hartman Plumbing Contractor: Black 
Hills Plumbing & Heating Master Plumber: John 
Patik, Jr. Journeyman Plumbers: John M. Patik, 
III, William Simiane. Apprentice Plumbers: Colby 
Varner, Douglas Anderson Plumbing Contractor 
Mountain View Plumbing & Heating Master 
Plumber Brian D. Olson Apprentice Johannon 
McKee Plumbing Contractor 21 Electric Master 
Plumber: Aaron Napolitano *Plumbing Contractor 
LG Plumbing Master Plumber: Luke Dowdy 
Plumbing Contractor: Summit Plumbing & Heating, 
LLC Master Plumber David J. Hopkins Apprentice 
Plumber: Robin King, Carl Neisner, Tristan Mitchell

The following request Limited Plumber Licenses 
for the 2021 calendar year: All fees have been 
paid and proof of insurance & bond have been 
provided Limited Plumbing Contractor: Black 
Hills Gas Holdings, LLC Limited Plumber: Donny 
Munger (Gas Piping Limited Plumber: James 
Curren Limited Plumber: Mark Christiansen Limited 
Plumbing Contractor: Black Cat Construction 
(Water/Sewer line withinLimited Plumber: 
Jeff Sorch 5 ft of building)Limited Plumbing 
Contractor: Wayne Anderson Limited Plumber: 
Wayne Anderson (Gas Piping) Limited Plumbing 
Contractor: Culligan Soft Water of Hot Springs, Inc 
Limited Plumber: Richard D. Olstad (Soft Water 
Service)

The following request to maintain a Limited 
Mechanical Plumber License Only for the 2021 
calendar year Limited Mechanical Plumber’s 
Contractor: Alway’s There Heating & Cooling 
Limited Mechanical License: Timothy Almy 
Limited Mechanical Plumber’s Contractor: 
Comfort Systems Heating & Cooling, Inc. Limited 
Master Mechanical Plumber’s License: Carey 
Wendling (Gas Piping) * Limited Mechanical 
Plumber Contractor: Precision Mechanical Limited 
Mechanical Plumber’s License: Stephen Van 
Dam Apprentices: Brian Morgan, Michael Bales, 
Jeremy Corean, Ryan Seybold-Conner, Patrick  
Sloan , Johnny Reede Austin Youngblood Limited 
Mechanical Plumber’s Contractor: 7 C’s Limited 
Mechanical Plumber (HVAC) Rusty Childress  
Limited Mechanical Plumber’s Contractor 
Midwestern Mechanical Master Plumber: Chris 
Hetzel Limited Mechanical Plumbers Daniel 
Whitney, Louis Cambell Limited Mechanical 
Plumber’s Contractor Climate Solutions Information 
given Limited Mechanical Plumber’s Contractor      
Tessier’s, Inc. Limited Mechanical Journeymen 
Plumber’s License David Del Soldato; Jacob 
McClure Limited Mechanical Apprentice Plumber’s 
License: Austin Bower The following request 
to maintain a Master Plumber License Only for 
the 2021 calendar year: All fees have been paid 
Master Plumber: Ed Porter The following request 
Electrical Licenses for the 2021 calendar year: 
All fees have been paid and proof of insurance & 
bond have been provided Electrical Contractor: 
Homestead Works Electrical Master Electrician: 
Howard D. Bogue Electrical Contractor: ProElectric, 
Inc. Master Electricians: Curtis E Juby Journeyman 
Electricians: Charles Smith, Keith King, Apprentice 
Electrician Tyler Phinney Electrical Contractor: 
Arrow Electric, Inc Master Electrician: Richard 
R. Andrews Journeyman Electrician: Christopher 
G. Peterman Apprentice Electrician James D. 
Amble Electrical Contractor: H&H Electric Master 
Electrician: Christopher David Hill, Curtis J. 
Maxwell, Journeymen Electrician: Jason Gray, 
Broady Read Electrical Contractor: 21 Electric 
Master Electrician: Joshua Liggett Journeyman 
Electricians: Ryan Yuronich, Apprentice 
Electricians: Marty Schaff Electrical Contractor: 
ITC Electrical Master Electrician Michael Carruth 
Electrical Contractor: Denny’s Electrical, LLC 
Master Electrician Dennis LaRoche Electrical 
Contractor: Rick’s Electric Master Electrician: 
Rick Phillips Apprentice Trenton Engle Electrical 
Contractor: Pittman Electric Master Electrician: 
Gary D. Pittman Journeymen Richard Schutt, Tim 
Peterson Apprentices Justin Baldridge

CITIZEN’S BUSINESS—VERBAL:
Sandra Martin reference Chamber of Commerce 

matters, noting they don’t have Chamber Director 
at this time, and introduced a new Chamber Board 
member, Barbie Turner.  Sandra questioned the 
ownership of the building and who is responsible 
for repairs. Also ask for clarification reference 
selling bricks as a fund raising activity. This was 

okayed by consensus.
Sara Thurgood presented a plan of action to 

get an ice rink set up in Centennial Park. She 
discussed all of the work their group has put into 
this. After listening, City Engineer Mike Moore 
suggested this would be best put before the Parks 
Committee for further review before any action is 
taken.

