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Testing for COVID-19 began this week 
at the Wyoming Honor Conservation 
Camp and Boot Camp, north of Newcastle, 
according to a press release from the 
Wyoming Department of Corrections. On 
July 8, the department announced that 
it would be working with  state epidemi-
ologist Dr. Alexia Harrist and her staff 
to conduct testing on all inmates and 
employees at all Wyoming facilities. 

Before beginning testing at the 
local facility, the department had tested 
inmates, staff and contract staff at the 
Wyoming Medium Correction Institution 

Alexis Barker
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Weston County Health Services 
has submitted another $10,195,666 in 
CARES Act funding in grants through 
the State Loan and Investment Board, 

according to CEO Maureen Cadwell. 
Since the act was passed in March, the 
facility reports receiving $4,024,739 in 
funding to date. 

On May 5, Rep. Tyler Lindholm, 
R-Sundance, told the Weston County 
commissioners that the CARES Act 

was passed by the federal government 
and provided $1.25 billion dollars 
to the state of Wyoming with the 
intended purpose of providing aid 
to the state during the COVID-19 
pandemic. The Wyoming Legislature 
later established several avenues for 

using the funds, including grants for 
both hospitals and small businesses 
affected by the pandemic. 

According to Cadwell, the facility 
recently submitted four project grant 
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On Aug. 3, firefighters responded to a 
fire near the Wyoming-South Dakota state 
line. The cause of the fire, according to 
Weston County fire warden Daniel Tysdal, 
was an illegal abandoned campfire on 
federal land, the 18th human-caused fire in 
the county.  The Newcastle Volunteer Fire 
Department and other local fire resources 
responded to the fire.

“These types of careless acts could 
cause catastrophic damage and be 
extremely expensive to suppress. The 
public needs to be particularly careful with 
any outdoor activity that could cause a fire 
and remember to be aware of and abide 
by all fire restrictions in place and realize 
these restrictions could vary between land 
management agencies,” Tysdal said. 

According to Tysdal, by Aug. 3, 
Weston County has seen nearly the 10-year 
average for the number of both natural and 
human-caused wildland fire calls. 

“The month of August we could expect 
to generally see more fires simply due to 
the late season drying and hot tempera-
tures . So, August could be another long 
month and will likely put us well over an 
average year,” Tysdal said. “On a positive 
note though, the number of acres burned 
are relatively low for both natural-caused 
and human –caused, given the number of 
fires we’ve responded to — 167 acres for 

— See Fires, Page 8

— See Honor Camp, Page 8

— See Hospital, Page 7
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Several states across the United 
States have been receiving unsolic-
ited packages of seeds from China. 
According to a CBS News article, 
all 50 states have reported receiving 
the seeds. Weston County recently 
received its first package, according 
to Hale Redding, district supervisor 

at Weston County Weed and Pest. 
In a release, Weed and Pest 

stated that any unsolicited seed 
packages should not be opened. 
Anyone receiving these packages 
should bring them to their office, 
and they will be sent to the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, Animal 
and Plant Health Inspection Service, 
in Cheyenne. People may also call 
Weed and Pest to receive directions 

to mail them to APHIS themselves. 
“We don’t know what they are,” 

Redding said. “It could be poten-
tially invasive.” 

While it is still unknown exactly 
what these seeds are or how dan-
gerous, there is a risk of them being 
invasive species that could harm 
agriculture, and extreme caution is 
being taken. 

According to APHIS, some of 

the seeds already identified include 
fruit, herb and weeds, among 
others. However, it is pertinent to 
gather as many seeds as they can 
to help identify whether or not they 
pose a risk to U.S. agriculture. 

For more questions, call Weston 
County Weed and Pest at (307) 
746-4555 or Bruce Shambaugh, 
state plant health director at APHIS 
in Cheyenne, at (307) 432-7979.

Unwanted seeds come to county

Hold on, cowboy!

On July 27, the Weston County Mini Roughstock Rodeo  Association 
held their rodeo event at the Weston County Fairgrounds. 
Fairgrounds manager, Kara Fladstol, said there were more than 70 
kids who participated. The stands were well filled and trucks and 
cars lined up along the rodeo arena, with spectators cheering and 
have a great time as the kids rode livestock from sheep, to bare-
back broncs, to bulls. Also, while there were the inevitable bumps 
and bruises, nobody was seriously hurt and everyone was able to 
leave the arena under their power. Clockwise from top: James Hall 
is thrown by a bronc; Keaton Hampton looks worried as he slides 
off a sheep shortly after leaving the gate; Steel Dysart hangs on 
tight; and Cannon Cowger ‘shoots’ out of the gate. Photos by Alexis Barker/NLJ



Alexis Barker
NLJ News Editor

The 2020 census is encouraging people in 
rural communities to “Shape Your Future” as 
part of Rural Week of Action, according to a 
release from Jennifer Hillmann, 
media specialist for Colorado, 
Wyoming and Kansas at the 
Dallas Regional Census Office 
for the U.S. Census Bureau. 

As of Aug. 3, Weston County 
had a response rate of 50.6%, 
Newcastle’s rate was 55.2%, 
Upton’s was 50.8%, and the 
state of Wyoming had a response 
rate of 57.3%. According to 
Hillmann, that 57.3% represents 
roughly 172,000 households 
across the state. 

In 2010, the last time the 
census was conducted, the final 
self-response rate for Newcastle 
was 68.3% and Upton finished 
with a rate of 70.4%. 

“Our goal is to surpass the 
2010 self-response rates across 
Wyoming. We would love to see 
self-response in the 75% to 80% 
range for 2020,” Hillmann said. 

Collectively, Wyoming is 
below the national self-response 
rate as well, according to Hillmann. 
Currently, 62.9% of the country 
has already responded to the 2020 
census, which is around 93 million 
households. 

“Achieving a complete count 
means each community will 
have census-derived funding for 
schools, roads, libraries and more 
job opportunities for community 
members to benefit from,” a release states. 

With the hopes of lowering the number of 
homes that census takers have to visit, the 2020 
census has also begun the “Stop the Knock” cam-
paign. As part of this program, the census will be 
use email to encourage people in low-responding 
areas to complete the form. 

“It saves both time and money if people self-
respond and I know that most people in Wyoming 
prefer their privacy and would rather not have a 
census-taker knocking at their door this month,” 
Hillmann said. “So, if they self-respond now, they 
will greatly reduce their chance of getting a knock 

at their door.”
She noted that nonresponse 

follow-up visits will begin Aug. 
11 in Wyoming. 

“That being said, some 
folks will still receive a knock 
from a census-taker even if 
they completed their question-
naire because we conduct a 
quality-assurance check at 
random households to verify 
response data and confirm we 
have counted everyone once, 
only once and in the right 
place,” Hillmann said. 

The overall goal of the 
census, according to Hillmann, 
is to do just that, make sure 
everyone person in America is 
counted once, in their rightful 
place. 

“Everyone matters and 
responding to the census helps 
communities get their fair share 
of federal funding. Census data 
guides how billions of dollars 
in funding gets distributed to 
states and communities each 
year and helps communities 
create jobs, providing housing, 
prepare for emergencies and 
build schools, roads and hos-
pitals,” Hillmann said. “The 
census also helps determine 
how many seats a state receives 
in Congress and state and local 

governments use the data to redraw boundaries for 
congressional districts, state legislative districts 
and school districts, adapting to population shifts.” 

To receive more information on the census, 
visit 2020census.gov or by calling 844-330-2020. 
Also available over the phone is assistance with 
the questionnaire.
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See us for your home loan needs

Consider 
Refinancing
At today’s great rates, 

refinancing your home 
can SAVE YOU 

MONEY!

Competitive rates, home-town 
service and local lending are 
available at First State Bank. 

Whether you’re looking to buy, 
build or remodel, our lending team 

is here to help.

  

PAID FOR BY LUMMIS FOR WYOMING

lummisforwyoming.com
@LummisforWyoming         @CynthiaMLummis

VOTE   CYNTHIA   LUMMIS   ON   AUGUST   18         Conservative   Republican

dug   a   hole   so   deep
Washington Big Spenders Have

Soon We’ll Spend More on
Interest for the National Debt

than Defending America.

In the U.S. House of Representatives, 
Cynthia Lummis stood up to leadership 
to cut wasteful spending and reduce the 
national debt once and for all. 

She’ll do the same in the U.S. Senate.
 
“If we don’t climb out of this hole our 
future is in danger. And we’ll pass 
this debt to our children and our 
grandchildren.”

2020 Census Self-
Response Rates 

as of July 31, 2020

Top 10 Counties
Laramie County 68.3%
Sheridan County 65.2%
Park County 64.4%
Natrona County 61.3%
Johnson County 61.1%
Washakie County 60.3%
Albany County 59.4%
Sweetwater County 58.8%
Goshen County 58.8%
Campbell County 57%
Top 10 Cities
Cheyenne 71.4%
Rolling Hills 70.9%
Bar Nunn 70.3%
Sheridan 69.5%
Green River 69.2%
Buffalo 69.1%
Powell 68.9%
Bear River 68%
Lander 67%
Cody 65.4%
Self-Response Rates 
as of Aug. 3
Wyoming 57.3%
Weston County 50.6%
Newcastle 55.2%
Upton 50.8%

Census bureau urging response

Beef show

Photos by Alexis Barker/NLJ
Dylon Tidyman, above,  makes sure his cow is all lined out before visiting with the 
judge during the producer portion of the beef show at the 2020 Weston County Fair 
last week. Below, Producer Sierra Checketts visits with judge Colby Hales during the 
beef show.

SPECIAL ELECTION 
SECTION

The News Letter Journal Election Section 
publishes next week, Aug. 13. 

DEADLINE FOR POLITICAL ADS IS 
FRIDAY, AUG. 7, AT 1 P.M.



Anyone who has voted before 
knows that making decisions while 
going over a ballot can be an 
overwhelming task, especially if 
the voter is uneducated and hasn’t 
taken the time to get to know their 
candidate options. 

The 2020 primary election is 
quickly approaching, and it’s  
important for voters to be well 
educated on their candidates before 
hitting the voting booth. 

As far as federal seats go, 
Republicans will choose between 
10 candidates to fill the U.S. Senate 
seat left vacant by Sen. Mike Enzi, 
and another two candidates for the 
U.S. Representative seat currently 
held by Rep. Liz Cheney, who is 
rerunning. Republicans especially 
have a daunting task of researching 
the candidates’ views, especially 

with two out-of-staters unknown to 
local voters. 

Democratic voters, on the other 
hand, will have six U.S. Senate 
candidates to pick from and another 
three candidates vying for the 
general election U.S. Representative 
seat. 

State lawmakers have less of a 
battle heading into the primary with 
Rep. Hans Hunt running unopposed 
for the House District 2 seat and 
incumbent Rep. Tyler Lindholm 
facing one opponent, Chip Neiman, 
for the House District 1 seat. 

These aren’t the only races citi-
zens should pay attention to. Local 
elected officials have more impact 
on the lives of Weston County 
residents on a daily basis, and it is 
crucial to research these candidates 
as well. 

Weston County residents will 
choose between three candidates — 
incumbent Ed Wagoner, Don Taylor 
and Vera Huber — for the two 
Weston County Commission seats 
up for grabs. Commissioner Tracy 
Hunt has not filed to rerun for his 
seat on the commission. 

Newcastle residents have two 
options for the mayoral seat left 
vacant by former Mayor Deb Piana. 
Both Councilman Don Steveson and 
Councilwoman Pam Gualtieri have 
filed and are running for mayor. 
Newcastle City Council candi-
dates are Roger Hespe, Tom Voss, 
Michael Alexander and Darren 
Downs. 

Running for Weston County 
District Court Clerk is Tina Cote, 
who filled the position when the 
late Gidget Macke passed earlier 

this year, leaving that seat open. 
Next week, residents will have 

two opportunities to consume as 
much information as possible about 
local, state and federal candidates. 
The Weston County Republican 
Party’s candidate forum will be 
held on Aug. 12 at the Newcastle 
Lodge and Convention Center with 
a question and answer session open 
to the public at 7 p.m. The News 
Letter Journal election guide will 
publish on Aug. 13, and will feature 
questions and answers from the 
candidates. Candidates can also be 
reached through individual  
websites and Facebook pages (see 
ads throughout this newspaper and 
the Aug. 13 edition).

Don’t forget to get out and vote 
on Aug. 18! Make your voices 
heard.
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Get us back 
to normal

To the Editor,
I’m writing to thank 

Gillian Sears for her  
articulate and timely letter in 
the July 30, 2020, edition of 
the News Letter Journal. This 
letter raises important ques-
tions, such as the continued 
push for policies that were 
supposed to 
last 30 days 
at most, 
and the 
slurring as 
murderers 
of anyone 
who dares 
to ques-
tion these 
policies. It also presents 
compelling data for research-
based health practices instead 
of following potentially 
politically-motivated,  
fear-based tactics.

I support her statements 
100% and echo the  
encouragement to “get our 

schools to reopen normally, 
get businesses back to full 
capacity and let us focus 
on living, instead of being 
obsessed with a virus we will 
be dealing with forever, just 
like the flu.”  

I would also offer an  
additional perspective on the 
consequences of this virus 
and ensuing policies long 
after the curve was flattened: 

the mental, 
emotional, 
social, and 
spiritual 
toll that has 
arisen out 
of continued 
policies that 
brought life 
to a standstill, 

which current research is now 
questioning the effectiveness 
of anyway.

Depression, anxiety, 
stress, isolation, substance 
abuse, and a host of other 
issues are on the rise. No 
loss of life is ever trivial, 
and every COVID death is 

a tragedy; however, COVID 
death and illness are no more 
tragic than other death and 
illness, yet the spectre of 
COVID seems to dominate 
the news, with very little 
consideration being given to 
deaths and illnesses due to 
the mental, emotional, social, 
and spiritual aftermath of 
continued shutdown in one 
form or another.  

These issues need serious 
consideration as well,  
recognizing that health is so 
much more than disease pre-
vention. Policies that strive 
to contain the virus, however 
well intentioned, that are not 
continually supported by data 
but by fear, are causing more 
damage than the actual virus.  

As Ms. Sears so aptly 
pointed out, “life MUST  
continue” and we need poli-
cies that follow current data 
and respect individual’s 
rights to their own healthcare 
decisions, balancing all the 
consequences of this  
pandemic.

I am proud to live in 
Weston County and call 
Newcastle my home. Let’s 
continue to use common sense 
and follow science — they 
are not mutually exclusive!