MAYOR/COUNCIL REPORTS: None
DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS:
City Engineer Mike Moore reported there is a 

delay with the County Landfill District obtaining 
the land for the new landfill, but should have that 
resolved soon. He also said he was working on 
a grant to replace the restroom in Dow Park. The 
fund match comes from accumulated Wyoming 
Community Gas amounts. 

City Attorney Michael Stulken briefly discussed 
the contract for new dispatch equipment.

City Police Chief Sam Keller reported calls for 
service, 4704 YTD and 106 for December so 
far. Chief Keller requested a $.50 per hour raise 
for Haley Barker for achieving her Dispatcher’s 
Certification, retroactive to October 29, 2020.   
Michael Alexander moved, seconded Ann 
McColley to approve this request. MOTION 
CARRIED.

City Clerk/Treasurer Greg James noted he had 
sent in a request to SLIB for CARES Act wage 
replacement in the amount of $38,474.  Per direc-
tion from the Council the City Office will remain 
closed for a further period of time. Mr. James 
reported it looks like the Legislature will not meet 
until April for budget work and that may affect 
the City’s budget process. It also appears the 
Legislature is going to continue cutting funds to 
balance the State’s budget.

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS: None
ANY OTHER CITY BUSINESS: None
EXECUTIVE SESSION: reference land acqui-

sition.  Roger Hespe moved, seconded Pam 
Gualtieri to suspend the rules and go into execu-
tive session at 7:57 p.m. Motion carried. Roger 
Hespe moved, seconded Ann McColley to return 
to regular session at 8:17 p.m. MOTION CARRIED.

CLAIMS AGAINST THE CITY: Tom Voss 
moved, seconded Roger Hespe to pay the claims 
against the City dated December 7, 2020.  Motion 
carried.  Ann McColley moved, seconded Michael 
Alexander to adjourn this regular meeting of the 
Newcastle City Council at 8:18 p.m. Meeting 
adjourned.

Claims: Ad-Pro Office Supply, office supplies, 
$88.72; Adams ISC, parts, $62.55; Advanced 
Communications, phone pouch, $20.00; American 
Business Software, support services, $40.23; 
Applied Concepts, Inc., radar unit & accessories, 
$2398.75; Wayne Bachand, water deposit refund, 
$98.22; BCN Telecom, Inc., long distance services, 
$179.67; Bearlodge Engineering & Surveying, 
CADD/plan review & surveying, $7547.50; 
Black Hills Chemical, disinfectant, $72.91; Black 
Hills Energy, gas & electric service, $8722.94; 
Black Hills Truck & Trailer, plow repair, $574.94; 
Bomgaars Supply, supplies/materials, $1220.81; 
Butler Machinery Co., parts, $4309.43; Cambria 
Supply, supplies/materials, $627.59; Century Link, 
E-911 data service, $953.18; City of Newcastle, 
WA/SW/GA services, $488.85; Contractor’s 
Supply, Inc., filter fabric, $1007.68; Culligan Water 
Conditioning, bottled water, $52.00; Deckers 
Food Center, housekeeping supplies, $106.21; 
Derek’s Field Service, machinery repair, $2713.20; 
Desert Mountain, ice slicer, $9964.22; R. Douglas 
Dumbrill, December 2020 municipal judge, 
$1076.30; Farnsworth Services Coo., Inc., portable 
sanitation/dig water line, $2435.00; First State 
Bank, water bond payment, $49432.50; Fisher 
Sand & Gravel, crushed rock, $767.56; FOCUS, 
Family Violence Center, 2nd quarter payment, 
1250.00; Frontier Home Ranch & Hardware, sup-
plies/materials, $1912.20; Hayden and Company, 
tank heater & accessories, $2479.07; Taylor Hespe, 
water deposit refund, $36.73; Laboratory Corp. of 
America, DOT testing, $61.30; Mastercard, office 
supplies/materials, $537.92; Matthew Bender & 
Co., Inc., court rules update, $65.08; Monument 
Health, PD medical, $278.00; Mountain View 
Plumbing & Heating, camera sewer lines/replace 
faucet, $775.00; Municipal Code Corp. on-line 
code hosting, $950.00; Newcastle Ambulance 
Service, December 2020 ambulance service, 
$8333.33; Newcastle Area Chamber of Commerce, 
2nd quarter payment, $3250.00; Newcastle 
Recreation Board, 1st & 2nd quarter payments, 
$19,000.00; News Letter Journal, legals/minutes/
office supplies, $1525.22; NORCO, Inc., welding 
cylinder lease, $24.30; Normont Equipment Co., 
Dura-Patcher rental/nozzle, $5525.00; Northern 
Wyoming Mental Health Center, Inc., 2nd quarter 
payment, $1625.00; Northwest Pipe Fittings, Inc., 
pipe fittings, $32.52; One Call of Wyoming, utility 
locates, $33.00; Travis Peterson, CDL reimburse-
ment, $40.00; Range, telephone service, $790.64; 
Range, city share phone, $333.94; Rapid Delivery, 
Inc., parts delivery, $87.40; Daniel Redding, 
garbage deposit refund, $108.00; Ricks Electric, 
street light repair, $402.70; Genell Rothleutner, 
PD cleaning, $200.00; Russell Industries, Inc., 
lift station upgrades, $1846.00; Salt Creek Water 
District, sewer services, $555.00; Dorothy Scott, 
water deposit refund, $100.00; Short Stop Fuel 
Mart, fuel purchases, $5878.18; Stacy Sieber, 
water deposit refund, $172.77; Monte Straley, 
water deposit refund, $213.87; Bryand Streeter, 
December 2020 airport wages, $1333.33; Michael 
Stulken December 2020 attorney fee, $2800.00; 
Summit Plumbing & Heating, plumbing repair, 
$113.62; Sundance Extinguisher, extinguisher 
service, $87.29; Lucky Teigen-Grummons, fire 
hall cleaning, $200.00; Top Office Products, Inc., 
PD copy charges, $30.40; Transource, parts, 
$180.93; Two-Way Radio Service, Inc., pager 
belt clips, $130.00;Uber Geek Computer, printer 
ink, $27.51; Uline, surface cleaner, $79.02; USA 
Bluebook, safety slings & chains, $1030.82; 
Veris Environmental, LLC, work at sewer lagoon, 
$34,500.00; Verizon, cell phones, $505.55; Becky 
Vodopich, city office cleaning, $300.00; WESCO 
Gas, landfill propane, $604.84; Weston County 
Children’s Center, 2nd quarter payment, $2250.00; 
Weston County Health Services, DOT testing, 
$80.00; Weston County Treasurer, heat/lights/
phone/youth services, $3184.94; Weston County 
Humane Society, 2nd quarter payment, $4250.00; 
Weston County Senior Services, 2nd quarter 
payment, $7500.00; Nancy Wilson, water deposit 
refund, 43.63; Woody’s Food Center, house-
keeping supplies, $48.52; Wyoming Association 
of Rural Water, membership, $450.00; Wyoming 
Automotive Co., parts, $228.47; Wyoming Home 
services, 2nd quarter payment, $1500.00; 
Wyoming Law Enforcement Academy, communica-
tions course, $550.00.

Don Steveson, President
ATTEST: City Clerk/Treasurer, Greg James

(Publish December 17, 2020)
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CALL FOR BIDS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City of 
Newcastle, Wyoming will receive sealed bids for 
the purchase of the following:

 A Computer Aided Dispatch, Records 
Management System, Civil Process Module, 
Detention Module, Intra-agency Reporting, 
andNIBRS reporting integration. Must include 
Radio Modules and Dispatch Stations that utilize 
Motorola technology with WYolink capabilities 
and simultaneous analog backup. Must include 
7 Vehicle Radios and 7 Handhelds. Must include 
all IT hardware, Subscriptions services, and on-
going maintenance charges. 

Specifications and related bid requirements 
for interested bidders are available at Newcastle 
Police Department located at 25 N. Sumner St., 
Newcastle, Wyoming 82701.

Each bid must be received by the Newcastle 
City Clerk at the office of the Newcastle City 
Clerk, 10 W. Warwick, Newcastle, Wyoming 
82701, on or before 5:00 p.m. on the 21st day 
of December, 2020 to be considered. All bids 
will be opened on the 21st day of December, 
2020 at 7:15 p.m. by the Governing Body of the 
City in the City Council Chambers located at 10 
W. Warwick, Newcastle, Wyoming 82701. The 
successful bidder, if any, shall be announced 
by the City at such time as the Governing Body 
of the City may determine appropriate, but no 
later than thirty (30) days from the date of bid 
opening.  The City reserves the right to reject 
any or all bids submitted if it is determined that 
none of them would serve the public interest. If 
a contract is awarded, it shall be awarded to the 

bidder whose equipment and/or materials meet 
or exceed the minimum specifications of the bid 
and is, in the discretion of the Governing Body 
of the City, the best equipment and/or materials 
for use by the City at the lowest bid price. Such 
factors as options, warranties, maintenance and 
repair statistics, and product design and function, 
in addition to bid price, shall be considered by 
the City in awarding this bid.

Each bid must be submitted in a sealed enve-
lope clearly marked “Bid for CAD and RADIOS”.  
Each bid must state an approximate installation 
date and schedule if the bid is accepted.  In any 
event, installation must be made within (180 days 
from the date the bid is awarded and contracts 
are signed.

In accordance with Wyoming Statutes Sections 
16-6-104 through 16-6-107, preference is hereby 
given to materials, supplies, agricultural products, 
equipment, machinery, software and provisions 
produced, manufactured, supplied or grown in 
Wyoming, quality being equal to articles offered 
by the competitors outside of the State.

The City reserves the right to waive any 
informality. The acceptance of any bid does not 
become final and contractually binding upon the 
city until a formal written contract is executed 
by the City and the requirements of Wyoming 
Statue Section 15-1-113(f) have been met, 5% 
bid bond.