— Leslie Patterson

Thanks 
for the 

memories
To the Editor, 
I always enjoy reading 

the various sections of the 
News Letter Journal, but my 
all time favorite is Recapture. 
It is so interesting to read of 
day-to-day life in years past, 
especially when a familiar 
name comes up. 

In the June 18 issue, 100 
year section, was a short  
sentence about my uncle, 
Chuck Cattles, going fishing. 
Just to think of that old 
guy who was never seen in 
anything but his work bib 
overalls doing anything just 
for fun made me realize there 

was a younger Uncle Chuck I 
never knew. 

I sent the paper to his only 
grandchild that lives in Texas. 

I also wanted to tell you 
how much I enjoyed that 
fabulous shot of the lightning 
bolt which appeared on the 
front page of the July 9 paper. 
The shot was incredible, just 
as the strike hit. What a won-
derful mix of colors! Thank 
you.

Sincerely, 
— Kari A. Clark, 

Sutherlin, Ore.

Correction 
on my letter

To the Editor,
The first line of the second 

paragraph in my letter last 
week (two weeks ago) was 
accidentally misprinted. It 
should have read: “Absolutely 
nowhere, of course.” 

Thank you for printing this 
correction.

— Leonard Lang

Be careful in how you vote in the primaries on Aug . 18
The primary election 

is just weeks away 
and even though this 

campaign season seems more 
subdued than those in past 
years, it is no 
less impor-
tant.  As we 
all know, 
the primary 
election in 
Wyoming 
is often the 
more mean-
ingful, as 
single-party 
dominance in 
many areas 
means that 
the nomina-
tion is often tantamount to 
election.  As we decide who we 
will trust to make the decisions 
about our state and nation, 
we should remember what is 
important in choosing who to 
represent us.  

Policy matters.  As easy 
as it is to get caught up in per-
sonal narratives and questions 
about whether officials have 
the right demeanor, politics is 
about enacting policies.  It is 
about making good choices 
about how we order our 

society, spend our money, and 
hold one another accountable.  
That is not to say that candi-
date’s character does not matter 
(it absolutely does), but we 

often see good people 
with bad policies and 
bad people pushing 
for good policies.  As 
we make our choices, 
we should not forget 
that policies matter 
and are the most 
important part of gov-
ernment.  We should 
look for candidates 
with well-considered, 
conservative policies 
to support.

Character 
matters.  Just as policy 
matters, character matters 
too.  I have written before 
about people who I agree 
with politically that are unfit 
to hold office because they 
lack the character to serve.  
Character matters because the 
public must be able to trust our 
elected officials.  If they lack 
the character required for us 
to trust they will do the right 
thing, it undermines our faith 
that our government is working 
for us.  Character is also 

important because our elected 
officials are a symbol of our 
society as a whole.  For better 
or worse, we look to them as 
examples of how we should 
act and treat one another.  If 
we elect officials without 
character, we are also making a 
statement about ourselves.  

Solutions matter.  Now 
is not the time for platitudes 
and vagueness.  Our state 
has serious issues that will 
not wait before they must be 
addressed.  Candidates who 
cannot say what they hope 
to do and how they will do it 
are probably not ready to be 
in elected office.  Vagueness 
suggest one of two things: 
either the candidate has not 
put the work in to be prepared 
for the position they seek, or 
the candidate is running, not 
because they want to serve 
their community, but because 
they want the ego inflation 
that comes with the fancy title.  
When evaluating candidates, 
voters should be sure that they 
have something more to offer 
than vague platitudes.  They 
should seek out candidates with 
actual proposals, and proposals 
that could work, before casting 

their vote.
Beware the attackers.  

Lastly, as with almost every 
election, I am seeing attacks 
against candidates.  I am not 
one of those who believes 
every negative advertisement 
is bad.  There is a place for 
contrasting with a political 
opponent, and there is even a 
place for criticizing opponents, 
especially when they fail to 
meet one of the standards listed 
above.  However, if the only 
reason you can articulate as to 
why you should be elected is 
an attack on the other candi-
date, you should not be in the 
race.  

I see this most with can-
didates who attack the party 
“bonafides” of their opponents.  
If someone’s primary argument 
for why they should be elected 
is that their opponent is “not a 
real Republican” or “not a real 
Democrat,” they are probably 
not going to be an effective 
legislator.  Legislation inher-
ently involves finding solutions 
and compromise.  The worst 
legislators are those that refuse 
to work with those they dis-
agree with to find a solution 
and instead merely criticize 

everyone else for failing to 
meet their litmus test.  

This is not to say that 
legislators should not have 
principles.  Rather, the opposite 
is true.  However, legislators 
should also not let their desire 
for the perfect solution get in 
the way of progress toward 
their goals.  Some do their own 
cause a disservice because they 
oppose incremental progress 
and instead hold out for their 
perfect piece of legislation, 
even though it may never 
come.  Those that attack their 
political opponents as “not a 
real” Republican or Democrat 
typically fall into the mold of 
those who cannot effectively 
legislate or lead.  We can and 
should do better than those 
types of candidates.

In sum, we need quality 
candidates, with solid, 
conservative policies, well 
thought out solutions, and good 
character to tackle the issues 
facing our state.  We should 
avoid those without principles, 
without character, and without 
viable ideas on how to address 
the problems before us.  It 
sounds simple, but it rarely is.  
Vote wisely.

‘Like’ the News Letter Journal Facebook 
page for daily statewide news

Khale Lenhart
Guest Editorial
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• ASSEMBLY OF GOD CHURCH: Rev. Norm Brotzman, 216 S. Seneca, 746-2249. 
Call to Worship 9:30 am; Children's Church during Call to Worship; Faith Rally 
Sunday 6 pm

• BAHA’I FAITH: Firesides (Open to All) 1st & 3rd Fridays 7:30 pm at 15 Skyview 
Dr; 746-3626

• CAMBRIA COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH: 19 Stampede St. 746-2321. Sunday 
School 9:15 am; Worship 10:30 am; Youth (6-12 grades) and Adult Bible Study 
Sunday Evening 6-7 pm; Wednesday Night Youth and Adult Bible Study 6 pm; 
Life Recovery Bible Study Sunday Night 7 pm

• CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH: Rev. Wendy Owens, S. Summit & Winthrop 
Streets. 746-9684. haydishall@hotmail.com. Service times: Sunday 10 a.m

• CHRIST THE KING LUTHERAN CHURCH: 224 West Road, West of Dow Park, 
746-2415. Sunday Worship 9 am

• CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER DAY SAINTS: Bishop Greg James, 120 
Ash, 746-4131. Sunday Sacrament Mtg 9:00 am; Sunday School 10:20 am; Relief 
Society & Priesthood Mtg 11:15 am

• CHURCH ON THE HILL: Pastors Wayne Wilson and Todd Olson, 301 Delaware, 
746-9663. Adult Sunday School 9:30 am; Prayer 10:15 am; Worship 10:45 am; 
Prayer Service Tuesday 6 PM; Celebrate Recovery (18+) & Undefeated Youth 
(Infant- 12th Grade) Wednesday 6:00 pm

• CORPUS CHRISTI CATHOLIC CHURCH: Father Brian Hess, 19 W. Winthrop, 
746-4219. Saturday Mass 5 pm; Sunday Mass 8 am; Weekday Mass 7 am

• COUNTRY CHURCH: Four Corners, Pastor Bill Haley and Micah Popma, 
746-9712, Worship 10 am

• FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH: Pastor Gary Anderson, 903 S. Summit, 746-2188. 
Sunday School 9:15 am; Worship Service 10:30 am; Evening Service 6 pm; 

AWANA Clubs Wednesday 6:30 pm

• FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH: Pastor Brenda Torrie, 23 N. Seneca, 
746-4119. Adult Bible Study 8:45 am; Traditional Church Services 10:00 am; 10:15 
am Children's Church; Youth Group Sunday evenings 5:30-7 pm

• GATEWAY FELLOWSHIP: Pastor Jon Andersen, Evangelical Free Church 
meets at the Weston County Senior Services; Sunday School 9:45 am; Worship 
11 am. Call 949-0869

• KINGDOM HALL OF JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES:  5018 US Hwy 16, 746-2319 or 
746-4517. Tuesday 7:00 pm. Congregation Bible Study, Theocratic Ministry 
School and Service Meeting. Sunday Public Talk 10 am; Watchtower 11 am

• NEWCASTLE FOURSQUARE CHURCH: Pastor Mick Bohn, 1525 S. Summit, 
746-3618. Sun. Worship 10 am; Wed. Night Prayer

• OSAGE COMMUNITY CHURCH: 348 Sheridan St. in Osage, 465-2341. Sunday 
School 10 am; Worship 11 am and 6 pm

• OUR SAVIOR CHURCH: Pastors Doug and Frezil Westerlund. For Bible Study, 
call (605) 515-3058

• SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST: Pastor Lester Bently 612-240-7536, 78 Old Hwy 
85. Saturday Sabbath School 9:30 am; Worship 11 am

• ST. ANTHONY'S CATHOLIC CHURCH: Father Brian Hess, Upton. Sunday 
Mass 5 pm

• UPTON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH: Rev. Michael Paschall, 834 Pine, 
Upton, 468-9302. Worship 9 am; Fellowship 10 am

• VICTORY NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH: Rev. Theodore L. Halls, 414 Pine, 
746-4366

Sharon’s Home 
Health Care
Sharon Kanode, RN

Owner/Director

Treasured
Memories

Hospice &
Palliative Care

Toll Free:
1-800-457-6834

24 North Sumner
746-4411 or 1-888-788-2892

www.fsbnewcastle.com

746-2487
P.O. Box 760

Newcastle, WY 

Arrow
Service

"We Deliver"
468-2340, Upton

Farm Bureau Insurance
360 W. Main

746-4471

JackMaster
Construction

Craig Wiggins 

746-3521
For all your

construction needs

fai h
&

values

fai h

Jake Shook 
Logging, Inc.

628 Birch Street
Newcastle, WY

Daily Devotional Reading

Follow us on Facebook!
News Letter Journal — 
your LOCAL newspaper

Follow us on Facebook!

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.   ~ Genesis 1:1  
                 

Aug. 7
Hosea 1:1—2:1 

Aug. 8
Hosea 2:2-23 

Aug. 9
Hosea 3:1—4:10 

Aug. 10
Hosea 5:4-15 

Aug. 11
Hosea 6:1—7:2 

Aug. 12
Hosea 7:3-16 

Aug. 13
Hosea 9:17—10:15 

Scriptures Selected by the 
American Bible Society

Obituaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

FRIDAY, AUGUST 14
WESTON COUNTY SENIOR CENTER

627 PINE STREET

FREE HEARING TESTS IN NEWCASTLE

From 9–11 a.m. by Annette Frerichs, Board Certified in Hearing 
Instrument Sciences. Anyone who has trouble hearing is welcome to 
come in for a hearing test using modern electronic equipment to find 
out if a tiny modern hearing aid may help. Diagrams showing how the 
ear works and some of the causes of hearing loss will be available.

Everyone should have a hearing test at least once a year if they 
have any trouble at all hearing clearly. Even people now wearing a 
hearing aid or those who have been told an aid won’t help should have 
a hearing test and find out about current hearing aids.

To schedule an appointment, call 1-800-742-2192. Also evening 
appointments are available for those who work. In-home apointments 
too! Serving the hearing impaired for more than 80 years.

Better
Business
Bureau

living beside you works for you.

“Just say when… whenever you’re ready.”

when

307-746-4471
360 West Main - Box 896 - Newcastle, WY 82701
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CHARLES M. ‘MAX’ 
DABNEY

Aug. 18, 1934–July 20, 2020
Charles M. 

“Max” Danny, 
age 85, passed 
away on July 
20, 2020.

He was 
born Aug. 
18, 1934, in 
Oklahoma.

He is sur-
vived by his 

wife, Judy, and step-grandson 
Justice of Newcastle. 

He was preceded in death by 
his step-son, Tully.

In California he has four 
children by his first wife, Leona 
(now deceased), Charles, John, 
Christina, and Jim. He has 
seven grandchildren, 12 great-
grandchildren, three great-
great-grandchildren and one on 
the way.

Max was an U.S. Army 
Korean War veteran. He played 

football for the army and was 
offered a football scholarship at 
Colorado State University.

Max was an avid hunter, and 
loved his garden. Above all, 
he loved the Lord, and would 
spend hours in his library 
studying the Lord’s word, for 
us our only hope.

ROSS J. GARMAN
July 23, 1961–April 12, 2020

Please join the family of 
Ross J. Garman for a celebra-

tion of life service to be held on 
Sunday, Aug. 16, at 2 p.m. The 
service will be held outdoors 
at the ranch on Garman Road 
(Crook County Rd 157) near 
Miller Creek. Look for signs 
and balloons that day, marking 
the way.

Valet parking and shuttle 
service provided. We will have 
square bale seating, but chair 
seating is limited so please bring 
a lawn chair if you want to 
comfortably sit and visit.

Charles
Dabney

MIA JO 
SANDOVAL

Alonzo, Salina, and proud big brother 
Jaden welcomed with lots of love, Mia 
Jo Sandoval on April 18, 2020, at 5:36 
p.m.

She weighed 3 pounds, 5 ounces 
at birth and was 14 1/4 inches long. 
After spending 32 days in the Neonatal 
Intensive Care Unit, she was able to 
come home and be with her family! She 
is healthy and happy!

Upton Hardware 
& Lumber

311 Second Street 
307-468-2479

Heartland 
Wood Pellets

Call for pricing

AUGUST SPECIAL

Photo courtesy of Skull Creek Studio

Photo by Alexis Barker/NLJ

Preston Perino, his brother, Wade Perino, and Kerri Lambert branding during the Ranch Rodeo July 29 at the 
Weston County Fairgrounds.



25 Years Ago
August 10, 1995

Camp Wyoming was in full 
swing at Mallo Camp Aug. 2, 
with Girl Scouts present from 
all over the state when the 
water had to be temporarily 
shut off due to contamination. 
Scouts were told to empty their 
water bottles and not drink until 
bottled water arrived, which it 
did an hour later. 

A Wyoming Honor 
Conservation Camp inmate 
was still at large Tuesday and 
authorities speculate he’s out of 
the area. 

Weston County Memorial 
Hospital and Manor recently 
purchased a pediatric CPR/
Trauma care simulator and 
an Intraosseous simulator 
with training funds available 
through the Rural Health Care 
Transition Grant. 

Cindy and Dave Harbor and 
son of Anderson, Ind., were 
Wednesday overnight guests of 
Lyndon and Lydia Childs. 

Mina Ferguson returned to 
Carol Hanson’s home in Gillette 
Saturday evening to continue 
her visit there. She had been 
visiting the Art Hagermans and 
enjoyed Fun Days. 

The Tuck Legers attended 
the parade and barbecue in 
Upton Saturday. Cindy and 

Troy Dysart and family spent 
Tuesday and Wednesday with 
Carl and Hazel Kuemmerle at 
the ranch. 

Gene and Barb Hagerman 
had supper Sunday evening 
with Art and Alma Hagerman. 
The George Bondora family 
shopped in Gillette Saturday 
for school clothes. 

Bernie Ruff, who had been 
staying with her mother, Ann 
Cummings, during the Fun 
Days activities, returned to 
her home in Dubois Thursday, 
July 20.

Arrilla Taylor came from 
Gillette Wednesday to have 
lunch with her sister, Jo Fulton, 
and to spend the day visiting. 

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Wright 
of Newcastle are pleased to 
announce the engagement of 
their daughter, Ann Marie 
Wright to Rick Wehri, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Wehri of 
Hebron, N.D.

The Newcastle Cambria 
Lions Club has added to the 
improvements at the LAK 
recently with the addition of a 
new boat dock located next to 
the new boat ramp. 

50 Years Ago
August 6, 1970

Weston County taxpayers 
residing in Newcastle, Upton, 

school district seven and the 
old school district nine will be 
paying higher mill levies for 
1970 taxes. Residents in district 
one, outside Newcastle, will be 
paying a lower mill levy. 

Fred Stoecker has 
announced the leasing of the 
Auto Mart in Newcastle to 
Al Novak. Novak will operate 
the facilities as Novak Body 
and Paint and will also sell 
used cars. 

Jimmy D. Ragland, forester 
on the Spearfish Ranger District 
of the Black Hills National 
Forest, is being promoted and 
reassigned to a similar position 
on the Elk Mountain Ranger 
District at Newcastle. 

The Newcastle National 
Guard unit will have a muta-
two drill on Sunday, Aug. 9. 
The drill will start at 7 a.m. and 
conclude at 4 p.m.

The annual picnic of the 
Weston County Cowbelles was 
held at Dow Park Tuesday, 
July 28, with 24 in attendance. 
Following lunch a quiz game 
was played using the names of 
flowers with Mrs. Tom Wright 
being the winter. 

Mrs. Jerry Miller and 
daughter of Casper and Mrs. Art 
Taylor were social callers at the 
Felix Perino home Wednesday 
afternoon. Mr. and Mrs. Jay 

Mayberry were shopping in 
Newcastle Friday morning. 

Newcastle’s Little League 
All-Stars returned from 
the State Tourney with 4th 
place again this year in a 
12 team field. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lyle Hamilton 
and children of Skull Creek 
were among the many family 
members who enjoyed the 
Livingston picnic at the ranch 
south of Newcastle. 

Mr. and Mrs. Garvus Roby 
and son, Tommy of Sundance 
were Sunday afternoon callers 
of the Royal Bock family. 

Mrs. Helen Bock enjoyed 
a trip to Hill City with the 
Kenny Clyde family Friday and 
a picnic supper on Cold Creek 
Saturday evening. 

Mr. and Mrs. Danny Graves 
and son of Lusk were Sunday 
callers of her parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Ed Willadson. 

100 Years Ago
August 5, 1920

Frontier Days opened yes-
terday afternoon with a bang, 
full of excitement and thrills, 
with many good exhibitions 
of riding, roping, bull-dogging 
and the other interesting things 
to be seen during Frontier Days. 

The ball game this morning 
between the Gushers and the 
high-salaried team from Rapid 
City was without question one 
of the best exhibitions of base-
ball playing seen in Newcastle 
in a good many days. 

Mrs. R.E. Hulbert was shop-
ping in our town Monday. Mrs. 
Andy Jurice and son John, were 
shopping in Cambria from their 
ranch on Plum creek Monday. 

Mrs. Chas. Miller and her 
son-in-law, Mr. Nick Mittich 
passed through Cambria 
Monday from Newcastle, 
where they had been looking 
after business matters. 

Mrs. Mauhn, formerly Mrs. 
Cooksey returned to Newcastle 
Monday after a week’s sojourn 
at the Dowland home. 

Mrs. W.W. Franklin spent 
Thursday night with her friend, 
Mrs. Jane White. Mrs. Lucretia 
White and little children 
returned from Henry, Nebr., last 
Friday, they report that vicinity 
as being very hot and glad to be 
in Cambria once more. 

Quite a number of young 
people attended the dance 
given at the Jackson ranch on 
Cold Creek. The families of 
Westover and Router spent 
Sunday fishing on Cold creek. 

L.R. Keys, one of the 
Stockade Beaver’s prominent 
ranchmen and stockmen was a 
business visitor in the county 
capital Saturday. 

We are pleased to state that 
Robert Junior, infant son of 
Mr. and Mrs. R.A. Harper of 
Beaver creek, has fully recov-
ered from his recent illness. 

Last Saturday a Ford truck 
parked with the motor running 
on Main street, started across 
the street headed for the soda 
fountain in the Sprecher 
Pharmacy, but halted when it 
struck the high curb in front of 
the store. 

Charles Miller and Mike 
Koski two of Horton’s promi-
nent ranchers were among 
business visitors to the county 
hub Tuesday. 
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Sponsored by the Wyoming Secretary of State’s Office, and made possible through federal Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act funds.

Learn how we’ve made voting safe at
LETSVOTEWYO.ORG

WYOMING PRIMARY   AUG. 18TH
Courtesy of Weston County Historical Society/Wyoming National Guard, Newcastle, WY Collection

This is the 115 Cavalry Machine Gun troop.

Get your news 
at newslj.com

130 S Seneca • (307) 746-4600

Making Newcastle’s smiles 
brighter for over 45 years

Kids laugh around 400 
times a day, adults just 

15 times a day.

1323 Washington Blvd  |  307-746-2739

looking to volunteer?

newcastlewyo.com

Stop out and see Janet to learn more about volunteering at the chamber.

The Short Stop
2206 W. Main
Newcastle, WY 82701
Open 4am  -9pm Monday-Friday
6am-9pm Saturday & Sunday

TUESDAY Home-made Native 

Taco w/all the fi xings!

LUNCH 
SPECIALS

EVERY DAY!
Takeout, Curbside PickUp or Dine In 

(please observe social distancing)

NOW HIRING!

say 

thank 
you!ij

Do you need to thank a fair sponsor, 
livestock buyer, judge, or 

superintendent?
DO IT WITH AN AD IN YOUR 
LOCAL NEWSPAPER — the 
NEWS LETTER JOURNAL!

Call 307-746-2777 or email sales@newslj.com 
to set up your ad

DAY/DATE TIME EVENT LOCATION
Fri Aug 7 5:30PM BINGO VFW Hall
 5-7PM Newcastle Farmer’s Market Pinnacle Bank/4-Way
 7PM Sprint Track Races WC Fairgrounds

Sat Aug 8 7PM Sprint Track Races WC Fairgrounds

Mon Aug 10 6:30PM WC Fair Board Fairgrounds, WC Event Center

Tues Aug 11 10:30AM Alzheimers/Dementia Support WCHS
 6PM Weston County Humane Society Mtg shelter
 7-8PM Alanon Meeting Senior Center Family Room

Wed Aug 12 6:30-8:30AM Wellness Wednesday WCHS
 7PM Candidate Forum Newcastle Lodge Banquet Rm

Aug. 8
Everett & Kim Dean
Ray & Annette Hawk
Steven Jarmin
Kyle & Alyssa Kachelhoffer
Jennifer Locke

Aug. 10
Dee Dee Hawk & Charles 
Bean 
Barb Dinges
Rita Feist

Aug. 11
Callan Smith
Emery Kachelhoffer

Aug. 12
Colton & Brittany Cummings
Jake Sylte

Aug. 13
Montana Johnson
Richard Gray

Birthdays & Anniversaries

Weston County Meetings & Events Calendar

WHAT’S UP
August 2020

Michael Freeman
128 W. Main St, Ste. I 
Cell: (307) 281-6310, 

Offi ce: (307) 746-2700

For all of your insurance needs
As your Farmers™ Agent, I’m  
here to help you get smarter 
about your insurance. After 

all, the more you know, 
the better you can plan 

for what’s ahead.

Understand your 
coverage before 

you need it.



Hannah Gross
NLJ Correspondent
With Leonard Cash 

No one is exactly sure who 
or what roams the Isabella’s 
building late at night, but one 
thing is sure: Many people 
claim to have seen or heard 
something, and rumor has it that 
it’s a ghost. Because there have 
been many reports on strange 
happenings, including personal 
ones, historian Leonard Cash 
decided to end this seven-week 
installment of the “History on 
Main” series with the Isabella’s 
resident “ghost.” 

Before sharing the stories 
from several community 
members regarding the ghost, 
Cash first talked with former 
owners Kenney and Debi 
McKee, who bought the 
building from Angilil Cregger 
on Aug. 8, 2003. 

“Thanks to Leonard Nack at 
First State Bank, who pointed 
out the big blue building 
with the marshmallow 
roof, right outside his office 
window,” said Debi, in an 
interview with Cash. 

A local contractor was hired 
to fix the water-damaged roof 

and convert the former studio 
and art gallery into a restau-
rant, which meant that the floor 
plan had to be redone. Kenney 
and his two sons aided the con-
tractor, and on Feb. 1, 2004, 
Isabella’s was opened. 

“We didn’t know if 
Newcastle was ready for 
salads made with mixed greens 
instead of iceberg lettuce and 
carrots, but we wanted to offer 
a menu that was something 
entirely new to the area – one 
of specialty salads, homemade 
soups, sandwiches, gourmet 
pizzas, pasta, and desserts, and 
let’s not forget the homemade 
bread,” Debi said. 

Later, steaks, burgers and 
fries were added to the menu. 
The upstairs (which once 
housed the mortuary, along 
with other businesses) was 
used as a 1,200-square-foot 
apartment, and the other part 
was used for “small venues.” 

“It was quite an experi-
ence, since we had never ran 
a restaurant before. But due to 
a change in circumstances, it 
was time to turn over our baby 
to let it continue to grow,” 
Debi said. 

On Nov. 1, 2013, the restau-
rant was sold to Hattie Conley, 
who added a bar in the back 
of the building, and from the 
get-go, she noticed something 
was off. 

Her dog, Jack, was uneasy 
on the first night. He jumped 
off the bed and started attacking 
something in an unexpected 
way. This made Conley think 
that someone had entered 
the building, but when she 
checked, nobody was there. 

Conley also noted that many 
of the employees mentioned 
that it seemed “creepy” at night 
and “they regularly feel as 

though there are presences.”
For example, before the bar 

was opened, two teenage girls 
were walking down the hall 
leading to Conley’s office and 
thought they saw someone. 
They screamed and quickly 
came back, afraid to go there 
alone. Whatever they saw was 
enough to convince them to 
travel that way only when 
using the buddy system. 

In 2016, cameras with 
motion detectors were 
installed, and they’ve already 
detected some peculiar activity. 

“They record small things 
regularly – in many cases, 

when the motion detector goes 
off at night and I review the 
clip, … there is nothing there. 
Sometimes you think you see 
a slight wave to the picture,” 
Cash’s notes with Hattie state. 
Cash also talked with several 
townspeople to gather their 
Isabella’s ghost tales. 

Karon Wieburg, an 
employee at the restaurant, also 
claims to have seen something. 

“The history of the building 
is awesome. This building 
has served this town as many 
things. In doing so, I and 
others believe part of the past 
is still here with us,” Wieburg 

said. “We at Isabella’s have 
a resident ghost that we have 
affectionately named Melvin. 
I personally have seen him on 
many occasions. He can be 
moody, but for the most part – 
very nice and easygoing.”

But the sightings and 
rumors of ghosts started 
long before then. Cash said 
that when Bob Cregger still 
owned the building, one of the 
furnace installers had a strange 
encounter. 

It all started when Cregger 
needed to put a new furnace 
on the second floor to keep 
the building from getting so 
cold. According to Cash, the 
installers had to go to the attic 
to hook up some stuff, and 
one particular man who went 
up came back down, vowing 
that was his last time going 
up there. 

“He really looked 
peaked and would never go 
back in that attic again,” Cash 
said. “He never would talk 
about it.” 

To this day, nobody 
knows what he saw because 
he wouldn’t say why or give 
a reason, but it was enough 
to keep him from the attic, 
according to Cash. 

“So there must have 
been something up there,” 
Cash said.

Linda, Cash’s wife, has a 
few ghost tales of her own. 
Although her store, Cashbox 
Ceramics, is now located 
across the street from the 
Antler’s, the business started 
out in the Isabella’s building. 

Linda said that there was 
a light bulb hanging at the 
bottom of the stairs, and every 
night at 9:30 p.m. whenever 
they were still working there, 

the light would shut off for a 
minute, then turn back on. 

“That was our warning. We 
usually left. If we were still 
there at 10, it would go off 
and would not come back on,” 
Linda said. 

One particular evening, she 
had a late class, and after it 
was over, everyone was sitting 
and visiting. The light went 
off at 9:30 as usual, but they 
continued visiting. 

“About 15 minutes later, a 
bag of recycling pop cans (that 
had been bagged up for a long 
time) came crashing down off 
of the table in the back room 
and came open and spewed 
pop cans the entire length of 
the hallway,” Linda said. 

That made everyone start 
getting ready to leave, but 
because it was such a nice, 
enjoyable night, they con-
tinued visiting some more.

“All of a sudden, one of the 
women there said, ‘Oh! I am 
leaving now!’ I said, ‘What’s 
up?’ and she was sitting very 
still. She said, ‘Look at the 
chair next to me.’ There was 
a perfect behind impression 
on the chair seat. We all left,” 
Linda said. 

Another time, Linda and 
her daughter, Annette Koester, 
were working, when Annette’s 
husband came back from the 
bathroom and sarcastically 
said, “Nice. Thanks, ladies,” 
because the light for the 
bathroom (which was on the 
outside) had shut off and the 
door locked, so he thought 
they had pulled a prank 
on him. 

“We had no idea what he 
was talking about. He said we 
had turned off the light and 
locked him in. We didn’t – 
really!” Linda said. 

On a different night, Linda 
sent her son-in-law to fetch an 
airbrush. This time, when he 
came back, he looked as if he 
had seen a ghost – and maybe 
he had. As he was locking 
the door after retrieving the 
brush, he looked up and claims 
to have seen a cowboy just 
standing there watching him 
on the other side of the door’s 
glass window. 

“Many times, I would 
come in in the morning to find 
a row of ceramics all lined 
up down the middle of the 
aisle. Just playful. Never any-
thing broken, just moved,” 
Linda said. 