Dated this 7th day of December, 2020.
CITY OF NEWCASTLE
BY: Samuel P. Keller
Chief of Police

(Publish December 10 and 17, 2020)
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PUBLIC NOTICE

The city of Newcastle is planning to replace 
the restroom facility at Dow Park at 204 Hill 
Way Ave with a  precast concrete structure.  
Funding is to be with city funds set aside for this 
purpose and matching grant money from the 
Wyoming Land and Water Construction Fund 
(LWCF).  The project is in the planning phase 
and comments and suggestions from the public 
are welcomed.  Comments can be directed to 
Mike Moore, City Engineer at 10 W. Warwick, 
Newcastle, WY 82701, (307) 746-3535, engi-
neer@cityofnewcastle.org

(Publish December 17, 24 and 31 2020)

Find every 
public notice  
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in Wyoming. 
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WWW.Wyopublicnotices.com



Culligan 
Water Conditioning

Richard D. Olstad

715 Jensen Hwy., P.O. Box 906
Hot Springs, SD 57747

605-745-3196

746-4279

DBM Storage

923 S. Summit

°  5x10  -  $25.00
°  10x20 - $55.00

Donny/Barb Munger
(307) 941-1010 or 

(307) 941-1570

Wesco 
Gas

Locally Owned
Propane Bulk Delivery

Home • Ranch • Oilfield

Wesco Gas • P.O. Box 760
Newcastle WY 82701

307-746-4405

39 Years of Certified Sales Experience

Rod Petranek
746-4475 or 866-328-7960
Evening Number 746-9622

43 Years of Certifi ed Sales Experience

BEARLODGE ENGINEERING 
AND SURVEYING

Serving Northeast Wyoming 
Since 1978 

Now serving Weston County 
from our offi  ce located at 

216 W. Main Street 
Newcastle, WY 82701 

Ph: (307) 746-2828

Offi  ce hours 8:00 - 12:00
Tuesdays & Thursdays

Doell 
Rental

Storage Units in 
several sizes
746-5536
746-5332

Josh Liggett
(307) 746-5165
Newcastle, WY

Electrical 
Contracting

Just West of 4-Way Stop at  US Hwys 85 & 16

• T-Shirts • Souvenirs • Gifts
• 3 Sizes of Storage Units

1226 Washington 
Newcastle WY

Lou’s Services

If it’s broke
we can fi x it

Trailer Repair
Aluminum Welding

Louis Doell, owner

746-5332

Wayne’s 
Heating & 

A/C Service

(307) 746-5618
(307) 746-5637

For all your 
residential heating & 

air conditioning needs

Wayne Anderson

Licensed, Insured and Bonded

Not FDIC Insured. Not Guaranteed by the Bank. Not Insured
by Any Federal Government Agency. May Go Down in Value. Not a Deposit

Joanna Akers, Agent
Brenda Kirsch, Agent 

24 N Sumner  .  307-746-3503  .  joannaa@burnsia.com
P.O. Box 910  .  brendak@burnsia.com

Newcastle, WY 82701.  www.fsbnewcastle.com

Master Plumber Brian Olson
307-746-2273 or 307-941-0372
Plumbing   •   Heating   •   Cooling

Mon-Wed 
5am to 3pm

Th-Fri 5am to 8pm
Sat 7am to 2pm

Mon-Wed 

West End
cof fee  & gr i l l

3319 W Main St,
Newcastle, WY
(307) 746-2958

PITTMAN 
ELECTRIC, LLC

Residential, Commercial
& Industrial
Licensed

MSHA Trained/Certifi ed
Gary Pittman, Jr. 
Master Electrician

 & Owner

Offi ce: (307) 532-0106
24 hour emergency

(307) 575-3759

STARDUST HOMES
Your Local Dealer for Family Built Homes

Land/Home Packages available. 
Formerly Magnolia Homes -  Modular built to IRC/UBC code. 

Same as a Stick Built.

11 Meadowview Lane • Newcastle • 746-4947 / 941-9998

Upton, Wyoming
307-468-2702

Visit us online at
http://whiteconstruction.biz

Residential
Commercial

New and Remodel
Concrete

HOWARD
WHITE CONSTRUCTION LLC

We have a 
hideout for 

your treasure!

(307) 746-8168

H
ole in the

Storage
5x10  10x10  10x20
RV Parking Sites

Wall

16 —December 17, 2020 ads@newslj.comBusiness Bulletin
News Letter Journal

Sofi a Baeza • 307-629-0484
Carpet Cleaning • Water and Fire Damage Restoration

Commercial & Residential • Serving Northeast Wyoming

Licensed & InsuredDiscretion & Professionalism
Licensed & Insured

Sofia Baeza
307-629-0484
Carpet Cleaning

Water and Fire Damage 
Restoration

Commercial & Residential
Serving Northeast Wyoming

Your One-Stop Shop for ALL 
Your Home Furnishings!

 Furniture • Mattresses • Carpet • Linoleum • Tile
Ceramic Tile • Hardwood Flooring • Karndean Flooring

Window Treatments • Lamps • Artwork

1600 W. Main, Newcastle 
307-746-3335

cltfl ooringandfurnishing.com

F R E E  E S T I M AT E S   •   P R O F E S S I O N A L  I N S T A L L AT I O N

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Responsive, professional, and timely
A Local Contractor Committed 

to Local Customers!