So the mystery remains 
of what caused these curious 
events. But, to this day, 
Isabella’s is still operated as 
a bar and grill restaurant, so 
maybe if you’re lucky, you 
can see for yourself who this 
mysterious “ghost” is. 

And that finishes up the 
history of the Isabella’s 
building. Next week, Cash will 
begin his discussion on the 
A.M. Nichols Supply Co. on 
lots 4 through 6. 
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Ghost sightings reported at Isabella’s

Photo courtesy of Weston County, Wyoming The First 100 Years
This photo depicts Newcastle Mortuary and Furniture store.

1124 Washington Blvd. Newcastle WY 82701 | www.wchs-wy.org
Hospital 746-4491 | Manor 746-2793 | Therapy Services 746-3720 | Home Health 746-3553 | Pharmacy 746-2425 

WESTON COUNTY
HEALTH SERVICES

YOUR CHOICE FOR 
QUALITY HEALTHCARE!

CALL TODAY TO MAKE 
YOUR APPOINTMENT!

3D SCREENING MAMMOGRAPHY
To expect a different 
result, you have to 
make a different 
choice. 

• Vote Don Taylor •

Paid for by Don Taylor

Here’s a photo from the News Letter Journal’s archives. This photo was possibly taken in 1999 — subjects unkown.
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Dear Weston County Republicans,
The Weston County Republican Party is sponsoring a candidate forum on 
Aug. 12 at 7 p.m. at the Newcastle Lodge Banquet Room. We have invited 
candidates to speak for 3-5 minutes each, with a question-and-answer session 
to follow. This Candidate Forum will be free and open to the public.
Preceding the forum at 6 p.m., the Weston County Republican Party will hold 
a private reception and fundraiser which will be a “meet and greet” session 
with interested Republican candidates. Admission Tickets to this event will be 
$20 per person. Tickets may be purchased by mail to the P.O. Box below or by 
calling or emailing Kari Drost, Allen and Ann Slagle, or Jamie Farnsworth.

With election season commencing, the WCRP is in need of funds to run ads 
and support local candidates. Please let us know if you can help out.

Thank you for your support!

Kari Drost, Chair, 307-312-0768
Allen Slagle, Vice Chair, 307-746-2804
Ann Slagle, Secretary, 307-746-2804
Jamie Farnsworth, Treasurer, 307-746-8111         

Weston County Republican Party
Donations may be mailed to: WCRP, PO Box 802, Newcastle, WY 82701

Call 307-688-1000 or visit cchwyo.org/findadoc to find a provider or clinic.

cchwyo.org

501 S. Burma Ave. 
Gillette, WY

Don’t Delay Your Medical Care
CCH is Open, Safe & Ready to see you!

Stay on track with preventative screenings like mammograms,  
annual physicals and follow-ups with your medical provider,  

especially if you have a chronic health condition.

With enhanced cleaning, screening of every patient  
and our employees — it’s a safe time to continue  

with your medical routines.

For medical emergencies, call 911. 
If you are in crisis and need to talk with a counselor, please call 307-688-5050.

Equine skills

Photos by Walter Sprague/NLJ
On July 26, the Junior Horse Show took center stage in the Four Season Indoor 
Arena at the Weston County Fairgrounds. The speed events took place on July 27 in 
the arena in front of the grandstands. Above, Jacob Rhoades, in the Senior Division, 
presents his gray for judging in the FSA. Below, Brook Martel-Achterhof displays her 
English riding skills to the judges in the FSA.

proposals to the SLIB board after the WCHS 
board of trustees approved the projects. 

“The first project would be adding an isolation 
room, or negative pressure room. We currently 
have one, and this would be thinking about what 
we would go through if we have people we 
needed to segregate and isolate,” Cadwell said. 
“This actually has a minimal cost because of the 
remodel and would involve altering the HVAC 
system of those rooms.” 

Updating the heating, ventilation and air-
conditioning for those rooms would cost about 
$62,000, the facility’s executive assistant Denice 
Pisciotti reported. 

WCHS has also requested $868,666 to upgrade 
the HVAC system in the Weston County Manor’s 
older rooms. Cadwell said that these rooms were 
not done during the recently completed upgrade 
and remodel to the facility. 

“Right now, these rooms have the air systems, 
but this would upgrade the system and improve 
the air quality in the nursing home. Hopefully 
these upgrades would disallow the movement 
of viruses and other airborne containments,” 
Cadwell said. 

In addition to this Manor project, the facility 
applied for $9 million for what Cadwell called “a 
wish more than anything.”

“This would look into changing all of the 
rooms in the Manor to private by building a 
separate structure to the west of us. This building 
would create approximately 24 additional rooms 
for the nursing home,” Cadwell said. “This would 
be a separate building but allow for all Manor 
rooms to be private.”

She noted that this wish is something the 
board is not banking on receiving, but something 
they figured they might as well try for. 

Last, but not least, WCHS applied for $265,000 

in grants to upgrade the basement for overflow 
beds in the case of an increase in patients. 

“We are looking at remodeling the old kitchen 
space in the basement to be used for overflow of 
hospital patients. This would increase our beds by 
six, the room would be open and the beds would 
be separated by curtains,” she said.

According to Cadwell, the project would 
involve piping in oxygen to allow for support-
type services. Updates to the sprinkler system and 
bathrooms would also be needed. 

“This would not require a significant amount 
of spending, but there would be some remodel 
involved,” Cadwell said. 

Cadwell noted that the $10,195,666 in requests 
is an addition to the $4,024,739 the facility 
has already received in CARES Act funds. The 
money has been used by the facility to pay for 
things directly associated with the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

“We’ve gotten CARES money that is in our 
bank account. We have basically been accounting 
for staff time in preparation of the pandemic, 
working with the patients and residents to ensure 
they are taken care of and doing everything 
we can to treat this,” Cadwell said. “We are 
accounting for that time, above and beyond our 
normal duties, and purchasing things like per-
sonal protective equipment and other supplies.” 

She stated that the money has been set aside 
but is being used by the facility. 

“So far, we have probably spent around $2.7 
million of that in staff time and other supply 
purchases,” Cadwell said. 

At the time of publication, an answer on the 
grant requests had not been received by Weston 
County Health Services. Cadwell said that the 
SLIB board meets on Aug. 6 and the facility 
should receive an answer that day.  

Hospital from Page 1 ....................................................................................
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Chip Neiman
Republican Candidate HD 1

Vote for Chip Neiman on or 
before August 18th

Introducing My Family
This is why I’m running. Strong 

families! Our future is at stake and our 
families are its foundation. 

I ask for your support to promote and 
defend traditional family values 

recognized in the 
Republican Party Platform.

Family: God’s Greatest Masterpiece

Paid for by Committee to Elect Chip Neiman

Weston County Children’s Center/
Region III Developmental Services

104 Stampede Street • Newcastle, WY
Presented by: Weston County Children’s Center/Region III Developmental Services. Financial 
assistance also provided by the Weston County School District #1 and #7 Title VI-B funds and 

Wyoming Department of Health Behavioral Health Division.

F R E E Developmental 
Screenings

for children birth through age 5

Hearing 
& 

Vision 
Screenings

Included

UPTON • August 19 
NEWCASTLE • August 27 & 28

Call 746-3541 to make an appointment today!

Vote 
Vera Huber

for
Weston County 
Commissioner

Thank you 
for your support!

A Better ChoiCe for the PeoPle’s VoiCe
Check out our website at VoteVerahuber.com

vhuberwyo@gmail.com
Paid for by candidate

DonnaForWyoming.com
Paid for by Donna for Wyoming

A Wyoming 
ConservAtive 

for senAte

• Support the trump agenda
• Sanctity of human Life

• defend the 2nd amendment
• defeat SociaLiSm

• protect reLigiouS Liberty
• border Security

• Strong nationaL defenSe

Vote Don Steveson
for Newcastle Mayor

Experienced, Fair, Honest 
& Committed to This 

Community for 49 Years
Paid for by candidate

for Newcastle Mayor

natural caused and 43.35 for human caused.” 
Less than a month ago, Tysdal had reported 

that seven natural-caused fires burned 46.55 
acres, while 15 human-caused wildland fires 
burned 15.93 acres. 

“As we progress through summer, I would 
expect these numbers to continue to increase 

unless our current hot, dry and windy weather 
pattern changes,” Tysdal said. 

In the past 10 years, Weston County has 
had a total of 477 fires, of those, 249 were nat-
ural-caused fires and 228 were human-caused 
fires. These fires resulted in the destruction of 
95,706.3 acres. 

Fires from Page 1 ......................................................................................................

in Torrington, Wyoming Honor 
Farm in Riverton and the 
Wyoming State Penitentiary in 
Rawlins. 

According to the Aug. 3 
release, before testing at the 
WHCC, a total of 2,122 tests 
had been conducted. 

“As previously reported, 
there were 24 positive test 

results from the Wyoming State 
Penitentiary’s round of testing 
(15 inmates, 2 staff and 7 con-
tract staff). Those individuals 
are currently in recovery,” the 
release said. “There were no 
positive test results reported 
from the Wyoming Honor 
Farm’s round of testing.” 

According to the release, 

935 tests were performed at the 
Torrington facility, with two 
positive results among staff and 
one in the contract health care 
staff population. 

Results for the Wyoming 
Honor Conservation Camp 
and Boot Camp testing will be 
released as soon as the depart-
ment is informed of the results. 

Honor Camp from Page 1 .............................................................

Photos by Alexis Barker and Walter Sprague/NLJ

Bring on the talent!

On July 25, the Newcastle’s Got Talent show was held at the 
Weston County Fairgrounds. Sponsored by RT Communications 
and Fisher Sand and Gravel, the talent show had a couple dozen 
people in the audience and 11 participants. The emcee was Tom 
Voss. After many enjoyable acts of singing, dancing, stand-up 
comedy, and even a human beat box, the Overall Winner was 
young Katherine Huber. Clockwise from above: Lara Lopez 
plays the ukulele while her sister Lilly holds the microphone; 
Sherry Lytle sings the hilarious “You Can’t Get a Man With 
a Gun” from the musical “Annie Get Your Gun,” winning the 
Senior Division Funniest act; and youngster Clay Sweet shows 
his singing skills.



Sonja Karp
NLJ Sports Editor

 
The void that was left 

when high school sports were 
cancelled last spring is about 
to be filled. The Coronavirus 
has wreaked havoc on pretty 
much every aspect of life in 
the last five months, and as 
the summer has progressed, 
big questions regarding what 
the fall would bring as far as 
school and sports have lingered 
over many people’s heads.

The Weston County 
School District #1 has made 
the determination to begin 
the 2020-2021 school year 
face-to-face with students 
in the classroom, and at the 
11th hour, the Wyoming High 
School Activities Association 
(WHSAA) announced last 
week they were giving the 
green light for schools to 
begin the fall sports seasons as 

scheduled.
As such, the Dogies will get 

started with preseason practice 
in less than two weeks. The 
football boys will be working 
hard at getting in shape, the 
volleyball girls will be working 
on their ball handling skills, 
the cross country team will 
be seen riding their bikes to 
the canyon as they prepare for 
their first meet, and the ladies 
will be diving into the pool.

While the coaches for each 
sport at NHS have expressed 
relief and excitement that their 
seasons are a go, there are still 
some questions regarding what 
those seasons will look like as 
contests get underway.

“It’s definitely going to 
look a little different, but let’s 
see what happens”, head foot-
ball coach Matt Conzelman 
exclaimed. “It’s very exciting 
now that the state has given 
us a go.”

The WHSAA board has 
had a busy few weeks as they 
hammered out the details of 
how to progress into the fall 
sports contests while abiding 
by health regulations and 
social distancing and cleanli-
ness protocols.

“For us, it’s been a little 
easier due to the nature of 
the sport,” cross country head 
coach Kathy Beehler began. 
“There’s not much of anything 
for physical contact and it’s 
outside so there may be a little 
less opportunity for transmis-
sion. It was great to finally get 
the green light from WHSAA.”

Some changes that will 
take place for football this 
year include sanitizing the ball 
throughout the game, players 
will need to mask up and 
social distance when not in 
play, the pregame conference 
is limited to officials and one 
team representative and there 

are to be no handshakes before 
or after the contest. 

“We’re taking precautions 
and working through some 
new procedures, probably a 
little bit over what the state 
is mandating,” Conzelman 
explained. “We’re going to 
try to get everyone in gloves 
because we think that might 
be a little easier to sanitize, 
and we’re also looking at face 
shields to cover the lower part 
of the face masks. We’ll also 
have gators that they can pull 
up over their faces when they 
aren’t playing.”

For cross country, the 
WHSAA is limiting meets 
to four teams if schools are 
large, or maybe a few more if 
the meet is made up of small 
schools. The contests will 
also have staggered starts and 
finishes to limit the number 
of athletes in one area at 
once, and they will also forgo 

handshakes between indi-
viduals. For Newcastle, that 
does present some challenges 
as many of their meets take 
place in South Dakota which 
does not have those limita-
tions in place.

“We could do virtual meets 
where we put our times up 
against people,” Beehler sug-
gested. “You are always racing 
yourself and the clock so we’re 
in a little better situation than 
other team sports.”

In the works right now is 
the possibility that Newcastle 
will host a couple of home 
meets this year when it usually 
just hosts the first of the year at 
Mallo. In order to make up for 
some of the lost South Dakota 
contests, the golf course has 
offered their venue in order to 
give the athletes the opportu-
nity to compete.

Alexis Barker
NLJ News Editor

The question everyone has asked 
since the beginning of the COVID-19 
pandemic in Wyoming began is this: 
Will schools be able to open regularly 
for the 2020-21 school year and will the 
students have to wear masks?

The answer for Weston County 
School District No. 1, according to 
Superintendent Brad LaCroix, is hope-
fully and occasionally. 

“We plan to start in Tier 1, but we 
have to have plans for all three tiers 

ready to go in case we get notified 
that we (the district) need to move into 
another category,” LaCroix said. 

Within the Tier 1 plan, students will 
need to wear a mask in listed locations, 
including hallways, buses and bath-
rooms between classes. 

“I would like to provide as much 
clarity as possible regarding the dis-
trict’s position on social distancing and 
the wearing of masks if we are indeed 
able to fully open under a Tier 1 plan 
this month,” LaCroix said in a letter to 
district staff. 

In the letter, teachers and staff are 

told to recognize when maintaining 
6 feet of social distancing is not pos-
sible, they ask that a mask be worn 
in those cases, realize that different 
health and mental stressors exist for 
different people, remember that masks 
don’t have to be worn at all times 
and to respect each other and their 
different beliefs. He adds that district 
staff need to understand that they have 
a responsibility to care for each other 
and themselves if the schools hope to 
return safely. 

Last week, the Wyoming 
High School Activities 
Association released 

information on the fast 
approaching fall sports 
seasons.

In their announcement, the 
WHSAA has made the deci-
sion to move forward with the 
fall seasons of football, volley-
ball, cross country and girl’s 
swimming, and I have to be 
honest and say that I am very 

happy to 
hear this 
news.

After 
losing out 
on the end 
of basket-
ball last 
spring, 
and 
having 
soccer 
and track 

cancelled altogether, I’ve been 
so hoping that the kids would 
be able to get back on the 
field/court this fall, but after 
watching professional and 
college sports also shut down, 
I have to admit that I was 
nervous.

Now that those nervous 
thoughts have been put to rest, 
I’m getting excited for what 
this 2020 season will bring, 
and as I look forward to sports 
getting underway in a few 
short weeks, I have turned to 
wondering what their competi-
tions are going to look like.

Will other schools in the 
conference also decide to 
get their seasons underway? 
Will fans be able to attend the 
games? 

The WHSAA has appar-
ently made comprehensive 
plans for several possible 
scenarios given the very dif-
ferent situations the fall sports 
present, and for sure there is a 
lot for them to consider. With 
practices beginning in less than 
two weeks, it was vital that 
they line out the regulations 
and expectations for each 
sport, but they have yet to 
make an official announcement 
regarding whether or not there 
can be fans in the stands to 
support the teams.

As Dogie football head 
coach Matt Conzelman said 
in an interview on Sunday, if 
it comes down to not being 
able to play if there are fans, 
but they can without, they will 
play without. However, he also 
admitted that the Dogie Nation 
in the stands are also the 
team’s 12th man, and they will 
miss them if they are not there 
to support them.

With the first competitions 

— See Schools, Page 10

“We have to have a better way 
to do the online stuff than how 
we ended the school year. The 
district will make plans with 
better ways of delivering the 
education that is maybe more 
‘user friendly’.”

— Brad LaCroix,
WCSD #1 Superintendent

“

Will there 
be fans?

— See Karpe, Page 10

— See Sports, Page 11
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Schools prepare for face-to-face learning

Jr. Rodeo

The 2020 Weston County Fair Jr. Rodeo took place on Saturday at the fairgrounds, with numerous events to let youth show off their skills and compete 
for awards. Callan Smith chases down his steer during the roping event on Saturday. 

NHS fall sports set to begin
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Learn more about Barbara and other Wyoming Cowboys at uwyo.edu/cowboys

Star Valley
Chief operating officer, Silver Star Communications

UW bachelor’s in business administration (2007), 
MBA (2016)

Star Valley
Barbara SessionsBarbara SessionsBarbara Sessions

“There are very few places in the country where you can receive such a high-quality 
education. As a young person, you have the ability to try out so many different classes to 
see where your interests lie. But UW is not just for young people -- there are ways to get 

your degree from home. The online programs are phenomenal.”

a little over four weeks away, the WHSAA has 
a bit of time to map out regulations regarding 
attendance at competitions, and I hope that there 
will be a way to at least allow parents/families 
the ability to watch their kids compete. 

I remember hating every time I had a kid 
who was participating in an event that I could 
not attend, so to have to miss an entire season 
would be excruciating. 

However, I also know that I would rather 
them have the ability to play without me than 
have to sit out without me there.

And in Newcastle, we are blessed with the 
technology to allow fans to watch the games 
on their computers via the awesome cameras 
installed in both the Dogie Dome and the 
middle school gyms, as well as the football field 

(which is a new camera expected to be installed 
prior to the first contest).

I expect that the WHSAA will allow specta-
tors into contests, but that there will be require-
ments and regulations for those who attend, 
including social distancing and mask wearing. 

My hope is that fans can be present and will 
comply with whatever requirements they meet 
at each contest. Though we may not like the 
idea of wearing masks, I guess I’d rather mask 
up and be able to cheer on our Dogies than be 
turned away because I don’t want to wear one.

The Coronavirus is here to stay and I 
fervently hope that we can avoid having to 
cancel sports again, so I know that I will do 
whatever is asked of me to make sure that the 
kids can play.

Karpe from Page 9  ..............................................................................................

Schools from Page 9  .......................................................................................

According to the July 1 
Smart Start guidance document 
from the Wyoming Department 
of Education, school districts 
across the state will be required 
to have three different plans 
submitted to the department for 
approval before the start of the 
new school year. 

Tier 1 is the goal for the dis-
trict, LaCroix said. This would 
entail face-to-face teaching, 
with precautions designed to 
prevent the spread of the coro-
navirus through students and 
staff. 

“We want to work with you 
all to make the return to school 
as comfortable as possible, so 
we can truly celebrate being 
reunited with our students and 
again experiencing the joy of 
helping them grow,” LaCroix 
said in the letter, adding that 
he would like them all to fill 
out a survey on what they think 
are the best options moving 
forward and any concerns.

“I am also asking all of you 
to embrace the opportunity we 
have to offer outdoor learning 
this fall. For the first six to 
eight weeks of school, the 
weather will be nice enough 
to move your classes outdoors 
on the majority of days to 
further limit the potential for 
COVID-19 transmission,” 

LaCroix said in the letter.  
Each school’s “expansive 

grounds” provide ample space 
for numerous outdoor learning 
pods, he said. LaCroix added 
that he hopes the community 
can rally together to secure 
canopies, tents and other cover-
ings to shelter students during 
outdoor learning. 

“In addition to offering a 
safer alternative, the chance to 
offer unique outdoor experi-
ences could provide a new and 
exciting learning opportunity 
for our students,” LaCroix said. 

In preparing for the pos-
sibility of a positive test or 
outbreak within the district, 
LaCroix said, the staff needs to 
be prepared to adjust throughout 
the different tiers. He noted that 
the students also need to be 
prepared for the possibility of 
either remote learning or a mix 
of remote and on-site learning. 

LaCroix asked the staff in 
the letter to prepare a plan out-
lining how to best accomplish 
those shifts from in-person to 
online learning, potentially on 
very short notice. 

According to LaCroix, the 
Tier 2 plan will address more of 
these potential health and safety 
protocols, with plans for small 
groups and potential mixed-
delivery education. 

“This plan will be for if the 
health officials say we cannot be 
in large groups at any building, 
whether it is 250 or 500 in a 
school,” LaCroix said. 

Tier 3, which each district 
must also prepare for, is the 
one that no one wants to use, 
according to LaCroix. Tier 3 is 
the plan for complete closure of 
schools and remote learning. 

“We have to have a better 
way to do the online stuff than 
how we ended the school year. 
The district will make plans with 
better ways of delivering the 
education that is maybe more 
‘user friendly’,” LaCroix said. 
“We hope we don’t have to go 
back to that. Everyone worked 
hard, and I applaud everyone 
involved. But, in my opinion, 
that is not what any of us signed 
up for and I don’t think we do 
it well … If that is what people 
wanted, they would have done 
online schooling before that.” 

Any patrons with questions 
or concerns are encouraged to 
email LaCroix at lacroixb@
wcsd1.org or give the district 
office a call at 746-4451. 

School is currently sched-
uled to begin Aug. 26. LaCroix 
said the district will do every-
thing possible to keep students, 
parents and staff informed as 
plans develop.

Harder than it looks

Photo by Alexis Barker/NLJ
John Sandrini helps Colby Rich secure his goat during the catch-a-goat event, held 
prior to the 2020 Youth Livestock Sale at the Weston County Fair Friday.

SPECIAL ELECTION 
SECTION

The News Letter Journal Election Section 
publishes next week, Aug. 13. 

DEADLINE FOR POLITICAL ADS IS 
FRIDAY, AUG. 7, AT 1 P.M.

CANDIDATES!
If your Q&A has not been returned to NLJ by 

Wednesday, Aug. 5, it will not be included
in the Election Section.



Put your 

brand 
on the

Weston County 

Fair!

ij

The News Letter Journal will again be offering local businesses the 
opportunity to put their brand on the Weston County Fair by sponsor-
ing an entire page of pictures and results in an annual special section that  
will be published in the NLJ following the 2020 Wyoming State Fair.

Each business will receive a 1/4 Page Ad (11.6” x 5”)
Call 307-746-2777 or email sales@newslj.com to reserve your ad!

Do you have a special occasion coming up that you 
would like to share with your community?

We can help get the word out!
We would like to extend a special rate to those wishing to 
put a birthday, anniversary, celebration of life, graduation 

party or other special occasion in our paper. We will gladly 
give you the space for $7.50 per column inch. That rate 

would make an ad this size cost you only $45. Call today!

Special “Happy Ad Rates”

Child must be born in 2016 or before to participate.

Starts Online July 24, Ends Aug. 7
system.gotsport.com/programs/95508490S?reg_role=player

SOCCER
FALL

REGISTRATION

Please call Morgan at 756-2888 
or Heather at 629-0149 with any 

questions.

Check out our FaceBook 
Page for more information! 

Player Fees = $55
Candy Deposit = $40
Jersey Deposit = $30

Who can I trust?
I just received a political flyer informing us of how Rep.  
Tyler Lindholm protects traditional marriage by voting against 
HB212/2017, which promoted gender-neutral language. He did, 
in November, in a room full of voters who were speaking against 
the legislation here in Sundance, Wyo. But, just nine months earli-
er as he sat amongst his peers in Cheyenne he not only  
supported the legislation as vice chairman of his committee but he 
also amended Page 3-line 12, “Strike ‘husband or wife’ and insert 
‘spouse.’” I want someone who is the same person in Cheyenne as 
they are in House District 1.
He claims to defend religious freedom by supporting HB83/2015. 
Just look at the bill, under amendments you’ll find his alteration 
before supporting it, “(c)Nothing in this act shall be construed to 
allow or authorize a government employee or official from refusing 
to perform any of the duties or responsibilities which are required 
of that person’s position or office, regardless of the person’s religious 
or moral objections.” LINDHOLM, SOMMERS. 
Apparently, if you want the freedom of religion and moral  
conscience you can’t be a government worker. The original sponsor 
of this bill withdrew his support and the Senate did not pass this
bill, after Representative Lindholm and Sommers amendment.  
It actually restricted one’s constitutional rights based on their  
employment! Where might that end? 
Unfortunately, the statements on this political flyer are deceptive.
I do not like playing detective. I want someone I can trust. Vote for 
Chip Neiman Aug. 18th. Please research these truths for yourself 
on wyoleg.gov.

— Sherri Davis

This ad paid for by Sherri Davis

Photos by Alexis Barker/NLJ

Jr. Livestock Sale

Olivia Mills, top, got her sheep all dressed 
up and ready to cheer with her in the sale 
ring at the 2020 Youth Livestock Sale at the 
Weston County Fair Friday. Above, Christopher 
Fullerton shows off one of his Grand Champion 
chickens. Below, Ridge Checketts attempts 
to drag his beef through the sale ring. At left, 
Vincent Stanton shows off his well-groomed 
beef that is going to represent Weston County 
at the 2020 Wyoming State Fair.
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“The golf course has been so supportive 
and has generously offered to allow us to 
host meets. The board understands that this 
is a difficult time and they are doing every-
thing they can to help us be successful,” 
Beehler beamed. “Our town has always 
been really good about pulling together to 
help each other out and I am so thankful 
that we have the community members that 
will go above and beyond to do whatever 
they can to help. It really warms my heart 
that when things get overwhelming, people 
just want to help.” 

Volleyball and girls swimming will also 
be seeing some changes to the status quo as 
they get ready to begin their seasons. 

A few of the requirements that will be 
of consequence for swimmers will be that 
warmups will likely be extended to allow 
for one swimmer per lane, relay teams must 
social distance between legs of the relay, 
and lane assignments will be given based 

on teams rather than times. Home teams 
will swim in lanes 1-3 and visitors in lanes 
4-6, and no hand shakes between teams. 

Keeley Anderson is taking over as head 
coach of the Lady Dogies after former 
head coach Jenny Willard relocated from 
Newcastle, and in her first year will be 
facing a new frontier in volleyball. 

Like other sports, there will be some 
changes this season which include teams 
not switching sides throughout the contest 
and there will be no pre contest meeting 
with a coin toss. In lieu of that, the visiting 
team will get first serve and then the serve 
will alternate as per usual. If it comes to a 
deciding set, officials and one team captain 
will meet at center court and will maintain 
social distancing protocol, and no pregame 
or postgame handshakes are allowed. 

“I’m glad we get to have the season, 
because I know the girls were worried,” 
Anderson admitted. “We’re going to have 

some different things this year, but just 
having a season is exciting. All the other 
stuff is just what we have to do to get to 
play.”

Like cross country, scheduling is a 
little up in the air for the netters as the big 
tournaments will not be held this year. The 
Lady Dogies typically attend tournaments 
the first three weeks of the season, but since 
those are no longer an option, Anderson is 
hoping to see some duals scheduled to give 
her team the chance to compete.

On Tuesday, NHS activities director 
Mike Gregory attended a scheduling 
meeting in Casper and stated that he would 
have revised schedules ready by the begin-
ning of next week.

Though there remains quite a bit that 
is unknown, and everyone is aware that 
situations may change quickly as the year 
progresses, all involved are excited to get 
to work on Aug. 17.

Sports from Page 1 ..................................................................................................................................................



BACK TO SCHOOL

ACROSS
1. *Egg-like curve in math class
5. a.k.a. stand-up paddleboard
8. Not in good health
11. Flick part
12. *Roll ____
13. Aerosol can emanation
15. On the mountain peak, e.g.
16. Arm bone
17. Grind down
18. *Proud jacket owner
20. Trident part
21. “Walking ____ ____”
22. Blazer or Explorer
23. Unit of money in Norway, 
pl.
26. Semiconductor additives
30. Farm layer
31. Agave alcoholic drink
34. Amos or Spelling
35. Analyze
37. Geisha’s sash
38. South Korean metropolis
39. Capital of Ukraine
40. T.S. Eliot’s “Old ____’s 
Book of Practical Cats”
42. Get firm
43. Temporary
45. Table linens
47. Where bugs are snug?
48. Nostradamus and such
50. Type of rich soil
52. *Where one graduated
56. Boatload
57. *Chemistry classrooms
58. Lake in Scotland
59. Arabian chieftain
60. Corset rod
61. Encore!
62. Former Chinese leader
63. “____ the ramparts...”
64. Arctic jaeger

DOWN
1. *Type of spoken test
2. *Class president candidate 
wants it
3. Loads, two words
4. Greek money
5. Game ragout
6. Of #16 Across
7. Architect’s drawing
8. Used to eliminate wrinkles
9. Serve soup, e.g.
10. Sodium solution
12. Arrow poison
13. Establish, two words
14. *As opposed to public
19. Hostile force
22. “La” precursor
23. Shade of Dockers
24. Pine juice
25. Beginning of illness
26. *Valedictorian’s spot
27. Gallows’ rope
28. Comparative form of “true”
29. Muddy or sandy
32. *2020 classroom venue?
33. NCIS network
36. *GPA, technically
38. Ingratiating behavior
40. George Orwell’s Napoleon
41. On pins and needles
44. Grapevine news
46. Part of Old Testament
48. *Olden day notebook
49. Imprison
50. Dharma teacher
51. Three-layer cookie
52. “The Sun ____ Rises”
53. Pippin’s last name, “The 
Hobbit”
54. Boring hue?
55. Actress Perlman
56. Eric Stonestreet on 
“Modern Family”

Fun and Games

Weather
Vane

Last week’s answers

DATE HI LO Precip 
S-26 84   59 
M-27 91   63 
T-28 88   66 
W-29 70   64 
T-30 81   63    
F-31 91   64     
S-01 82   61 

“Advertising is totally 
unnecessary. Unless you 
hope to make money.”