RICKS ELECTRIC
Rick Phillips, Owner
Residential  Industrial  Commercial
(307) 746-5239

Riggs Storage

941-1757 
• 9 sizes to choose from
• Over 100 units 
• Affordable rates
• Plenty of outside storage
• Secure, with light & fences
• E of Newcastle on Hwy. 16

P.O. Box 421
Newcastle, WY 82701
Glen & Barb Riggs owners

307-746-8081
307-746-5711

Andy & Jill Wolfe

wolferentalswy@gmail.com

*Long & Short Term Rentals*
*Storage Units*
*Camper Sites*

128 W. Main Street Suite G Newcastle, WY
cell: 307-746-8021 

office: 307-746-2276
email: zachary.rohde@1stcall-locates.com

Website: 1stcall-Locates.com
zach rohde

Dot & Osha Certified, Locating Certified, Safeland

utility locating, hydrovac, mapping

You can’t predict the 
future, so plan for it.

Jeff Virchow, CFP®, AAMS
Financial Advisor

224 West Main Street
Newcastle, WY 82701
307-746-2667

Tablerock Services
307-629-0328

Tree Trimming
Gravel Delivery
Bobcat Services

Fully Insured

Mason Kaiser
Owner/Operator
307.282.0019

kaiserunderground@outlook.com

EXCAVATION

Like us on 
Facebook!

701 Washington Blvd
746-9191

Transfer a prescription to us and 
receive 20% off one OTC item!

Flu shots are in, walk-ins welcome!

307-756-3967 • 307-282-0793

Kit and Kathy Doornink
kkbuilders@gmail.com
www.kkbuildersllc.com

Complete, Quality,
Custom Home
Construction,

Site prep and dirt work.

Contact us before you 
start your project, so we 
can help you with every 

step of the build.

WORD’S WINDOW WASHING

I give you my “Word”, your Windows will Shine

Gary Word
334 Roundup Ave

Newcastle, WY
(970) 584-8321 mobile

References on request



WANTED
Odd Jobs Wanted

Leaf raking, gutter 
cleaning, moving 
furniture, tree trim-
ming — anything you 
need a little help with! 
Call Leonard Lang 
746-2999. 

Washers/Dryers
Looking for older 
w a s h e r s / d r y e r s . 
Any before 2012, 
running or not. Call 
307-465-2225. 

FOR SALE
Jeep and PT 

Cruiser
2000 Jeep Grand 
Cherokee and 
2003 PT Cruiser 
Touring edition, low 
miles for sale. Call 
307-746-3631. 

'18 Ford
2018 Ford F150 4x4 
XLT supercrew, 
40,000 miles for sale. 
Call 307-941-1931. 

FOR RENT
Apt for rent

Lrg 2 bed/1 bath 
1200 sq ft apartment 
with paved parking. 
Available now. Call 
941-9998. 

Large Apartment
Large, furnished 
apartment for rent. 
Includes utilities and 
washer/dryer. High 
speed fiber internet 
available. For more 
info, call 941-0229. 

Several Rentals
3/2 mobile home, 
central heat & air, 
available now! 2/1 

house, detached 
garage, available 
now! Call 307-746-
8081 or (307) 
746-5711.  

HELP WANTED
Short Stop

Short Stop Fuel Mart 
is now hiring a cashier. 
Must be 21. Will train. 
Apply in store. 

COMMUNITY
Veterans

Veterans Outreach 
and Advocacy 
Program (Wyoming 
Dept Health/BHD) 
Operation Enduring 
Freedom/Operation 

Iraqi Freedom eligible. 
For assistance, call 
307-630-3230.

Helping Hands 
Foundation

In need of assistance? 
Contact the Helping 
Hands Foundation of 
Weston County. To 
apply, call Glenda 
at 307-468-2316 or 
Carol at 746-2298.

TOPS
TOPS meets at three 
Newcastle locations 
each week: Tuesday 
at 4  at First United 
Methodist Church, 
call Joyce Brown at 
629-1033; Thursday 

at 8 at Gateway 
Fellowship Church, 
call Grace Davis at 
746-4531; and at 
9 am Thursdays at 
First Baptist Church, 
call Ellen Butts at 
746-4251. All are 
welcome! 

AA Meetings
Mondays and 
Thursdays, 7-8pm at 
24 Fairground Rd, WC 
Event Center. Contact 
Stan 746-9199.

WYCANS
Wyoming Press 
Association does not 
endorse and has not 
verified the legitimacy 

of these advertisers

For Sale
 ENJOY 100% guar-
anteed, delivered 
to-the-door Omaha 
Steaks! Get 4 FREE 
Pork Chops and 4 
FREE CHICKEN 
BREAST Order 
the Omaha Steaks 
Classic - ONLY 
$129.99. Call 1-888-
437-9408 and use 
code 66762RKJ or 
visit omahasteaks.
com/dinner602
 

Professional 
Services

R E A C H 
THOUSANDS for 
$150 with Wyoming 

Classified Advertising 
Network! Sell, buy, 
recruit! Contact 
your newspaper for 
details. YOU CAN 
SAY A LOT IN 25 
WORDS!
 