– Jef  I. Richards

— Invest in your business —

14 W. Main Street • 746-2777 2208 W. Main Street • 746-4433
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NOTICE OF FINAL SETTLEMENT WITH 
CONTRACTOR ON PUBLIC WORKS

All creditors and other interested parties take 
notice that the State of Wyoming, Wyoming 
Game and Fish Commission, has accepted as 
completed according to the plans and specifica-
tions and rules set forth in the contract therefore, 
the following work project:

The project is the new construction of the 
Newcastle Game Warden Station, G&F Engr. No. 
05.26.03 located on Musser Rd, approximately 
1 mile north of Newcastle, Wyoming, in Weston 
County, Wyoming, by

Powder River Construction, Inc., 4001 E. 
Collins Road, Gillette, WY  82718.

   
Upon the forty-first (41st ) day after the first 

publication of this notice, which day is the 8th 
day of September, 2020, the State of Wyoming, 
Wyoming Game and Fish  Commission will pay 
to the contractor the full amount due under the 
contract.

STATE OF WYOMING
WYOMING GAME AND FISH COMMISSION
By  Loren A. Woodin, P.E.
Chief Engineer
Wyoming Game and Fish Commission

(PUBLISH:  July 30 and August 6 and 13, 
2020) 

Revision 12-2016
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STATE OF WYOMING
IN THE DISTRICT COURT

COUNTY OF WESTON
SIXTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

Civil Action Case No. CV - 2030
Plantiff/Petitioner: Casey Smith
vs.
Defendant/Respondent: Tanya Louis Black

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION
Notice to Tanya Louis Black, Defendant/
Respondent
Defendant/Respondent’s Most Recently 

Known Address
228 Emery St. Longmont, CO
You are notified that a Petition to Establish 

Custody and Support, Motion to Complete 
Verified Financial Statement and Order to 
Complete Verified Financial Statement CV-2030, 
has been filed in the Wyoming District Court for 
the Sixth Judicial District, whose address is 1 
West Main, Newcastle, WY 82701, seeking to 
determine custody of K.E.B., born September 
9, 2016. Unless you file an Answer or otherwise 
respond to this Petition to Establish Paternity, 
Child Custody and Support with the Court and 
the Petitioner’s attorney, Christoper R. Ringer, 
whose address is 319 South Gillette Ave., Suite 
272, Gillette, WY. 82716, within 30 days following 
the last date of publication of this notice, a 
Default Judgment will be taken against you and 
custody will be awarded to the Petitioner. 

Dated this 20 day of July, 2020
by Clerk of Court: Tina Cote
Clerk of District Court

(Publish July 30 and August 6, 13 and 20, 
2020)

VISIT THE 
NEWS LETTER JOURNAL 

ONLINE AT WWW.NEWSLJ.COM
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CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION DETERMINATION
FOR THE CITY OF NEWCASTLE – WELL 

HOUSE #5 AND WATER SUPPLY SYSTEM,
WESTON COUNTY, WYOMING

The Department of Environmental Quality/
Water Quality Division (DEQ) has conducted 
a review of the proposed City of Newcastle 
Well House #5 and Water Supply System 
project in accordance with EPA and State of 
Wyoming procedures for implementing the 
State Environmental Review Process. DEQ 
has determined that this project is eligible for 
a categorical exclusion. Accordingly, DEQ is 
exempting the project from further substantive 
environmental review requirements under the 
State Environmental Review Process.  Neither 
an Environmental Assessment/Finding of No 
Significant Impact nor an Environmental Impact 
Statement/Record of Decision will be required 
for the proposed action. The following is a brief 
description of the situation and the proposed 
action and a brief statement of how the action 
meets the criteria for a categorical exclusion.

This project will tie the recently drilled 
Newcastle No. 5 Well into the existing Newcastle 
well collection system. Groundwater from the 
No. 5 well will flow under artesian pressure to 
the existing pump station to be distributed to 
the users in Newcastle and/or to their storage 
facilities.  Additionally, two existing old Transite 
collection lines from the No. 1 Well and No. 4 
Well will be abandoned in place and replaced 
with PVC pipe.  By combining the flows from 
No. 5 Well and No. 4 Well, the City will be able 
to match to production from No. 1 Well, allowing 
it to be taken off line for a significant period of 
time. Based on current estimates, the City of 
Newcastle plans to borrow $705,680 from the 

Wyoming Drinking Water State Revolving Loan 
Fund at 2.5% Interest for 30 years or a payment 
of $16,857.80 per year for 30 years. The expense 
of repayment of the loan was already figured into 
the current Water rates.  

The City of Newcastle is aware of and accepts 
the fact that they will be responsible for any 
required mitigative actions associated with and 
including storm water runoff, erosion control, 
archeological/historic artifacts, and air quality 
concerns.  These will be part of the standard 
State Revolving Funds Program contract condi-
tions.

DEQ is granting an exclusion because the 
project consists of a minor expansion to an 
existing system near existing infrastructure 
and the project involves minor construction of 
ancillary facilities adjacent to and within existing 
facilities and on the same property. This project 
will be completely constructed in previously 
disturbed ground, specifically the No. 5 well site 
area, the existing access road to the No. 5 Well 
and the existing City Streets and Water Utilities 
yard area. DEQ has determined that exempting 
the proposed project from further review under 
the State Environmental Review Process will 
not result in adverse impacts to the population 
or the area of Newcastle and Weston County, 
Wyoming.

The documentation to support this decision 
will be on file in the DEQ Cheyenne Office and 
is available for public scrutiny upon request.  
Comments concerning this decision may be 
addressed to Stan Miller, SRF Project Engineer, 
DEQ Cheyenne Office, 200 W. 17th Street, 
Cheyenne, WY 82002, telephone (307) 777-
5973, email stanley.miller@wyo.gov

(Publish July 30 and August 6, 2020)
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PUBLIC NOTICE 
SWEETWATER IMPROVEMENT & SERVICE 

DISTRICT

Notice is hereby given that the regular monthly 
meeting for Sweetwater Improvement & Service 
District has been changed to Tuesday, August 
11 at 6 p.m.  The meeting will be held at 92 
Breakneck Road.

(Publish August 6, 2020)
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DEADLINE FOR LEGALS IS FRIDAY 



FIND EVERY PUBLIC NOTICE  
PUBLISHED IN WYOMING. 
THEY CAN BE VIEWED AT 

WWW.WYOPUBLICNOTICES.COM
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FORECLOSURE SALE NOTICE

WHEREAS, default in the payment of 
principal and interest has occurred under 
the terms of a promissory note (the “Note”) 
dated 07/31/2014 executed and delivered by 
George R. Locke to Quicken Loans Inc. and a 
real estate mortgage (the “Mortgage”) of the 
same date securing the Note, which Mortgage 
was executed and delivered by George R. 
Locke, an unmarried man (the “Mortgagors”), 
to Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, 
Inc., as nominee for Quicken Loans Inc., and 
which Mortgage was recorded on 08/14/2014, 
as Instrument No. 753772 Book: 353 Page: 
0703 in the records of the office of the County 
Clerk and ex-officio Register of Deeds in and 
for Weston County, State of Wyoming; and 

WHEREAS, the mortgage was assigned for 
value as follows:  

Assignee: Quicken Loans Inc.
Assignment dated: 03/18/2020
Assignment recorded: 03/24/2020
Assignment recording information: 

Instrument No. 767568 Book: 390 Page: 109
All in the records of the County clerk and 

ex-officio Register of Deeds in and for Weston 
County, Wyoming. 

WHEREAS, the Mortgage contains a power 
of sale which by reason of said default, the 
Mortgagee declares to have become operative, 
and no suit or proceeding has been instituted 
at law to recover the debt secured by the 
Mortgage, or any part there-of, nor has any 
such suit or proceeding been instituted and the 
same discontinued; and

WHEREAS, written notice of intent to 
foreclose the Mortgage by advertisement and 
sale has been served upon the record owner 
and the party in possession of the mortgaged 
premises at least ten (10) days prior to the 
commencement of this publication, and the 
amount due upon the Mortgage on the date of 
first publication of this notice of sale being the 
total sum of $68,329.18 which sum consists of 
the unpaid principal balance of $65,181.84 plus 
Interest accrued to the date of the first publica-
tion of this notice in the amount of $2,138.76 
plus attorneys’ fees, costs expended, and 
accruing interest and late charges after the 

date of first publication of this notice of sale; 
WHEREAS, the property being foreclosed 

upon may be subject to other liens and 
encumbrances that will not be extinguished 
at the sale. Any prospective purchaser should 
research the status of title before submitting a 
bid;

NOW, THEREFORE Quicken Loans, LLC, 
as the Mortgagee, will have the Mortgage 
foreclosed as by law provided by causing the 
mortgaged property to be sold at public venue 
by the Sheriff or Deputy Sheriff in and for 
Weston County, Wyoming to the highest bidder 
for cash at 10:00 AM o’clock in the forenoon 
on 09/01/2020 at the  located at Weston 
County Courthouse, 1 West Main, Newcastle, 
Wyoming, Weston County for application on 
the above-described amounts secured by the 
Mortgage, said mortgaged property being 
described as follows, to-wit: 

THE LAND REFERRED TO HEREIN BELOW 
IS SITUATED IN THE COUNTY OF WESTON, 
STATE OF Wyoming, AND IS DESCRIBED AS 
FOLLOWS: 

THE SOUTH 75 FEET OF LOT 24 OF THE 
SUBDIVISION OF LOT 10 OF THE NE1/4NE1/4 
OF SECTION 35, TOWNSHIP 48 NORTH, 
RANGE 65 WEST, SOMETIMES KNOWN AS 
OGDEN’S RESERVATION TO THE TOWN OF 
UPTON, WESTON COUNTY, WYOMING.

With an address of: 1164 E. St. Upton, WY 
82730.

Together with all improvements thereon 
situate and all fixtures and appurtenances 
thereto.  

07-12-2020
Date 
Brian G. Sayer 
C. Morgan Lasley
Marcello G. Rojas
The Sayer Law Group, P.C.
925 E. 4th St.
Waterloo, Iowa 50703
319-234-2530
319-232-6341

(Publish: July 23 and 30, August 6 and 13, 
2020)
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PRICING PROGRAM
PUBLIC RELEASE FOR FREE AND REDUCED MEALS
WESTON COUNTY CHILDREN'S CENTER/REGION III

JULY, 2020

The Weston County Children's Center/Region III announces its participation in the Child and Adult 
Care Food Program, which provides reimbursement for nutritious meals and snacks served to young 
children in child care centers and head start programs. The goals of the CACFP are to teach good 
eating habits and assure that well-balanced, nourishing meals are served to children. The same 
meals will be made available to all enrolled children at no separate charge regardless of race, color, 
national origin, gender, age, or disability, and there is no discrimination in the course of the meal ser-
vice.

Following are the Income Eligibility Guidelines, which are to determine if participants qualify for 
reimbursement. These guidelines are in effect from July 1, 2020 through June 30, 2021.

INCOME ELIGIBILITY GUIDELINES
(Effective from July 1, 2020 to June 30, 2021)

If a household member becomes unemployed or if the household size increases, the household 
should contact the school. The household may now be eligible for benefits if the household’s income 
is at or below the levels shown.

The information provided by the household is confidential and will be used only for purposes of 
determining eligibility and verifying data unless specific written consent is given.

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights 
regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions partici-
pating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, 
national origin, sex, disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any program 
or activity conducted or funded by USDA. Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of 
communication for program information (e.g. Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, 
etc.), should contact the Agency (State or local) where they applied for benefits. Individuals who 
are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay 
Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages 
other than English. To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program 
Discrimination Complaint Form, (AD-3027) found online at: http:// www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_fil-
ing_cust.html, and at any USDA office, or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the let-
ter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 
632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: 1) Mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 1400 Independence Avenue, SW Washington, D.C. 
20250-9410; 2) Fax: (202) 690-7442; or 3) Email: program.intake@usda.gov.This institution is an 
equal opportunity provider.

(Publish August 6, 2020)
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BLACK HILLS ENERGY 
PUBLIC NOTICE 

Pursuant to the Wyoming Administrative 
Procedure Act and the Wyoming Public Service 
Commission’s (Commission) Rules, notice is 
hereby given of the Application of Black Hills 
Wyoming Gas, LLC d/b/a Black Hills Energy 
(Black Hills or the Company) for approval of its 
Energy Efficiency Programs, Tariff, and Cost 
Recovery Mechanism.

Black Hills is a public utility as defined in 
Wyo. Stat. § 37-1-101(a)(vi)(C), subject to the 
Commission’s jurisdiction pursuant to Wyo. Stat. 
§ 37-2-112.

Black Hills filed its Application on June 25, 
2020, requesting approval of Energy Efficiency 
Programs, Tariff, and a Cost Recovery 
Mechanism. The Application was filed pursuant 
to the general rate cast in Docket No. 30026-2-
GR-19 (Record No. 15267) and sections of BH 
Wyoming Gas P.S.C. Tariff No. 2, Original Sheet 
Nos. 30 through 30.8.

Anyone desiring to file a public comment, 
statement, intervention petition, protest or 
request for a public hearing in this matter must 
file with the Commission in writing on or before 
August 19, 2020. Any intervention request filed 
with the Commission shall set forth the grounds 
of the proposed intervention or request for 
hearing as well as the position and the interest 
of the petitioner in this proceeding.

If you wish to intervene in this matter or 
request a public hearing which you will attend 
and you require reasonable accommodation for 
a disability, call the Commission at (307) 777-
7427 or write to the Commission, 2515 Warren 
Avenue, Suite 300, Cheyenne, Wyoming 82002. 
Communications-impaired persons may contact 
the Commission through Wyoming Relay at 711. 
Please mention Docket No. 30026-27-GT-20 
(Record No. 15549) in your communications.

Dated: July 29, 2020

(Publish August 6 and 13, 2020)
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      DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
QUALITY, DIVISION OF AIR QUALITY 

PUBLIC NOTICE:  

In accordance with Chapter 6, Section 
2(m) of the Wyoming Air Quality Standards 
and Regulations, notice is hereby given 
that the State of Wyoming, Department of 
Environmental Quality, Division of Air Quality, 
proposes to approve a request by Wyoming 
Refining Company to modify the Newcastle 
Refinery with the authorization to bring in rail-
cars of crude oil and off-load the oil into tank 
trucks for transfer into the refinery’s main crude 
oil tank (Tank 102/TNK013).  The Newcastle 
Refinery is located at 740 West Main in 
Newcastle, in Weston County, Wyoming.

      For the duration of the public comment 
period, the permit application, the agency’s 
analysis, and the public notice are available for 
public inspection online at https://openair.wyo.
gov, utilizing facility ID F000980 and permit 
number P0027796 under permits.  Additionally, 
during the state of emergency declared by 
Governor Gordon on March 13, 2020, if you 
have questions about or need assistance 
accessing the materials, please contact 
Nancy Vehr, Air Quality Division Administrator, 

Department of Environmental Quality, 200 West 
17th St., Cheyenne, Wyoming 82002, by fax at 
307-635-1784, via phone at 307-777-3746, or 
via email at Nancy.vehr1@wyo.gov. In accor-
dance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, 
special assistance or alternate formats will be 
made available upon request for individuals with 
disabilities.

      Written comments may be directed to 
Nancy Vehr, Administrator, Division of Air 
Quality, Department of Environmental Quality, 
200 West 17th St., Cheyenne, Wyoming 82002 
or by fax (307) 635-1784.  Please reference 
A0010721 in your comment.  Comments 
submitted by email will not be included in the 
administrative record.  All comments received 
by 5:00 p.m., Tuesday, September 8, 2020 will 
be considered in the final determination on this 
application.  A public hearing will be conducted 
only if in the opinion of the administrator suf-
ficient interest is generated or if an aggrieved 
party so requests.  For the duration of the state 
of emergency declared by Governor Gordon on 
March 13, 2020, public hearings will be con-
ducted telephonically. Para español, visite deq.
wyoming.gov.

      
(Publish August 6, 2020)
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NOTICE OF HEARING ON VARIANCE 
REQUEST

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that Amanda 
Bench has requested a variance with the City 
of Newcastle Planning and Zoning Board of 
Adjustment.  Ms. Bench requests a variance to 
allow for signage to be placed upon the addresses 
of 510 S. Seneca, Newcastle, Wyoming and 514 
S. Seneca, Newcastle, Wyoming for the purposes 
of operating an overnight lodging establishment.  
Pursuant to the Zoning Ordinance of the City of 
Newcastle, Wyoming, the requested signage is 
generally not permitted at these zoning addresses, 
as they are located in an R-2 Zoning District.  

ALSO TAKE NOTICE that a hearing on the 
requested variance will occur on August 13, 2020 
at 5:30 p.m. in front of the City of Newcastle, 
Wyoming Planning and Zoning Board of 
Adjustment at the City of Newcastle, Wyoming City 
Chambers, located at 10 W. Warwick, Newcastle, 
Wyoming 82701.

DATED this 3rd day of August, 2020.
Michael Moore
City of Newcastle, Wyoming Engineer
10 W. Warwick
Newcastle, Wyoming 82701

(Publish August 6, 2020) 

July 26
Welfare Check Requested. Traffic Complaint. 

Suspicious Activity Reported. Probation 
Violation, Arrest Made. Fire Alarm Reported. 
Report of a Dog at Large, 
Verbal Warning Issued. 
Traffic Stop, Written 
Warning Issued. Injured 
Deer Reported. Open 
Container Reported. 

July 27
Injured Deer Reported. 

VIN Inspection 
Requested. VIN 
Inspection Requested. 
Civil Issue Reported. VIN 
Inspection Requested. 
Suspicious Activity 
Reported. Missing Animal 
Reported. Traffic Stop, 
Written Warning Issued. 
Traffic Stop, Written 
Warning Issued. VIN 
Inspection Requested. 911 
Misdial. Traffic Stop, Written Warning Issued. 
Hit and Run Accident REported. 

July 28
Welfare Check Requested. Commercial 

Burglar Alarm Reported. VIN Inspection 
Requested. Traffic Stop, Written Warning 
Issued. Dead Deer on Highway Reported. 
Welfare Check Requested. 911 Misdial. Report 
of a Dog at Large. VIN Inspection Requested. 
Warrant Arrest Made. Child Neglect Reported. 
Abandoned 911. Traffic Complaint. Traffic Stop, 
Written Warning Issued. Traffic Stop, Written 
Warning Issued. 911 Misdial. 

July 29
Civil Issue Reported. Assist Other Agency. 

Police Blotter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Report of a Missing Dog, Report of a Found 
Dog. Child Neglect Reported. Traffic Stop, 
Written Warning Issued. Traffic Stop, Written 
Warning Issued. VIN Inspection Requested. 

Traffic Stop, Written Warning Issued. 
Traffic Stop, Written Warning Issued. 
Assist Other Agency. Traffic Stop, 
Citation Issued. 

July 30
Suspicious Activity Reported. 

Suspended Driver Reported. 
Commercial Burglar Alarm Reported. 
VIN Inspection Requested. Minor 
Vehicle Accident Reported. VIN 
Inspection Requested. Traffic Stop, 
Citation Issued. Motorist Assist. Public 
Assist Requested. Traffic Stop, Written 
Warning Issued. 911 Misdial. 

July 31
Medical Assist. Suicidal Subject 

Reported. Theft Reported. VIN 
Inspection Requested. VIN Inspection 
Requested. Medical Assist. 911 Misdial. 
Traffic Stop, Written Warning Issued. 

Suspcious Person Reported. Drunk Driver 
Reported. Traffic Complaint Reported. Traffic 
Stop, Verbal Warning Issued. 

August 1
Commercial Burglar Alarm Reported. 

Feneral Escort Requested. Trespassing 
Reported. Report of a Dog at Large. Medical 
Assist. Assist Other Agency. Traffic Stop, 
Citation Issued. Report of Found Property. 
Traffic Stop, Written Warning Issued. Traffic 
Stop, Written Warning Issued. Residential 
Burglar Alarm Reported. Traffic Stop, Written 
Warning Issued. 911 Pocket Dial. Traffic 
Stop, Citation Issued. 911 Misdial. Suspicious 
Person Reported. 

Why
Newspapers?

Reason #563

“Because I’m looking for a job, 
not a debate about Nickleback”



Doell 
Rental

Storage Units in 
several sizes

746-5536
746-5332

Just West of 4-Way Stop at  US Hwys 85 & 16

• T-Shirts • Souvenirs • Gifts
• 3 Sizes of Storage Units

1226 Washington 
Newcastle WY

Gillette Full-Service Decorating Service
Phone: 307-686-5110

Fax: 307-686-7791
Toll-free: 877-686-5110

200 W. 2nd St.
Gillette WY 82716

twoguys@2guysdeco.com
2guysdeco.com

Wesco 
Gas

Locally Owned
Propane Bulk Delivery

Home • Ranch • Oilfield

Wesco Gas • P.O. Box 760
Newcastle WY 82701

307-746-4405

Upton, Wyoming
307-468-2702

Visit us online at
http://whiteconstruction.biz

Residential
Commercial

New and Remodel
Concrete

Culligan 
Water Conditioning

Richard D. Olstad

715 Jensen Hwy., P.O. Box 906
Hot Spring, SD 57747

605-745-3196

746-4279

DBM Storage

923 S. Summit

°  5x10  -  $25.00
°  10x20 - $55.00

Donny/Barb Munger
(307) 941-1010 or 

(307) 941-1570

STARDUST HOMES
Your Local Dealer for Family Built Homes

Land/Home Packages available. 
Formerly Magnolia Homes -  Modular built to IRC/UBC code. 

Same as a Stick Built.

11 Meadowview Lane • Newcastle • 746-4947 / 941-9998

Meet 
Someone 

NEW!
New people move in

every day, let them know 
you’re here & what you 

can do for them!
A d v e r t i s e  y o u r 
b u s i n e s s  i n  t h e

News Letter 
Journal

Lou’s Services

If it’s broke
we can fi x it

Trailer Repair
Aluminum Welding

Louis Doell, owner

746-5332

Josh Liggett
(307) 746-5165
Newcastle, WY

Electrical 
Contracting

39 Years of Certified Sales Experience

Rod Petranek
746-4475 or 866-328-7960
Evening Number 746-9622

43 Years of Certifi ed Sales Experience

Mark’s
Barber
& Style Shop

OLD SCHOOL BARBER SHOP

114 W. Hudson St.
Spearfi sh, SD 57783

(605) 642-8603

Great Haircuts & 
Great Prices

Expert at Long 
& Short

38 years 
Experience

Wayne’s 
Heating & 

A/C Service

(307) 746-5618
(307) 746-5637

For all your 
residential heating & 

air conditioning needs

Wayne Anderson

Licensed, Insured and Bonded

BEARLODGE ENGINEERING 
AND SURVEYING

Serving Northeast Wyoming 
Since 1978 

Now serving Weston County 
from our offi  ce located at 

216 W. Main Street 
Newcastle, 82701 
Ph: (307) 746-2828

Offi  ce hours 8:00 - 12:00
Tuesdays & Thursdays

Not FDIC Insured. Not Guaranteed by the Bank. Not Insured
by Any Federal Government Agency. May Go Down in Value. Not a Deposit

Joanna Akers, Agent
Brenda Kirsch, Agent 

24 N Sumner  .  307-746-3503  .  joannaa@burnsia.com
P.O. Box 910  .  brendak@burnsia.com

Newcastle, WY 82701.  www.fsbnewcastle.com

Master Plumber Brian Olson
307-746-2273 or 307-941-0372
Plumbing   •   Heating   •   Cooling

PITTMAN 
ELECTRIC, LLC
Residential, Commercial

& Industrial
Licensed

MSHA Trained/Certifi ed
Gary Pittman, Jr. 
Master Electrician

 & Owner

Offi ce: (307) 532-0106
24 hour emergency

(307) 575-3759

Mon-Wed 
5am to 3pm

Th-Fri 5am to 8pm
Sat 7am to 2pm

Mon-Wed 

West End
cof fee  & gr i l l

3319 W Main St,
Newcastle, WY
(307) 746-2958

HOWARD
WHITE CONSTRUCTION LLC

Sofi a Baeza • 307-629-0484
Carpet Cleaning • Water and Fire Damage Restoration

Commercial & Residential • Serving Northeast Wyoming

Licensed & InsuredDiscretion & Professionalism
Licensed & Insured

Sofia Baeza
307-629-0484
Carpet Cleaning

Water and Fire Damage 
Restoration

Commercial & Residential
Serving Northeast Wyoming

We have a 
hideout for 

your treasure!

(307) 746-8168

H
ole in the

Storage
5x10  10x10  10x20
RV Parking Sites

Wall
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Your One-Stop Shop for ALL 
Your Home Furnishings!

 Furniture • Mattresses • Carpet • Linoleum • Tile
Ceramic Tile • Hardwood Flooring • Karndean Flooring

Window Treatments • Lamps • Artwork

1600 W. Main, Newcastle 
307-746-3335

cltfl ooringandfurnishing.com

F R E E  E S T I M AT E S   •   P R O F E S S I O N A L  I N S T A L L AT I O N

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Responsive, professional, and timely
A Local Contractor Committed 

to Local Customers!

RICKS ELECTRIC
Rick Phillips, Owner
Residential  Industrial  Commercial
(307) 746-5239

Riggs Storage

941-1757 
• 9 sizes to choose from
• Over 100 units 
• Affordable rates
• Plenty of outside storage
• Secure, with light & fences
• E of Newcastle on Hwy. 16

P.O. Box 421
Newcastle, WY 82701
Glen & Barb Riggs owners

307-746-8081
307-746-5711
Andy Wolfe

wolferentalswy@gmail.com

*Long & Short Term Rentals*
*Storage Units*
*Camper Sites*

128 W. Main Street Suite G Newcastle, WY
cell: 307-746-8021 

office: 307-746-2276
email: zachary.rohde@1stcalll-locates.com

Website: 1stcall-Locates.com
zach rohde

Dot & Osha Certified, Locating Certified, Safeland

utility locating, hydrovac, mapping

You can’t predict the 
future, so plan for it.

Jeff Virchow, CFP®, AAMS
Financial Advisor

224 West Main Street
Newcastle, WY 82701
307-746-2667

Tablerock Services
307-629-0328

Tree Trimming
Gravel Delivery
Bobcat Services

Fully Insured

Like us on 
Facebook!

701 Washington Blvd
746-9191

Transfer a prescription to us and 
receive 20% off one OTC item!

Mason Kaiser
Owner/Operator
307.282.0019

kaiserunderground@outlook.com

EXCAVATION



CLASSIFIEDS

Classified 
Rates
Business Rate: $10.80 per week
for 4 lines (approximately 20 words); 
$2.50 per line thereafter.
Non-Commercial Rate: $5 per week
for 4 lines (approximately 20 words); 
15¢ each word thereafter
OR
Prepaid Cash Rate: 3 weeks/20 words/$10

How to place a 
classified 

advertisement:
News Letter Journal

PO Box 40 • Newcastle WY 82701
(307) 746-2777 • FAX (307) 746-2660

email: classifieds@newslj.com
Send Classifieds via email, in a Word/Text 

document, call, or drop at the office.

CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINE: FRIDAY AT 5 PM
Cards of Thanks & In Memorium: 

$8 up to 50 words; $15 up to 100 words

August 6, 2020

STORAGE SALE
10 Darwin

Acorn Storage, follow 
the sign to 10 Darwin, 
off of Old Hwy 85 and 
Dick Dr. Aug 7 & 8, 
9-4pm. Kitchen, living 
room, bedroom furniture, 
fiesta dishes, holiday 
decorations galore! For 
more information call 
746-2824. 

NOW OPEN
2nd Time Shop

2nd Time Shop or the 
Tuesday store will 
reopen beginning Tues, 
Aug 11. Hours are 10am-
3pm. Due to small space 
& COVID requirements, 
please wear a mask.