Notice
 SEARCH PUBLIC 
NOTICES at: wyopub-
licnotices.com. Be 
informed about 
government minutes, 
salaries, spending, 
bids, taxes, fore-
closures, hearings, 
schools, assess-
ments, budgets, 
and more! Provided 
ONLINE, FREE 
by your local 
newspaper.

CLASSIFIEDS

Classified 
Rates
Business Rate: $10.80 per week
for 4 lines (approximately 20 words); 
$2.50 per line thereafter.
Non-Commercial Rate: $5 per week
for 4 lines (approximately 20 words); 
15¢ each word thereafter
OR
Prepaid Cash Rate: 3 weeks/20 words/$10

How to place a 
classified 

advertisement:
News Letter Journal

PO Box 40 • Newcastle WY 82701
(307) 746-2777 • FAX (307) 746-2660

email: classifieds@newslj.com
Send Classifieds via email, in a Word/Text 

document, call, or drop at the office.

CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINE: FRIDAY AT 5 PM
Cards of Thanks & In Memorium: 

$8 up to 50 words; $15 up to 100 words

December 17, 2020

Classifieds deadlines are Fridays at 5 PM. Stop in 
today or call 746-2777

Employment Applications can be found on our website
or picked up at the hospital front desk.

Fax completed applications/resume packets to 307-746-3726,
or email CTurner@wchs-wy.org.

WCHS performs post offer,
pre-employment drug screening. EOE. 

Weston County Health Services is currently accepting
applications for the following positions.

Please see our website at  www.wchs-wy.org 
for more details.

Position Status
CNA – Home Health  ................................................PRN
Chore Worker – Home Health  ....................................PT
CNA – Manor  ................................................FT/PT/PRN
Nutrition Support Aide – Manor  ...............................PRN
Dietary Aide – Dietary  ..............................................PRN
RN Acute Care – Hospital ........................................PRN
Environmental Services – Hospital  ............................. FT
Laboratory Technician – Hospital  .............FT, Night Shift
Occupational Therapist – Therapy  ............................  FT

WESTON COUNTY
HEALTH SERVICES

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES!

 Games to play! 

PROPANE DELIVERED

Rocky Mountain Propane
Mike Smith • (307) 949-0765

Please call for pricing

TANK SALES & RENTAL

Can you guess 
what the bigger picture is?

Can you guess 
what the bigger picture is?

Answers: Guess: snowglobe, stockings, string of lights

The City of Newcastle is seeking a General Laborer for the 
Public Works Department with the ability to lead street maintenance 
activities. The ideal applicant to have a minimum of 5 years 
experience. Pay $13.75/hour to $19/hour DOE with benefits. 
Additional information and an application can be obtained at the 

City Hall or at newcastlewyoming.org/ 

The City of Newcastle is an equal opportunity employer.

HELP WANTED - GENERAL LABORER

1323 Washington Blvd  |  307-746-2739

Become a memBer today!

newcastlewyo.com

Stop out and see Janet to learn more about membership with the chamber.

Sunrise Storage
12’ x 24' - $75/mo
10’ x 20’ - $50/mo
10’ x 10’ - $25/mo

Call (307) 746-8815

New Units 
& Discounted 
Rent Prices

Can you guess 
what the bigger picture is?

Need Firestarter?
Grab our old bundled 

newspapers FREE!
Every week at the NLJ.
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1-855-905-0779
Visit PittmanDavis.com/ME175

Order Item #MXSP, mention Code PNVH-E175 and Save 33%

Only $19.99 (reg. $29.99), plus FREE Shipping.* Satisfaction completely guaranteed. 
Order by December 17, 2020 for GUARANTEED Christmas delivery.

Call Now or go Online and SAVE 33% with FREE Shipping*

Limited time o� er, good while supplies last. Not valid with any other o� er. Limit 5 boxes per customer.

IC: PNVH-E175

� ese healthy, hand-picked, snack size fruit are specially nurtured and treasured for their ultra-sweet 
� avor. � ese will delight everyone on your list and for a very special price.

Send a box full of Winter Sunshine.
3 unique varieties + FREE Shipping!*

WAS $29.99
NOW ONLY 

$1999
Mixed Fruit Medley

FREE Shipping* & 33% OFF

* Free standard shipping to the 48 contiguous states.

•  6 Rio Ruby™ Red Gems
•  8 Tiny Tim Navels
•  4 Mini Fuji Apples

Pittman & Davis, 
Harlingen, TX 78552

Rich In 
Vitamin C

Ask about same-day 
installation!

Reply By
January 30, 2021

Save Now On Home Security
Monitored by ADT® the #1

home security company in the U.S.

Save Now On Home SecuritySave Now On Home Security

PER MONTH

MONITORING

GREAT

LOW
PRICE

HOME SECURITY SYSTEM

$850
VALUE

FREE SECURITY SYSTEM
New customers only. Early termination
 fee applies. Installation starts
 at $99 with 36 month   
 monitoring agreement. See  
 all o� er details below.