NOW HIRING
Bookkeeper/Secretary
Part-time, flexible 
schedule, 5-15 hours a 
week. Must know how 
to use Quickbooks, 

senior center family 
room.

Veterans
Veterans Outreach 
and Advocacy 
Program (Wyoming 
Dept Health/BHD) 
Operation Enduring 
F reedom/Opera t ion 
Iraqi Freedom eligible. 
For assistance, call 
307-630-3230.

Helping Hands 
Foundation

In need of assistance? 
Contact the Helping 
Hands Foundation of 
Weston County. To 
apply, call Glenda at 
307-468-2316 or Carol 
at 746-2298.

TOPS
TOPS meets at three 
Newcastle locations 
each week: Tuesday at 
4 p.m. at First United 
Methodist Church, 

Facebook  and rental 
knowledge. Must be able 
to multitask. Pay D.O.E. 
please call 307-746-
5935 or email 
rockymountainpropane 
@gmail.com. 

WANTED
FOOD/CRAFT 

VENDORS WANTED 
Vendors wanted for 
the Upton Chamber of 
Commerce’s Fall Festival 
to be held Saturday, 
Sept. 12 in the Upton 
City Park. Auto parts 
vendors also welcome. 
$25 booth fee. Call Mary 

call Joyce Brown at 
629-1033; Thursday 
at 8:15 at the Weston 
County Senior Services 
Center, call Grace Davis 
at 746-4531; and at 9 
am Thursdays at First 
Baptist Church, call 
Ellen Butts at 746-4251. 
All are welcome! 

WYCANS
Wyoming Press 
Association does not 
endorse and has not 
verified the legitimacy of 
these advertisers

Miscellaneous
Win $1,000! Take our 
survey at pulsepoll.
com and tell us about 
how your plans have 
changed. Your input will 

Bickett at 468-2446 for 
an application. 

FOR RENT
Three bedroom

Rental available Aug 1. 
Large 3 bedroom duplex 
in quiet location, w/d 
hookups. Call 746-3609. 

Short or long term
Several rentals avail-
able, short and long 
term, furnished and 
unfurnished. Please call 
746-8081 or 746-5711. 

Large apt
Large furnished apt 
includes utilities and 
washer/dryer. High 

help this paper help local 
businesses. Thank you!

Help Wanted
NORTHWEST AREA 
SCHOOLS in Isabel, 
SD is seeking applica-
tions for the following 
position: Health Science 
Instructor: South Dakota 
certification is required. 
Work-related experi-
ence may count toward 
certification. NWAS 
offers competitive salary, 
benefits, transporta-
tion and SD Retirement. 
Please contact Quinn 
Lenk, NWAS Director 
at 605-466-2206, or by 
email at: quinn.lenk@
k12.sd.us. Position is 
open until filled.

Town of Moorcroft is 
seeking a full-time 
public works operator. 
Licensed in wastewater/
water preferred. See 
townofmoorcroft.com 

speed internet is avail-
able. Call 941-0229. 

FOR SALE OR 
RENT

Mobile Home
2007 3 bed, 2 bath 
mobile home in excellent 
condition. New carpet 
& flooring. Asking only 
$25,000. Call 307-941-
2037, if no answer 
please leave a message. 

For sale by owner
4 or 5 bed/2 bath home 
on 2 lots, fenced back 
yard, double car garage, 
all appliances. “Fixer-
upper”. Call 941-9998 

COMMUNITY
AA Meeting

AA has resumed their 
meetings, Mondays and 
Thursdays, 7pm, WC 

for more job details. 
307-756-3526 for more 
info.

Notice
BE INFORMED! View 
public notices printed 
in Wyoming’s newspa-
pers FREE ONLINE at 
wyopublicnotices.com. 
Government meetings, 
hearings, spending, 
bids, taxes, estates, 
foreclosures and more!
Professional Services

YOU CAN SAY A LOT 
IN 25 WORDS! REACH 
THOUSANDS OF 
READERS with a single 
classified ad when it 
is placed in WYCAN 
(Wyoming Classified 
Ad Network). Sell, buy, 
promote your services 
- only $150 FOR 25 
WORDS. Contact this 
newspaper or the WPA 
(307.635.3905) for 
details.

Visit newslj.com

  Games to play!

The City of Newcastle is looking for summer 
help. Applicants must be 18 years of age 
and have a current valid Wyoming Drivers 
License. Salary will be DOE with minimum 
starting salary of $8.50/Hr. You may pick up 
applications at City Hall.

Summer Help Wanted

Use local 
pick-up or 
delivery!

Employment Applications can be found on our website
or picked up at the hospital front desk.

Fax completed applications/resume packets to 307-746-3726,
or email CTurner@wchs-wy.org.

WCHS performs post offer,
pre-employment drug screening. EOE. 

Weston County Health Services is currently accepting
applications for the following positions.

Please see our website at  www.wchs-wy.org 
for more details.

Position Status
Long-Term Care Director  .......................................... FT
Physical Therapist  .................................................... FT
Transportation C.N.A. – Manor ................................ PRN
C.N.A. – Home Health  ............................................ PRN
C.N.A. – Manor  ............................................ FT/PT/PRN
Nutrition Support Aide – Dietary  .......................  PT/PRN
Dietary Aide – Dietary  ............................................. PRN
Radiology Tech, ARRT – Radiology ...........................  FT
Environmental Services – Hospital  ............................  FT
Pharmacy Tech  ......................................................... FT

WESTON COUNTY
HEALTH SERVICES

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES!

Are you looking 
for any diff erent 

types of hay?

Call Gene,
308-631-5574

WCSD # 1 Special Education Administrative 
Assistant, Federal Grant Bookkeeper, and 

Professional Development Travel Coordinator 
Position

Weston County School District # 1 is seeking a Special Edu-
cation Administrative Assistant and Federal Grant bookkeep-
er. This is a 12 month position. Wage: $16.71hr. Experience is 
preferred; other qualifications include, but are not limited to:
-Manages District Special Education office
-Provides general secretarial services to the Special Education 
Department
-Performs all bookkeeping duties for the federal grants and 
works closely with the federal grant managers.
-Works closely with the district business office
-Excellent bookkeeping skills preferred
-Coordinates all professional development travel for staff
-Looking to add a positive team member

Please include letter of interest, resume, and complet-
ed application to the Administration Building at 116 

Casper Ave. For questions call (307)746-4451. 
Position opened until filled. EOE

PROPANE DELIVERED

Rocky Mountain Propane
Mike Smith • (307) 949-0765

Please call for pricing

TANK SALES & RENTAL

Sunrise Storage
12’ x 24' - $75/mo
10’ x 20’ - $50/mo
10’ x 10’ - $25/mo

Call (307) 746-8815

New Units 
& Discounted 
Rent Prices

Can you guess 
what the bigger picture is?

Answers:
 Guess: gummy bear.
 unscramble: national root beer float day$econds$econdsHigh Quality Consignments$$$$$

Tues–Fri 10AM–6PM, Sat 10AM-2PM
212 W. Main Street, Newcastle

307-746-2955 

check us out!Check us out!

Unscramble the letters for each word!

Find a way to celebrate!

ALAOTINN    
OOTR    REBE    TLAFO    YDA
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Thank You

Weston County Friends of the Fair, Wyoming Refi nery, Jason Whitney Ranch 
(Mutton Busters), Pinnacle Bank, St. Onge Livestock,  Antler’s Café/Pizza Barn (Pam 
Gualtieri), Woody’s Food Center (Kelly Wood), Short Stop, Farm Credit Services 
of America, Newcastle Motors, Delane Haynes Trucking, R Spade Buckers/Hang & 
Rattle Buckers, Scott Peterson Motors, Wade Regan Trucking, Croell Redi Mix, 
Grossenburg Implement, Northeast Wyoming Feeds (Alvaro Baeza), Upton Co-op, 
FirsTier Bank Wyoming, Cambria Supply, Bryan & Cary Colvard, Voelkers Auto Body 
& Glass, First State Bank of Newcastle, Cowboy Bar, Arrow Services, Scott Sewell, 
Dr. W.M. Franz,  Tim Sewell, Rancher’s Feed & Supply, Decker’s Market, Joe’s Food 
Center, Sunset Amigos, Willow Brook Nursery, Three J Rentals, Best Auto Body, ADI 
Insurance, Arnold Realty, Frontier Home, Ranch & Hardware, Bomgaars of Newcas-
tle, Runnings of Belle Fourche, Loaf & Jug, VFW Post 2516.

1 2

Weston County Mini Roughstock Rodeo Association, the community 
and all the little cowboys & cowgirls want to thank all of the Sponsor/

Partners who so generously contributed to the 2020 Weston County Youth 
Mini Roughstock Rodeo’s success during the Weston County Fair. Please 
patronize and tell them thank you to show your appreciation.

GOD BLESS EVERY ONE OF YOU.

We also wish to thank each and every one who so generously 
volunteered during the rodeo to ensure the events success.

We can’t name everyone, but you know who you are.    

ROUND UP PHOTOGRAPHY

Dr. Willis 
M. Franz 

will be 100 
years old on 

Aug. 14, 2020
Celebration gathering 

to be held later

Dr. Willis Franz

HAPPY 100!

Zoning and Planning Board Vacancy
The City of Newcastle Planning and Zoning Board has a vacan-
cy for (1) One Board Member for a (3) three-year term. Board 
member must be a resident of the city of Newcastle and be 
available for monthly meetings, special meetings and public 
hearings as may be necessary. Interested persons may stop 
into City Hall at 10 W Warwick for an application and submit it 
to the Mayor’s Office, at 10 W Warwick, Newcastle, WY 82701 

Scholarship to wear a mask not the right direction
I am alarmed at the free 

college rhetoric that hit 
the Wyoming news cycle 

over the past week. I know our 
post-secondary institutions are 
concerned about enrollment 
being down this fall and the 
financial hardship that will 
cause. But dangling the offer 
of free college with federal 
CARES money is not the right 
message or strategy for that 
money or our state. It is all too 
easy in contemporary politics 
for politicians to offer free 
everything, we can do better 
than that in Wyoming. 

A draft bill, proposed by 
Speaker Harshman, and sup-
ported by minority leaders 
Rothfuss and Connolly, origi-
nally carved out $116 million 
in scholarships for Wyoming’s 

college students if they 
certify they will wear a “face 
covering” and wash or sani-
tize “hands” and “surfaces” 
“frequently.” Scholarships for 
abiding by health orders that 
are legally required and that 
we are expected to follow is 
curious. And are we really 
going to enforce whether 
scholarship recipients are fre-
quently sanitizing surfaces and 
wearing masks? I doubt it and 
I hope not. 

Thankfully, members of the 
task force that discussed the bill 
late last week, the Wyoming’s 
Tomorrow Task Force, had a 
lot of questions. The attorney 
general also raised concerns. 
As a result, amendments are 
in the works to hopefully 
improve the legislation. Staff 
from UW submitted a plan that 
would place COVID-19-caused 
financial need in front of carte 
blanche payments to students. 
In other words, a hand up, not 
a handout. This is the strategic 
effort that is needed to be sure 
Wyoming maximizes the use of 
its federal funds. 

The foreseeable enrollment 
decline at UW and our com-
munity colleges is troubling. 
And, federal CARES dollars 
could help soften the impact. 
But we must first ask, “Are 
we helping the institutions get 
through budget cuts, or are 
we helping Wyoming people 
achieve their education and 
career goals?” It is unlikely 

that anyone will admit that 
free tuition is being offered to 
offset budget cuts to institu-
tions. Yet, that is exactly what 
is happening now. 

Rather than patching a 
one-year hole, the Wyoming 
Legislature has a rare oppor-
tunity to make long-lasting 
changes that achieve our attain-
ment goals for higher educa-
tion, boost our working popula-
tion, and build out sectors that 
show promise in strengthening 
our state’s economy. 

I encourage the legislature 
to spend federal CARES 
dollars to promote higher edu-
cation in three ways: 

First, financial assistance 
should be prioritized for stu-
dents with a known financial 
need and for students pursuing 
degrees or careers in areas that 
are in demand in Wyoming. 
This means students who were 
working themselves through 
school and no longer have a 
paycheck to afford school and 
adults who are displaced from 
their jobs in need of more edu-
cation to expand employment 
opportunities would be given 
priority. 

These are the people most 
in need of CARES stimulus 
funding and the population UW 
voiced support for targeting. 
(As a side note, eligible stu-
dents will continue to receive 
the Hathaway Scholarship.)

Second, over 800 UW and 
community college courses are 
now available online. This is a 
game changer for adult learners 
across the state, from Midwest 
to Pinedale. Federal CARES 
dollars should be spent to 
ensure that broadband, connec-
tivity, and access to technology 
is not an issue for any person in 
Wyoming. 

The Wyoming Legislature 
has the ability, right now, 
to close the “digital divide” 
in Wyoming. Using federal 
CARES dollars to build out a 
broadband infrastructure and 
provide connectivity is an 
investment in all Wyomingites, 
especially students.

Third, in light of the 
economic downturn prior to 
March coupled with COVID-19 
revenue losses, there is a great 
opportunity for an investment 
in Wyoming’s workforce. The 
Wyoming Legislature should 
set up a grant program for 
business and industry to partner 
with high schools, community 
colleges, and UW to prepare 
students for Wyoming’s jobs of 
tomorrow. 

The grants should incen-
tivize business and education 
to develop and implement 
training and degree programs 
for high-skilled, high-wage 
jobs in energy, advanced manu-
facturing, healthcare, cyberse-
curity, computer science, and 
other areas. Standing up new 
training programs lasts longer 
than one year of financial assis-
tance to college students, it lasts 
for generations. This concept 
is some of what the Task Force 
discussed and intends to at 
least in part enlist the Wyoming 
Department of Workforce 
Services to implement. 

Federal money, state money, 
tuition money, it all comes from 
somewhere, nothing is free. 
A scholarship to wear a mask 
is not the right direction for 
Wyoming. Let’s work together 
to continue our diligence in 
strategic deployment of federal 
CARES dollars to advance our 
state for the future, not simple 
stop gap measures born from 
reactive policymaking.

Jillian Balow
Wyoming State 
Superintendent 

of Education
Guest Columnist

Here’s lookin’ at you, kid

Photo by Walter Sprague/NLJ
On July 29 the Weston County Children’s Center Region III brought the kids out to see the animals at the Weston 
County Fairgrounds. The children laughed, and talked to the animals, and generally had a great time interacting 
with creatures many of them don’t get to normally. Above, an inquisitive pig gets admired.

 Get your news online! newslj.com
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