VISA® REWARD
CARD From Protect Your Home
—$100 Value
7 WIRELESS
DOOR/WINDOW 
SENSORS —$695 VALUE!

FREE

FREE

WIRELESS REMOTE 
CONTROL
—$139 Value
HD OUTDOOR CAMERA
When you upgrade to ADT Video 
Lite —$299 VALUE!

FREE

FREE

See all o� er details below.

FREE

THIS OFFER IS ONLY AVAILABLE WHEN YOU

CALL: 1-877-731-8975
$100 VISA® Reward Debit Card: $100 Visa® reward debit card requires service activation. You will receive a claim voucher via email within 24 hours and the voucher must be returned within 60 days. Your $100 Visa® reward debit card will arrive in approximately 
6-8 weeks.  Card is issued by MetaBank®, N.A., Member FDIC, pursuant to a license from Visa U.S.A. Inc. No cash access or recurring payments. Can be used everywhere Visa debit cards are accepted. Card valid for up to 6 months; unused funds will forfeit after the 
valid thru date. Card terms and conditions apply. BASIC SYSTEM: $99 Installation. 36-Month Monitoring Agreement required at $27.99 per month ($1,007.64). 24-Month Monitoring Agreement required at $27.99 per month ($671.76) for California. Offer applies 
to homeowners only.  Offer valid for new ADT Authorized Premier Provider customers only and not on purchases from ADT LLC. Cannot be combined with any other offer. The $27.99 Offer does not include Quality Service Plan (QSP), ADT’s Extended Limited Warranty. 
ADT Command: ADT Pulse Interactive Solutions Services (“ADT Pulse”), which help you manage your home environment and family lifestyle, require the purchase and/or activation of an ADT alarm system with monitored burglary service and a compatible computer, 
cell phone or PDA with Internet and email access. These ADT Pulse services do not cover the operation or maintenance of any household equipment/systems that are connected to the ADT Pulse equipment. All ADT Pulse services are not available with the various 
levels of ADT Pulse. All ADT Pulse services may not be available in all geographic areas. You may be required to pay additional charges to purchase equipment required to utilize the ADT Pulse features you desire. ADT VIDEO LITE: ADT Video Lite installation is an 
additional $299. 36-month monitoring contract required from ADT Video Lite: $59.99 per month, ($2,159.64), including Quality Service Plan (QSP). Indoor camera may not be available in all areas. GENERAL: For all offers, the form of payment must be by credit card 
or electronic charge to your checking or savings account, satisfactory credit history is required and termination fee applies. Certain packages require approved landline phone. Local permit fees may be required. Certain restrictions may apply. Additional monitoring 
fees required for some services. For example, Burglary, Fire, Carbon Monoxide and Emergency Alert monitoring requires purchase and/or activation of an ADT security system with monitored Burglary, Fire, Carbon Monoxide and Emergency Alert devices and are 
an additional charge. Additional equipment may be purchased for an additional charge. Additional charges may apply in areas that require guard response service for municipal alarm veri� cation. Prices subject to change. Prices may vary by market. Some insurance 
companies offer discounts on Homeowner’s Insurance. Please consult your insurance company. Photos are for illustrative purposes only and may not re� ect the exact product/service actually provided. Licenses: AL-21-001104, AR-CMPY.0001725, AZ-ROC217517, 
CA-ACO6320, CT-ELC.0193944-L5, DC-EMS902653, DC-602516000016, DE-07-212, FL-EC13003427, GA-LVA205395, IA-AS-0206, ID-ELE-SJ-39131, IL-127.001042, IN-C.P.D. Reg. No. – 19-08088, City of Indianapolis: LAC-000156, KY-City of Louisville: 483, 
LA-F1914, LA-F1915, LA-F1082, MA-1355C, MD-107-1626, ME-LM50017382, MI-3601205773, MN-TS01807, MO-City of St. Louis: CC#354, St. Louis County: 100194, MS-15007958, MT-PSP-ELS-LIC-247, NC-25310-SP-FA/LV, NC-1622-CSA, NE-14451, NJ Burglar 
Alarm Lic. # -NJ-34BF00021800, NM-353366, NV-0068518, City of Las Vegas: 3000008296, NY-Licensed by the N.Y.S. Department of State UID#12000317691, NYS #12000286451, OH-53891446, City of Cincinnati: AC86, OK-AC1048, OR-170997, Pennsylvania 
Home Improvement Contractor Registration Number: PA022999, RI-3582, RI-7508, SC-BAC5630, SD- 1025-7001-ET, TN-1520, TX-B13734, ACR-3492, UT-6422596-6501, VA-115120, VT-ES-2382(7C), WA-602588694/ECPROTEYH934RS, WI-City of Milwaukee: 
PAS-0002966, WV-WV042433, WY-LV-G-21499. 3750 Priority Way South Dr. Indianapolis, IN 46240 ©2020 DEFENDERS, Inc. dba Protect Your Home DF-CD-NP-Q420

ADT® 24/7 Monitored Home Security
   24/7 monitoring provides peace of mind

  Yard sign and window decals help deter crime

 Quickly connect to emergency response

  May qualify for a homeowners insurance discount

Drop o�  donations
at Monument Health,

� e Antlers, or
Pinnacle Bank

Brought to you by 
Newcastle Ice Association
Visit us on our Facebook page or email:
Newcastleiceassociation@gmail.com

Drop o�  donations
at Monument Health,

� e Antlers, or
Pinnacle Bank

Ice Rink

Donations Needed

High school sweethearts 
celebrate 50 years together
KateLynn Slaamot
NLJ Correspondent

“I think we’ve always 
been like best friends,” said 
Patty McCoy, who recently 
celebrated her 50th wedding 
anniversary with her husband, 
Rusty. 

Both Rusty and Patty were 
born and raised in Newcastle, 
and their story as a couple starts 
at a very young age, according 
to Patty, who said they grew up 
in the same neighborhood and 
always knew each other. 

Although they did “lose 
track” of each other for a little 
while, they reconnected in high 
school when Patty babysat for 
Rusty’s sister and brother-in-
law. The brother-in-law was 
supposed to take Patty and 
her friend to the movies as 
payment, but he talked Rusty 
into taking them instead. 

“And then we just started 
going out after that,” Patty 
said. “I just always liked him.”

Rusty laughed. 
“I didn’t see what she seen 

in me,” Rusty said.
After two years of dating, 

Rusty and Patty were married 
on Nov. 21, 1970, at the ages 
of 17 and 19. 

But, while being young 
and in love had its perks, it 
also came with challenges. 
After enlisting in the military 
in May 1970, Rusty was sent 
to Germany shortly after they 
were married. 

“It was hard,” Patty said, 
noting that they were apart for 
several months. During their 

time away from each other, 
they only spoke on the phone 
once because three minutes of 
call time cost $100. Patty said 
that they wrote letters back and 
forth a lot. 

In June 1971, Patty and the 
couple’s son, Lee Allen, joined 
Rusty in Germany. Patty said 
that it was quite the experi-
ence living in Germany, and 
they had to walk everywhere 
because they didn’t have a car. 

The young family had to do 
laundry at a laundromat three 
blocks away from their home, 
and Patty said they transported 
it to and from the laundromat 
in the baby carriage they had 
for Lee Allen.

Certain conveniences were 
a little tough to come by too, 
according to Patty. They had 
to heat their water using a 
coal-powered water heater in 
order to take a bath, and Patty 
also used a 5-gallon water 
heater that hung on the wall 
for dishwashing.

Rusty reminisced about 
a favorite spot of theirs that 
was a 30-minute walk from 
their home. It had three large 
swimming pools and a field 
for playing Frisbee, he said. 
Patty also mentioned the 
beautiful cathedrals and castles 
in Germany. 

“There was a lot to see and 
do,” Patty said. 

The McCoys had several 
friends in Germany who were 
in the military with Rusty, 
and they did all sorts of things 
together. 

In 1972, the Munich mas-
sacre occurred during the 

Summer Olympics. Palestinian 
terrorists attacked members of 
the Olympic team from Israel. 

Rusty said he was in the 
field for two weeks, pre-
paring to come to Israel’s aid. 
However, the conflict was 
resolved before that happened. 

In 1973, Rusty and Patty 
moved back to Newcastle and 
have lived here ever since. 
They welcomed a baby girl, 
Trisha, into their family a 
couple of years later. 

Family-centered values are 
important to the McCoys, they 
said, and they have enjoyed 
many special times in the 
BearTooth Mountains near 
Cody. They fished, hunted, 
went sightseeing, among other 
activities. 

“There’s too many stories 
to tell,” Rusty said. 

In their many years 
together, the couple has learned 
a lot about how to maintain a 
healthy marriage, they said. 

“You better be able to give 
and take,” Rusty said. 

Patty also said that it helps 
if you truly like each other. 
Patty said that she and Rusty 
are really “best friends,” who 
do absolutely everything 
together. 

“We’ve always just been 
together,” Patty said. 

Rusty and Patty also said 
that they can always count on 
each other, no matter what. 

“She’s the most dependable 
person I’ve ever been around,” 
Rusty said. 

Trisha Taylor, the couple’s 
daughter, said that her parents 
have taught her a great deal. 
She said that they exemplify 
how to truly listen to others, 
an important aspect in any 
relationship. 

“They’ve probably taught 
me what real unconditional 
love is,” Trisha said. 

Rusty and Patty take care 
of each other, Trisha said, and 
still are “affectionate” toward 
each other. 

The McCoys have four 
grandchildren, four step-
grandchildren, eight step-
great-grandchildren, and a 
great-grandchild on the way, 
and they love spending time 
with their family, they said. 
Their weekly Sunday dinners 
are a highlight of their week, 
they said. 

“The whole family cher-
ishes it, but Mom and Dad 
really cherish it,” Trisha said. 
“We’re just together.”

GOLDEN
Photo by Walter Sprague/NLJ

On Nov. 21, Rusty and Patty McCoy celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary at the VFW 
Hall in Newcastle. A couple dozen friends came out to celebrate with them, enjoying cake 
and refreshments as well.

 Get your news online! newslj.com
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